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Moderation in Faſhion :\ 


OR, AN 
ANSWER 


T&ETATLIS 6 
Written by Mr. Francis Tallents, | 
ENTITULED, 

A ſhort Hiſtory of Schiſm, &c.! | 
WHEREIN 


His Scandalous ABUSE of the Primitive] 
Fathers, and all Eccleſiaſtical Antiquity, is 
plainly Detected and Refuted : And the 
CAs E of the preſent Schiſm, and of Oc- 
caſonal Conformity, is fairly Stated, and 
clearly Reſolved. 
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EEING Man was made to ae 
his Creator, Religion, which is the 
Worſhip and Service of God, 
1 to he che great buſineſs of his 
and to Pra gl guide, and {way all 
his Actions whatſoever, ſo that nothing 
be done repugnant or diſhonourable to 
it. But then Keligion being not what 
every working Brain ſhall viſe, 
what God dath require, we are bande ts 
ſerve him according to his known Will, 
not our famtaftick, Imaginations. For 
otherwiſe we do nat obey him, but in- 
poſe upon him; and are not his Servants, 
but what in os lies make him It ubſer erwient 
to us, and at our command and diſi poſal; | 
which is ſuch an Front and Indignity to 
the Majefly of Heaven, as is not to be 
_ endured, and will not eſcape nxpuniſbed. 
It is therefore every Man's great Concern 
_— to 
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to > ſearch out and underſtand what is the 
true Religion, and that not only in reſpett 
of God, that he may worſhip Him in a 
way acceptable to his Will, but in reſpect 
of himſelf, becauſe chereon de pends all 
the true Comforts of his Life here, and 
eternal H 2 s hereafter, 
But if Religion be fo go the Con- 
cern of every fingle Man, certainly it 
ought to be much more the Care of 
Governors, eſpecially the Supreme. For 
the Safety "La Well-doing both of them- 
ſelves aud others, of Cars and Go- 
werned, of Rulers and P eople, doth or 
ought to oblige them to a more than 
common Care in this matter. And tho 
the Strength and Security of any Govern- 
ment conſiſts chiefly in "hb 8 
Agreement, and Obedience of the Sub bject, 
without which neither the Authority, nor 
the Wiſdom of the Ruler can do much; 
yet People are not very forward to ſee 
their Intereſt in this, but prone to 
evil, and by Nature corrupt, turbulent and 
unruly, they are too apt to create Quar- 
rels, foment Di urbances, and embrdil · 
Air,, which a ways makes Governavent 


weak , 
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weak, often overturns. it. Now 1 this 
caſe, true Religion is, if not the only, yet 
the chief Remedy; as that which = 
can. effectually procure the one, and re- 
firain the other. All other Tier have not 
the ftrrngth of Fack thread, and will be 
as eaſi oy Ol ee e FH 
eee e that can ob- 
lige che Sabje& to his Duty in Conſcience 
And noleſs i Fans eypar y Sue? 


Heaven beholding 

his Actions, which Fl 1 n 
puniſh him here, —＋ — y bere- 
after deal him eternal e Fang: 


LE. F. il . bed wg 75 in this 


mend of his Sports, than A et Th 
with his Intere or Humour; but 1 
Cn head 72 — 
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alen, blo oppo very ou to pre 
ſume upon 1 55 the Low. 
And the ey, are often caught in thei | 
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they way think themſelves conſtantly 
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on Trap, yet cls proves not ſo effectual 
og: to others, bit that whatever 
they thay haveof 3 
y ſeldom fail do retain too great an 
Oelen of theit own Wit, and at every 
turn to Betake themſelves to their” as 
Fooliſh as wicked Politicks.' Frinter there: 


| 5 t by all law- 
fal means t ndeavonr; that their Pev- 
+ be fo truly and 

y pofſels'd ent Religion 


liged to the Practice of it: Andher wil 
thoſe, who rule for God, moſt 
ſafely and Hodonrably „When they rule 
by Him and his AliSnce: 
Upon this account in the general (tho 
they were miſtaken in the particular a 
tion, and therefore not 5 ) 

It was. chat the wiſeft Farben Emperors, 
Kin gr and States, would never endure, 
= 5 of their Conmrry ſhould 
op dnl ur as bein ſenfible, 
that it was not . wd Lee b 


Men firm to any Hane Ant boriry, who 
were 2 Divine Power ; and 
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jealous, that upon opportunity no Miſ- 
chief would be unattempted againſt 
themſelves, by thoſe who were not over- 
aw'd by the Scourge of Heaven. Hence 
it is obſervable, that ſuch Perſons, right right 

or were reputed itheiſte, 
and ſuffer d under the Accuſation of 4 
theiſm. Under this Notion fell Anaxa- 
goras and Socrates; and even our glorious 
Chriftion- were not try d upon 
the vrue Principles of their Religion, but 
tufferd- under the aber ns boa lying 
of being either downright 
Me, or Men of the w:left Principles 
and Practives, anct ſuch as were danger- 
o to all Government, and unfit to be 
ſuffer d in Humane Society. And tho 
much may be attributed to their noble 
Suffer inge; which ſtartled others; and 
made them enquire into that Caſe, 

which infpired Men with ſuch xxparat 
lell d Courage; yet ſeeing all the World, 
and Hell ie ſelf were — bent 
againſt it, it could hardly have ve prevail d 
apainſt Error, had not God by a ſpecial 
andes maintained it, and ſupported 
ont who embraced it ; and ſeeing that 
A 4 G04 
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God deſigned it for the Good and Sal. 
vation of Man, it might certainly long 
e're this have poſſeſs a the whole Earth, 
had not the Degeneracy of the Profeſſors 
of it hinder d its progreſs, by being a 
Scandal and Diſcourage ment to the Re- 
ception of the true and pure Religion. 
- But tho it may ſeem, that even a falſe 
Religion, furniſhed with Maxims for the 
ſecurity of Government, is much better, 
with reſpect to the Community, than no 
Religion at all; yet this fatal Conſequence 
— it, that 3 ſerviceable ſoever it 
may be here, both Rulers and People ſhall 
eternally periſh under'it hereafter. And 
indeed the benefit of it here is of no cer- 
rainty. For diſcerning Men will diſcover 
the Cheat, and find out the weakneſs and 
falſty of it upon which one of theſe two 
things will follow: Either that thence 
they will raſhly take up a diſguſt againſt 
all Religion, falfly concluding, that be- 
cauſe there are ſo many wrong ways, there 
ſore there is none right, and ſo become 


Aiheñſtical, and — dangerous 
to Government ; or elſe they will employ 
themſelves to find out that only true Re- 
ligion, 
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„ imba den be Carſon © 
chem hee, and ng them to ae. 
hereafter ; and rp gy may prov 
the ers of the falſe Religion to 
perſe => which Sr - 


for its Enemy , tho' the Safer 
ing Subject think himſelf bound in Con- 
ſcience to give it no diſturbance. 
It is not therefore any Religion that 
will ſerve the turn, i where the 
Light of the Goſpel ſo gloriouſly and 
dearly ſbines forth, and we are aſſured 
of the Truth and Purity of Religion, by 
Inſpiration from — atteſted with 
Miracles and all the and Benefits of 
it diſpenſed unto us by a Sueceſſion of Pa- 
flors deriving their Authority Chriſt 
and his el And — ger art 
ſincere in it, will never depart from it, 
whatever they ſuffer for it as accounting 
theſe ligbt bene, which are but for 
a moment, not worthy. to be com 
to that eternal weight of Glory * i 
* 4 their Hearts upon. as it 
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and then it is next to nothing. - 
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voy 4 all. Adventures, ſo it is not 
many Religions will do the buſinels; for 
this exaſperates Mens Minds — 
other: And tho Truth is of a meek and 
quiet Spirit, yet commonly thoſe, who 
are moſt erroxeons, are moſt violewt „ and 
tho' apt to call for Moderation in others, 
yet ſhew none themſelves. Hence ariſe 
Parties and Foftions, and theſe upon oc- 
caſtor ready to break out into Seditions 
and Hoſtilities, which will render any Gu. 
vernment nncaſie, and often precarious ; 
Te is 
therefore the Imereſt as well as the Duty 
of Governors to advanee the true Rels- 
gion, and endeavont that it be embraced | 
and practioed by all. For then all their 
lawful Commands will be executed with 
readineſs, and: the Subjedt will obry for 
Conſcience ſake, which: will make che 
Government ſtrong; the People eofie and 


boch ſche. 


But ſuppoſe Truth to have obtaineda 
fort of a-Sertlement; muſt it then be leſt 
to ſhift for it ſelf? Hath Ficiouſneſs its 

boyſterous Patrons, and Error its eager 
2 ? And ſhall Truth be — 


The PkEFACE. 

of all, and none appear in her Cauſe to 
maintain itꝰ The Artifices of Satan, the 
Inventions of H „and the Lewd- 
neſs of the Wicked will ſoon ſend Trath 
away packing, to the drawing down 2 
Orrſe and Judgment upon 4 Nation,” i 
there be not Champions on her ſide; 28 
well as on the other. It's true, that Truth 
will be Truth ſtill, when Eror and Wick- 
edneſs hath done all it cat; but they 
ſhall be never ehe bettet for N. who do 
not embrace it, and ſtoutl y abide by it, 
and they will certainly —— who 
oppoſe and drive it from them. 
indeed à common Say ying, that Peritas 
magna'eft & prevalebit; but that is in 
the Perſons of its Aſſertors, and muſt be 
underſtood of the final Conqueſt of thoſe 
who ſo ref ſtand by it, that they 
can never be induced to forſake it. It 
way well therefore be t to be- 
come the Wiſdom of Governors, when 
they have eſtabliſhed the true Rel jon, 
to make a Hedge about it aride r let 
it He in common for ' profane and 
humerous Perſon to it under foot 
at at pleaſure. The Pury of ' Frith and 


Manner 


It 5 
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Manners can never be preſerved without 
Diſcipline. It was never worſe with Iſ- 
racl, than when every Man did that which 
was right in his own Ey:s. Not ” 
i/þ Crimes, is to encourage them 
= . will Rs 
þ and be too ſtrong for any Government; 
\ and then it cannot be far from ruine. 
The firiSineſs of Diſcipline hath ſo for- 
tified Error, as to enable her to boaſt her 
ſelf for Truth; why then ſhould Truth 


be denied the ſame advantage, which is 


= Security ? And why ſhould 
0 thoſe, who ought to be D s of 
7.5 Truth, be more negligent of its preſer- 


vation, than the Stzcklers for Error and 
Wickedneſs are for their unjuſti Pro- 
ceedings * And when this Hedge is made 
about this Vineyard, it ought to'be firm 
and good, and kept in repair. For if it 
be full of Gaps, that all ſorts of Cattel 
may go in and out at pleaſure, not 
the Hedge, but the Vineyard it {elf wi 
be quickly laid waſte; and the Occaſional 
Comers and Goers will not only diftsrb, 
but eat xp or drive out thoſe, who had 
the right to it. a ard 
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When all this is done, yet a farther 
Care may be needful, that you be not 
impoſed upon. For when Error and Mick. 
edneſs finds it not ſafe to appear bare-fac'd, 
they will put on warions diſguiſer; the 
Dewil and their own Motber-wit will fur- 
niſh them with a hundred Shift and De- 
vices, to ſeem ſo really what they ate not, 
as to deceive others. A watchful Eye 
therefore ought to be had, chat Prin- 
ciples do not ſhelter themſelves under the 
Pretext of true Religion and Piety, and ill 
Maxim taught and ſpread by thoſe who 
ſeem to be caten up with Zeal and God- 
lineſs. The Devil is never fo dangerous, 
as when he appears like an Angel of Light. 
By this means the Church comes to be in- 
ſenſibly corrupted, and the Purity of Reli- 
gion deſtroyed nnawares. Nor is the State 
in this Caſe much more ſecure than the 
Church. For whatever troubles the one, 
will more or leſs affect the other; of 
which there are too many Inſtances : I 
ſhall only mention one, which is better 
ſons, otherwiſe of ſtrict Lives, and ſuch 
high Pretences of Picty, as to W 
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pular,and have gained the good Opinion 
nog hall ave imbib'd Principles 
o Rebellion, and fo zterwoven: 
with their Religion, as to become a part 
of it; it is then high time for the State to 
look to it ſelf. For let ſuch have their 
way, and not only true Religion muſt 
fink, but the State muſt be moulded to 
their humour: On the other hand, if they 
l be croſs'd, they think themſelves bound 
| in Conſcience to rebel. as faſt as they can; 
0 and thus ſuppoſing that they fight God's 
Battels, the more they Murther, the great- 
| 8 alias ahi eos dn ad, and 
if they fall ip their wicked Attempts, othey 
conclude they die Martyrs, and all is 
on their. fide. Thus their wicked Princi- 
ples animate them with Courage beyond 
others, and fit them to Jo more Miſchief 
thanhole, whoare ſeemingly the worſt of 
Mex. This (if we would give our 
70 learn any thing for our good) we 
might have learnt from the Cromwellian 
new Model, related by Dr. Bates (Elexch. 
Mor. ap.) Fot in the Kebellia againſt 
King Charles I: the Royalifts had 822 
ng the better of the Raundheadi, nll > 
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— bring greeddy ſacked in 

u, Which being greedily in 
17 Party, umd their Brains, and 
threw them intoa Rel: gens Moidneſs; and 
then, in nem modelling the Army, he en- 
tertain d only ſuch as were'palieſs d (and 
it little differ d from: a tal Poiſefſion) 
. that they fought God's 
Cauſe : And having va br up Religion 
Conſcience (as. 9 walully miſtook 
it) againſt Loyalty and GaU/antry, . "og 
| ſperateneſs of the one orſted the Bra · 
very of the other; inſomuch that they 
barbacouſly aurthered —— 
butchered his faithful d „ made the 
Natian a Field of Blood, and ruined zul- 
titudes of gaod Families, who many of 
them feel it to this Day. bY 70 
It is no {mall enconragement to cheſe 
dangerous ſort of Ferſons, when either a 
State 35 10 negligent, ox they ſo flrong, that 
by their Wagevernaklentſs and Dxſobecli- 
ence, they can not only defeat wholeſome 
Laws, but procure to thæinſelves Privi- 
leges beyond. what the good Sub jet en- 
. For by this meats they in ſome 
e 


ment, 
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ment, than receive them from it; and this 


alſo animates them to ſt e for more, 
and gives them hopes to atrainthe utmoſt 
they can deſire; at which, if they can ar- 
rive, either Governors muſt be at their 
beck, or may be diſmonnted at pleaſure; 
And beſides, this is a vaſt diſconragement. 
to all dutiful Subjects: For when they 
find themſelves ty d up to harder Terms 
than- ſuch .Libertines and turbulent Per- 
fons, they are ſtrongly tempted to run in 
among thoſe, with whom they may reap. 
greater Advamages. For tho no Govern- 
ment. can ſubſiſt without good Laws, and 
a due Execution of them; and good Men 
think it their Security, and a Bleſſing to 
liue under and abey them; yet the getie- 
rality of Men are ſo fond of what they 
falſly call Liberty, that they are very prone 
to join themſclyes with thoſe, who ſeem 
ta enjoy moſt of it, and fo 71 
more, till they bring the - + 4 Cote 
* amongſt them rue * Yd 
— — y in ge- 
neral, tho ſome Men ma be jealom chat 
they are ſlantingly ai yet itis oom- 
wah really bom with, 2 
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prov 
is Neft of Hornets, ſhall have.them all 
about his Ears: So that it is dangerous 
meddling in ſuch a caſe. © But ſince we 
are fallen into Times, wherein every 
Monntchevkand Quock in Regie- cp 
for a Doftor of it is a hard caſe, 
if a Man, who hathmade it his tody, (ball 
not be ſuffer d to put in a word ort wo 
with them: And I being one, who more 
ſeek Men's good, than value their anger; 
and being now old, and having not lang 
to live, lo that their urmoſt Malice, if it 
ſhould rid me out of this wicked World; 
would not do ſo much harm to me as 
themſelves, I ſhall adventure to mention 
one or two ſuch extorted Prisileges; but 
they ſhall be ſuch have dives weoyiiet 
tle, if at e 
chough perkaſs for chat the more 
pieating.”. rods - 

1 will not eee ee eee 
Merroge, what u, Nature, what le. 
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it, and wherein its Eſſence:confilts 31 he 
that what it will, it bath; abways been 
thought fit, that ir dente be ſolemnly 
performed, andit weigbty a, 
25 to extend to the wh 441 all Ci 
ir d Nations have thought it expe 
that it ſhould be attended wath- 
fing of the Friefl. But ſceing that by 
Marriage the Community is propagated and 
continued, it may claim its ſhare in it, or 
at leaſt for its own lafery ought to be al- 
lowed to take ſome: Cognizance of it. 


For it is by no means convenient, that a 
ſhould conſiſt of Whores and 
Nugnes; nor could ir long ſubſiſt ſot Bur 
Kaul ſotts of promiſcuous, ice, Ne- 
eet, or pretended Marriages, which per- 
haps ſome may be firm to, and others at 
pleafure' recede from, mult be ro 
ar, I fear in a ſhort time it would be: fit. 
tle better. And therefore to prevent chaſe 
Miſchiets, all C:w/il Nations rae 
9 what ſort of 

ul — —— 
the nd, ** the Man and A. 
war ſhalſkeep wind aaberker; andtheir 
Children belgimet and fucced vo C 
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s and Righi To this end and port 
ole in this Kingdom nde on) the Ci reh 
the Srare have prefcribed a fer Furm, 
according to which al} Matiaper ought 
to be-ſolehrnited,” Which Tf be ſatrf- 
fablory to the Government "44 VE ac. 
colinted ela to afl fte 3HdPufpoſes 
in Law: Anll chiss the AQ not oy of 
Fatt, Ste THC xP, 

un EAGER For eee 
how ts what prrpofe all this thöſe, 
who arc refrac j ag nit it, may funde 
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others Safety here, and Sale 
after; yy ren Py ear gp eo mh nee 
ſhould ſuffer forthe fault or folly of their 
————— 
. which ought to make 
Parents more —ê But 
s be legal, 


. Suppoſe 'a Man marry : 
8 wa EE 


preſcribed 
of the firſt 
| which ofthe Two 


r 


1 


Te ee 
| omen, which of theſe 
een, el 1 


* Sappole 10 ee, made, and 
the 


FACE. = 
= - ES rh 
rho Man dies, 5 
l havea 
ſhall 


hat 
to v 
validity if it can, = 
— SA 
SD 
„ | I 
5 — 
as 
chown ; 9 * 
IE a 
"oy — leave him, 
a W 5 
1 TE in ſuch manner 
T — — 
niet Lew, 1 
and ararry by ha : : 
PA on - — x : 
EE! ya bur denier? 
ae 
— 
1. 
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but by their — Y not 
on, or: 
ae eee eee 


uny” 

cuogthe H an indoto hinderit? 1 de 
not hat theyuught to do; nor 
ak whether the Law paniſſi chem 
in'drher 'roſpeds I Bur ether the Law! 
can {6; ws -uppn them as 
Man and Wife in che eye of the L-? 
VI. Suppoſe a hun hat one Wife; 
whom he. mfr, docordinges Low, a and 
qreenmere Mer at the ſame eme, whom 
he did wot marry to Law, ean 
this Man be ſegally convicted, and mgde 
lialüe ohe bent, which the Ila 
inſticts for kaving at the qu time wore 
Wives thi ont #: Do hot hink this an 
idie Queftioa : For I eould name the Man; 
whotadfeotreen Wives oome aſter him, 
wher Her in ald. for ſuch Pranks, 
and 2 z lend, 125 Twas in- 
fonn'd;afteedrardsfollowdrhe ſame treds 
0: Now if a Perſon in ſuch cafe — 

eomvich,- beſides e * 

Fer have more Mine than the 2 
lowsy Tir, entycebe — of 
Lew. 88 I Will 
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1 will par more ſuch troubleſome 
Queſtions; betauft I know not what to 
dos with itheſr, and ſhould be glad co ſe 
the Learned in the Lew clear the matter. 
Hut tho I cantor ſolve theſe Difficulties, 
ver any Man: may eafily know how to 
them: For let no Marriage be 
valid; with reſpect to Civil Rights andl 
Adventa ges, but what is performed as the 
Loew preſcribes, and then none of theſt 
Inconvenientes can ariſe, nor any of theſt 
7 or NM follow thereup- 
js grey hs 1 — this Inſtance, 
but that there now occurs to my Memory 


a Story very pertinent to the preſent caſe: 
During the time of our xncivil Wars 


himſelf againſt the Church and 
was ſuffictently known by the 
Tides of Þ * Va perſon of too 
great Farts to be fo it} employ d: This 
Man eame to à Kinſman of mine, then 
Vicar of Brixſwortbh in Northamptonſbire, 
and deſitrd his leave to marry bis Daughtgy 


in his Church; my Kinſman readily grant- 


ed his Requeſt, and went along with the 
ts Church /chiefly- out of curio- 


the 


1011 


there was a Man, who for his clamorons 
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85 that he might ſee how ſo dtlebrated 
Man would manage the matter in thoſe 
— times; —_— do his amare- 


ment, he ſaw Mr. Marſbel. marry. his 
Danghter to one of the Saints, exactly 


in all Punctilio's according to the Book of 


Gray: Prayer. . At — ta the 
V1 Houſe, Ki 

himafide, 4s | Orig How he, 5 
ſpoken ſo much and ſo webeniently.a 
the Book of Common Prayer ; could 
himſelf in what he had Jone? To whom 
he reply'd in words to this effe&: Thet 
| the Objection was true, but yet he did not 
1 know, that the Baok of Common Prayer was 
as 2 by any _ _—_— ab be 


_— — 2 and: ber 
Children made Baſtards, for want of le- 
-gal Marriage. Various | 
may be made of the Suu, but I leave 

that to others. | 
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tion only. one more of theſe extorted 
Privileges, becauſe I take it to be a Scan- 
dal to the reſt of the Nation, and then I 
wilt have done. There are a ſort of Men, 
who have made up a Religion out of 2 
of Old Herefies, which 
ſuike at the Root and very of Chri- 
ftienity : Theſe Men flatly to make 
Oath in any Court upon any Civil Canſe 
or Tryal. dee 
know, chat whatever they may pretend, 
the true Reaſon is, that it is 4 fr 
annex'd to their Perfedlion; for it is a Do- 
Arine taken from the Popiſb Schools, that 
Juramentum non cada in perfetlor; and 
chere is not one of theſe Men, but lays 
claim to Perfection, at leaſt they did fo 
when they ſerſt ſer up this Practice. But, 
alas, how perfet Men are we know not! 
this Life, which is bot a State of Ter 
fection : And be they 223 
made 


Oaths are che ä 
to ſatisſie the incredality of 
others ; -and even God: — ho à- 


lone is alſalutely perfett, To far cotide. 
1 to the Iaſtrinities of Man, that 


when 


The Pi H k. 
when. he doukd ſwear by um grewter, d 
ar by bimfolf, (Heb. 6. And the 
le tel —— 
ts the end _—_ 8. 
16.) Bar be che Conteru never ſo grear, 
and the Conſeguener never ſo danger 
yet theſe Men will not de and up- 
an this they have obtained a 
that their Aſſeweration ſhall paſs in ſuch 
caſes, wherein an Oath is required of all 
others, as if thete was not a Man in the 
whole Kin to be believed upon his 
Mar but a Quaker. Thoſe, who are {6 
apt to accuſe them of Lying, cannot but 
think it x»reaſonable, that rhis Privilege 
ſhould be granted them. And _ I 
ſear that others · would look upon 
the moſt infamous Nation under dhe 
Heavens, if it ſhould' be granted, that 
chere ate hon u ſo boneft and 
truly Religions. an theſe Men; and doth 
Ber ſuch u Previleaetend to create ſuch 
a of u? But if others be ab 

Perſons as they; why ſhould 
they not have the ſame Privilege, eſpe- 
cially ſerig that in all Trey they 
. bal ic, if they would % de 


ſerve 


__ XP EFanzkes. _- 
—_—s being as obſtinate as the 
4H 1 


d be coping 


Government ſeems ta accept Laws from 
ſome ſort of Men, 3 
to them; de might-make ſome bet 
chemlelves. Bur I know I have done 


more already, than I ſhall-receive any 
Thanks for ; therefore I will trou- 
ble them no fartlier, but Jeave: them · ta 


themſelves, and let Zibarake al for me. 
Aa oh man, I thick T onght.to have 
Zea for the Eſtabliſhment 


of true Religion; 25 2 Cbriſtian, I with 
well to ll Men; as a Native, I hearti- 


ly defire the ſafe! fety and proj of my 
| Bur if I think abe 

not 2 

mote theſe things, I with that Te 


were miſtaken, . that * 
223 e ict. 


ls | 
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ib P 3 
the Church, and who 
everal ways 20 
Fxrſas rot 


(2) 4 
adjud 'd to be ed by a Statute of Premunire, 

fo mach as # here Conſure, and the Loews 
of a C Kingdow are conſtrued to be 2 Pro 
retion tor Atheifts ; when an Audacious Coward is 


coy here cry d up as a moſt celebrate a 


lerellng Man o. ee ne 
it do not make him worſe ; what can an honeſt 
ſuch Cattle, but (if 


N to be me 2 3 Mey game 


Defets of Heaven, 2 De- 
2 are ſo ſecutely poſted under 
the Safeguard of their a Paws, i ſhall leave 
doth the one and the Judgment 
of the 11 ona Grd, who denied Go er 
time wilt vindicate his own Cauſe in ſuch manner, 
as he in his infinite Wiſdom knows to be moſt for 


has But thongh I leave theſe, yet (thought 


I no thank for it) Jo ny 
ther ſort of Men, and exz#mitie, W Reliezon 
be not as effectually betrayed by ſome, whomake 
firong to it, and would ſcem te Hr A 
mighty Zea for it. Man is in Nature ſo much 
— Neligiaſum, that the Arbeit can never 
= the ſenſe of a Deiry hath trken fich 
ſleſſion of Man's R that be is ſtricken 


CE — 
eradicate it; ſo that * x not to be thought, that 
the Atheift does or can always believe himfelf : 


3 Z & #* ZZ 4 . 4a © TT:. ß 


UW 
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1 
and Practice; the Shaft that pierceth to its Heart 
muſt be plumed with its own Fathers. When the 
Powers of Earth and Hell bent all their Forces 
againſt it, and the Rage of Heathen Emperors 
made uſe of all Arts and Cruelties to deftroy it, 
c_ it ſuffered in its Profeſſors, it flauriſhed in 
its Purity ; the Fire of Perſecution rather refin'd 
than hurt it; and it daily got ground in ſpite of 
e prov tat Sing, Songs ee 
true prov” t. Sayir gs Martyru 
Semen Wee. But when all this would not do, 
and Chriſtianity became a glorious Conqueror over 
all theſe Difficulties and Dangers, the Devil found 
a way fo raiſe a War in its own Bowels, which 
hath done it more miſchief than all its other Ene- 


mies put together. For when the Profeſſors of 
the en Religion became Herericks and Sobi/- 


maticks, or through Eaſe and Wantonneſs grew 
looſe in their Lives and Principles, then it was 
foon driven out of divers Countries, and forc'd to 
wander from Place: to Face, till at this day it 
ſcarce any where finds any ſure and quiet Daun, 
There was once in this Iſland a Church as wel 
conſtituted, and as near the Primitive Pattern, as 
perhaps any in the whole Chriſtian World ; but 
through the Pride and Diſcontent of ſome, Petu- 
lancy and Weakneſs of others, and Induſtry of 
ee 
were ſpread up and down in all places; and furi- 
e e Py fc 
on 1 2gth, 5 1 Rebel 8 

e Van they durſt openly oppoſe the 

ring Down vin it, down * even to the 


> a d as their word. 


(4) 
fuch a Sink of Sin, and ſadly complained of it. 
1 when _ Men had wand themſelves wh 

eir own Wickednels, it beyond 

Mens expectation 1 mils ust wn ere | 
from the dead, to make it a Comfort and pore 
As 


to others, and to become once more the Exvy 
Terror of the Romanifts, who before inſulted 
hav] an abſolute Conqueſt over it. 

would think ſuch a Deliverance and oy 


are ing, 
tle Floodgates ſhould not be that ſhe 
might be ſwallowed up, , and the Land over- 
whelmed with a Deluge of cankered Opinions, 
Hereſies, and all manner of impious Principles 
and Practices; but it looks as if it were her 
= to ſuffer Perſecutions and Trials; for all the 
Sedtaries are now let looſe her; and it were 
well if ſome of her Sant, or ſuch as to be her 
Sons, did not conſpire with them to betray their 
own Mother; and how ſhall ſhe be able to ſtand 
againſt Zxemies without, and Traytors within? 
It muſt be confeſs'd, that Villany in this Age is 
more refined, their Politicks more nea the 
Proceedings and Pretences at leaft of fome of 
them more ſmooth; but it is the old Gans which 
is playing again, only the methods are changed: 


Before they were for ight Euocking her och 
d, — be u e 

f my lelf with the mad 

they are the Men 


Age, and whilſt . r the Perſo 
Ations, 


cut 


her 


— kak — 1 * 


., r Bo. Ae ton ab 


ARA F SFB. 


(5) 


hs” Tide ith e who pretend to er- 
large her Borders, whilſt they intend to rear 8 
her Bowelt; who with fine healing _ 
Defigns, would ſwallow her up in Confuſion, that 
they might ere& their Fe. Idols upon her 
Revs For they are of ſeveral forts, and even 
ntrary Perſuaſions, yet like Sampſor's Foxes 
2 ed Tal to Tail cloſely carry their ſeveral Fre- 
ande, and can agree well enough to burn the 
Corn, and de all that is wholſomly 
— a 4 eſtabliſhed. Theſe ſmooth Religions 
Politico's take ſeveral methods, as may beft ſuit 
_ _ cular deſigns; one comes abroad 
Hoo fo Catbolick Communion, a noble 
„had it been purſued 


22 
with equal — and Prudence: But when 


you come to examine the Matter, the Man's 
whole buſineſs is to carry us back into Egypr, 
and reconcile us to the Pope. Another deals 
yet more warily, and leaves his Book at Gentle- 
men's and other Houſes, where he thinks it may 
find entertainment, or have ſome effect; but 
with this care and precaution, that after ſo many 
Days liberty to peruſe it, either the Book or the 
Set-price ſhall be return'd to him who firſt deli- 
vered it. I have not been thought worthy to be 
truſted with this ambulatory Piece, but am told 


4 2 good Hand, That in TIlle it pretends to An- 
wer the Arian and Socinian Tenets, but that the 


Performance 1s quite ; for it ſets them 
forth fully, and with all vantage 4 tO 
either anſwers them „ or f pleads 
for them; and thus cles of 
the Chrs * And J Gap fe the defign of 


out 
all our Schiſms, not by r 

them, but n 
be no room for ſuch a Sin as Scbiſm. 


was ſince ſtruck out of the Catalogue 
rl e, aud this worthy Man is ſending Schi ſa 
packing after it; and if we can from time to tune 


thus drop one Sin after another, we may in time 
become a very innocent People ; though I fear no 
Body will then believe it but our ſelves. 


Abilities, hath wrote in as ſed 
moſt of our late Undermi 


TREUS ADE 
Pork 1 


2 


L 


8 


be called an Hr 


—— 
* 
her 


fore 


Tata 


neit 


matjcks was the Communion of Saints. 
this, or to this effect: 


For the promoting 
and the deſtroyi 


nion. The” Trut of whach 0 


filly or ridiculous. The ; 
the new Notions of theſe fruitful times; 
of late, I never heard that the Communion © 


had the Title it deſerves, it. 
4 Sham-Hi 
in Clare 


all Rules of 


5 CHAP. IL 

The State of the Caſe conſidered, h. 1. The unwar- 

ed, Dew of that Author, 2. He avoids 

the main Dueſtion, and for what "reaſon, 3. Two 
ertions maintained im in the negative 

againſt all the Ancient Fathers, 4. His Pretence 

confured, 5, 4 ſaying big with fel and mali- 


CIOUS 1 
« doubtful, 8. Of Moe 


conſidered, Of Thi 

ters needleſs, 9,10. Caſe of the turn Aare 
| asf by the e . — 7 
' s, how far damna 12. Opinion: 
and My. Baxter, con- 
"tbe Rule, whereby to 
-ar „ I. 
A. frivolous In- 


iy; 


is. 5 20. e Ls 7 == 


ed, 21. bree dennal Sb 
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(9) 


guilty, 22. Contradiftory to bimſelf, 23, 4 falt 


Charge, 24. 


% THE preſent buſineſs of this Anthor (ho- 
I think it only preparatory to a farther 


deſign) is not to ſtate Matters right, but confound « 


them; that he may loſe his Reader in a Labyrin 
and make him renounce all ſteady Principles, 

ſet up for an indifferency in the affair of Reli- 
gion: To this end he is ſo full of doublings and 
turnings, ins and unſaying, that I ſhall be 
forc'd to follow him a Wildgooſe-Chaſe, and of 
neceſſity muſt make a rambling Argument of it; 
though I hope to make ſome amends for it in the 
cloſe. He begins with a Charge upon-otber Men: 
Ir is ſaid (ſaith he) by divers 
Schiſm is as ing as AMurtber or Adultery ; that 
they who die in it, cannot be ſaved; that it's a 
fin to worſhip to God with ſuch at any time: And 
they apply this to the Proteſtant Diſſenters in Eng- 
land, &c. And then adds, That this is induftri- 
ouſly inſtilled into the Minds of People, &c. (p. 1.) 


IT wiſh it had been ſo: For it might have pre- 


vented much of that miſery we now labour un- 
der, and thoſe miſchiefs which are like to enſue. 
For what more Chriſtian Courſe can be taken to 
prevail with Men (as holy Scripture directs) to 
mind and ſpeak the ſame thing? What better wa 
eſerve the —— Unity of the 

| fimcere Love Afﬀetion among 
Coon, ny 33 2 — I 975 * ma- 
gnancy of the Sin iſm? But 
Schiſm is a Darling, and it will be ſcandalous to 
ſpeak againſt it. For he tells us, That :be/e.4ſertions 
very falſe to many wiſe and good Mex, and a 
eat means t0 bi the true Religion, &c. 
Ta. I.) Thus, when they want better Arguments, 


16:3 Names 


us, that 


4 


we are popt i th Mouth at every turn with the 


( 10 ) 
| mt Gans hl a A IT 
The Sectaries never fail to have their own 
e 

t am 
For they will — | 


un Klin an 
II Ix 


WhO 
that, or any Religion — — And 


re tho e Fathers have hed! ns fare 
and Schiſmaticks, as 
to us: And if we muſt 


Chriſtians, ſhould either hinder che power of true Ro- 
ligion, or weaken the Church aud Croil Government , 
bat — it 1s ae $A nn rnd the 


themſe 
i te Bear: of of Pele exc each =_ 
ond prove — 333 


To 


e 
by not But this, if it 
r would not 9 hs 
other reaſons. er 
and ſincere in their way, would grow 
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(12) 
Nature or Heinouſneſs of a Sin, when at the ſame 
time we are endeavouring to acquit all Men of 
it? I find that ſometimes Men are apt to conceal 
the true Reaſon of their Proceedings leſt it ſhould 
be injurious to their Deſign: And therefore I 
am inclinable to think the true Reaſon of his de- 
clining the Diſcuſſion of this Point was, that it 
would have touched his Beloved Brethren to the 
Quick, and he feared would be caſt upon 
the Tryal ; and then, let the Sin be what it will, 
they would have been found the Guilty Perſons. 
It was therefore a more Politick courſe, and more 
ſerviceable to Ws Friends, to repreſent the preſent 
Scbiſm as no Sin, than to hazard his whole 
by failing in his proof, that the Diſſenters were 
not Schiſmaricks. As for what he faith concern- 
ing their mutual 12 each ether with Schiſm, 

that 


are doubtful, to thoſe who came after; and 

ſo have help'd to heal in time. But ſeeing he 
| T 

will do. Ie 

(a.) Two Aſſertions he lays down as the Subject 
Matter of his Book : iſt, That they who are guilty 
of Schiſm, live in a courſe of Sin as danming as Mur- 
ther or Adultery, and are in a flate of Danmation. 
2dly, That we may not worſbip God with them at 
any time. And this Courſe he makes choice of, 
becauſe (as he faith) : few, if any, have expreſly 
treated of theſe, (p. 2, 3.) But this pretended Reaſon 
hath more of Confidence ruth in it. For 
r 
1 os pro 


- CG) | 

2 againſt Schiſm, and none more 

y- than St. Cyprian, with whom in this matter 
all the Chriſtians of his Age agreed ; 
And then nothing is more common than to find 
all with one Voice condemning all Commm- 
nion with Schiſmaticks, and proving it with all „ 
the of Argument. And indeed if the fff 
be true, the ſecond is the direct and natural con- 
ſequent of it: For we ought not to worſhip God 
with any, at any time, in a ſinful and unwar- 
rantable way. But the jw. og Fathers vous 
mere compared wi mighty Men 
of theſe bleſſed Times, and Mr. Talleuta, with 
his new Light, diſcovers them all to be in the 
wrong, and r againſt them all, and all 
others, that Schiſm in theſe Days is no ſuch dan- 
gerous Sin. Well then, hic s, hic Saltus, let 
us ſee what will come of it. e 

(5. ) He ſets out with a ſpecious Pretence, That 
it is only a certain Perſuaſion of the Falſeneſs of 
thoſe Things, and a Zeal to unite the Servants of- 
Chriſt, that puts bim upon this, (p. 3.) I cannot 
ſay, how far mighty Prejudice, or (which is worſe) 
the being given over to ſtrong ns, to be- 
lieve a Lye, may prevail upon Men. For we are 
told in holy Writ, that the Perſuaſion of ſome 
Men had wrought them up to ſuch a Zeal, that 
2428 to Eill tbe les of Chrift would be 
to do God good ſervice : we have known Men, 
who call themſelves the Servants of Chrift, and „ 
who would be the only Saints of the Age, who 
have murtbered their Sovereign, and the 
beft of Kings at his own Door, and butcher- 
ed or ruined his Faithful Subjects. And if ſome 
ſuch Servants of Chriſt (if without Horror they. 
can be ſo called) be not now at work again, I am 
much miſtaken; and is it not pity but ſuch ſhould 
be united, that their ſanctiſied Deſigns for the 


(E.) Ir would look ill (ſaith he) in Diſſenters to 
fay, the Schiſm of thoſe that procured ſroere Laws 
zo be made e them, is ar damming ar Murther 
or Adwltery : Truly I think fo too. But then here 
is a whole Cluſter of falſe and malicionsSuppofak. 
1, That a certain Set of Men enviouſty procured 

e Laws, which were certamly forne wicked 
Churchmen. 2dly, That theſe Laws were ſevere, tho” 
— Tos Rn ſevere enough to cnre the 
E 3dly, That theſe Procurers were Schifma- 
ticks; and then doubtleſs the Makers of thofe 
Laws, who were of the ſame Mind, and did the 
Miſchief, could not be lefs guilty. And thus 
the King and Parliament, and all our Governors 
are condemned for Schiſmaricks ; and fo ſratt 
doubtleſs all, who ſhall to difturb theſe Trou- 
blers of Iſrael. 4thly, That the procermg and ma- 
S at pre- 
ſent they are ſo favourable as not to proclaim it 
as damming a Sin as Murrber or Adultery; but if we 
ar CRE 

ethey may alter 
they cet the Power in their hands Theſe are fine 
voderate Informations, of which we may feel the 
bleſſed Effet; in time. But if it were not danger- 
ous to Truth, when it is in prejudice of our 
ions Diſſenters, I ſhould tell them, That it was 
lion and Treaſon, and their leneſs 
and rurbu both in Charch and Srare, which 


Ired - Laws, and deſerved ſeverer. For 
8e Mr Tale and his Saint: may be of ano- 
ther yet Ido and ſhall think, that Re- 


lliow 


ih 
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4 


and Difernters have certain ſtat 
rr no means 
Thus here it muſt not be faid, that ſuch 
Err DES: 
Now an Inpofition (as it is 
— in this caſe not only 
hardſhip in the thi ſelf, but a ſtretch of Au- 
thority beyond its bounds in the 1 
and conſequent hy renders both the Thi 
and the Perſons. requiring it, odious: This Term 
therefore muſt be conſtantly made uſe of to alie- 
nate the Hearts and Affections of the People from 
their Governors, whether Ecclefiaftical or Cru; it 
erous thing, and favours of a Seditious 


5 


) 
it 


is a dang 


Author, to make 

the old Track, when he ſhould have gone a 
oy: For certainly he forgot his own d 
A it was his buſineſs to defend. 
them of ff ions. For if t 


| ſent buſineſs; and they might have had a 
_ exther prepared for open Defiance, 2 


q 
, 
31 
: 


ſidered the matter, he would certain have 
this Plea at this tune; it may — 
Work, but not for =ndermivi N 


cafion to reſume it again, when they had 


Power * their hands. CINE "when — 
Prove things finful, I will renounce | 
Communion, I ſhall not then be 
for * I ſhall give hereafte. 
our Author ys 


y us, 
it it is by —— the weakneſs of our Under- 
or for want of Information. And if the 
— — quilibrio, the ſafeſt way is to follow ' 
Authority. But be Gone Patties ane ſo Full of Scru- 
ples, or are {© eaſily made fo, that if Authori rity 
ſhall command nothing. 3 
gag 2 Scruple, ar Hall ape into their 
Heads by others, there is an end of all Autho- 
rity. 

(% The third thing which he objects againſt 
his Impoſitions, is, that they are needleſs; which 
I take to be a very needleſs Objection. For if the. 
Caſe were put, with reſpe& to other matters, I, 
verily n 
ſuaded to part with many „- may 
accounted weed/eſs. He would hardly be — 
to be confined to have neither any —_— 
nar any more Clorbes, than guſt what w J. 
The al may have more Money than he needs, 
and yet © will-nor excuſe his. profiſhnyſcs end 
vain: laviſhing it away. 2 who 
went to fother his Cattle with the 3 
7 


(47) 
Hay at his Back, ſaid merrily, that he had erxough 
70 but if he bad had more than a Nick te ; 


the Judges, our lawful Superiors, or every 

for bimſelf? If our Superiors, then we 
ought to ieſce in their 
are well 


terpoſe to prevent it, which in effect makes it 
nll. Confuſion muſt neceſſarily follow, if no in- 


ing 6 
rent whether Men go to Church at the Ri 
of a Pell, or the Sounding of a Ti | 


Notice is gi for r to 
Ring of a Bell, not the d of a T 


ſhip, That that indifferent thing i 
But yet farther, there are ſome thing indi 
in their own nature, which yet of neceſfity * 


(3s) | 
be determined 4 and the moſt rigid Difſenters 
to allow A becauſe — conſtantly pra 
Gate it. Time and Place are ſtances 
different, yer the maſt rictent of than oll-wi 


tingly fubmit to be limited herein for their Aſſem- 


bling together in their publick ebony Art It —— 
Man ſhould fay, You on A not 
to reſtrain my Chriſtian I , and chrekne 1 I 
will not be ty'd up by you, but will 'come 8 
what hour 1 think fit, akd when and where I 
Pleaſe. What wiſe Work would this make? At 
* — were it poſſible Mk We _— . rs 
to ti or an 0 to be up- 
held > Now if Time and Plat may be determinga, 
why not Habit and Gefture, and the like? The 
Plea of Neeeffity can here make no real diffe- 
_ For if they have no Authority in indifferent 
things, let the neceſſity be what it will, they 
have no power to determine it; but if their Au- 
thority do extend to ſuch things, then they may 
determine the one as well as the other. And in- 
deed, if all things were duly confidered, I believe 
it would be found, that Order and Decency in 
Worſhip are as neceflary as Time and Place — 
it. But the perverſeneſc of the Diſenters appears 
in nothing more palpably, than in this, that they 
not at many things, wherein they .are 
imited themſelves ; but are outragious againſt, 
ſome things, which being preſcribed to — do 
not oblige them. For inſtance, What a horrid 
thing is it accounted for a Miniſter to wear a 
Surplice? Indeed if they were all commanded to 
wear Swrplices, perhaps they might have juſt cauſe 
to complain of it, as being a thing extreamly bur- 
thenſome; but what need they concern themſelves 
what . — = nag _ Whether he 7 
pear in a or a Jump, a Gown or a Cloa 
* yet there is a greater Outcry againſt this, 
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be pleaſed wi 


had over- lv d their barbarous U 


the ſame 


(19) 
which they are not bound to do, than againſt all 
thoſe things, which they think themſelves obliged 
to do either conſtantly or occaſionally. 

(t1.) From what hath been ſaid, it may appear, 
chat neither ought thoſe Commend: of their Epe. 
riors to . _ neither — og 
things » therefore it is ſpite- 
fully ſaid, that rhey were impoſed on 
out abundance of uſeful Minifters. If Men will be 
refractory againſt lawful Authority, and ſuffer no 
Rule or er in the Charch, it 1s fit ſuch un- 
governable Perſons ſhould be thrown out; and if 
they will complai# without a cauſe, they muſt - 
amends, But if the Matter 
were well examined, I am confident it wonld be 
found, that no ſmall Number of his »ſefw! Mini- 


fters were turn'd out as Intruder into the lawful - 


Poſſeſſions of other Men, who thro* God's Mercy 


ſage to claim their 
Right, and be repoſleſſed of their own. As for the 
they turn'd out themſelves, ey tght have 

had what they had got even by Rebellion and 
Treaſon, if they had not obſtinately refuſed -to 
comply with their I Governors in 
things. What Reaſon could a Ning have to en- 
truſt thoſe Perſons with the Inſtrudtion of his Fro- 
ple, who owned the Obligation of a Rebelliags 
Covenant, which had deſtroyed his Father, and 
would juſtifie the ſame Proceedings againſt bim- 
ſelf ? With what Prudence or Conſcience could the 
Church cheriſh thoſe Serpents in her Bolom, who 
had laid her fo waſte, that they thought they 
had deſtroyed both Naor and Branch; and inſtead 
of repenting of their Doings, continued ſtill of 
Mind, when they wanted the Power ? 

Some Men would perſuade ns, that they are " 
harmleſs Creatures, when they cannot do mil- 
chief, though they want I will to it; * 

2 | 


e to throw © 


( 20+) 

if Governors reſtrain them, it muſt be accounted 
their great Sin, Thus if a lawful Government 
lets — into the Power, it ſhall be certainly 
overturn'd ; if it will not, no ſmall Sin lies at 
their door: Which is the ſame thing as to ſay, 
that I ſhall be dæmm d, if I do not quietly ſuffer 
a Villain to cut my Throat. They may truſt them, 
who T 3 but I think we are like to have he 
ſed Times, when ſuch become Favrurites. 

_ (12,) He proceeds to tell vs, That aur N inces 
_— Parliament 22 * ** 
not their s for Conformity, 
be j pry for that, (p. 4.) g Danming * hard 

word; but I know not how our Author came by 

the Licenſe to imagine for them. Their Laws 
were made to direct what was to be done; the 
| Penalties were for reſtraining or correcting Dif 
obedience. Obedience is the primary cnd of the 
Law, and the deſign of the Legiſlators; and there- 
fore as it was their Intereſt, 15 in reaſon 1t muſt 
be their Charity to wiſh, that there might be no 
canſe for an Man to ſuffer. But then their Ju- 
 riſdifiion is Iimited to this Life, they have nothing 
to do with another World, the Keys of Hell are in 

*another Hand. But though they cannot ſend to 
Hell fo eafily as to Newgate, nor entail Damma- 

tion upon their Malefafors, yet there may be 

ſuch cauſe for it, that God may do it. For he 
that hath told us, That we muſt be ſulett, not 
only for Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience ſake, (Rom. 

13. 5.) hath given us fair warnings to beware 
how we diſobey their lawtul Commands, leſt he 

take the matter into his hand, and revenge it far- 
ther than they can. And though neither Kings 
nor Par/iameuts can condemn a Man to Hell, yet 
there is another Power, I mean that of the Church, 
which, clave non errante, may affect us as to ano- 

ther Liſe, for no leſs than our Savicur himſelf 
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( 21 ) 
leaving them this Power, and ſaying, 3 


Sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them 
wh, ſcſoever Sins ye retain, * are retained, rus 
20. 23.) He doth hereby plainly 75 CD _ 
their Sentence, regularly — Ju 'tl 
is confirmed in Heaven; 9 over 
unto Satan, God doth 1 And if Men are 
ſo prone to contemn the Sentence of the Church, 
becauſe ſhe cannot puniſh them in their Bodies: 
nor Eftates, nor hath any coercive Power but what 
is Sprritual, I think (if they well conſidered it) 
= A a4 for that very Reaſon, much more 
r 

(13.) It ſeems to me but a ſhifting Reaſon, 
which he gives, why he randy" nor to enter in- 
to the Diſputes concerning Schiſms or Divifions in 
Churches, or fram Churches, or who are guilty of 
them. For I think this a moſt nece Point, 
and ought to have been done in the place; 
becauſe our Chriſtian Practice, as to publick Wor- 
ſhip, and the ſafety of our Communion therein, 
d it. But I muſt let him do as he 
will; for be it never ſo neceſſary, I cannot make 
him do what he will not. He alth, That's done 
by many on all fides : And muſt we go hunt after. 
all them, before we go on forward with his Book? 
This were an unreaſonable Task, eſpecially if it 
be conſidered, how peevithly and perverſly it is 
done by too many. But to thorten the Work, he 
refers us on the one hand to Dr. Srillmgfleer, who 
(he faith) charger it on the Diſſenters; and to 
Dr. Owen and Mr. Baxter, who lay it on their High 
Oppeſer:, * Dr. Sei llingflacr wanted not 2 

is for them, and his 1 
is the more conſidereble; — it is plain, that 
only the force of Truth prevailed on him to de- 
= contrary to the Prejudices of his Education. 
againſt a Party, — _— 
3 


f d, alias Cb 
originally deſigned for 


; to concern — — 
Intereſt, joyned to long 
1 


1 N 2 
n ns, which i 
Er aten preſent buſineſs to conſider, nor need I, 
for others have already done it. As for Mr. Bax- 
— Pp —_— _ much on which ſide _ was; 
actice 18 ritings were a iddle, 

be chanted the S-kiſe on the High Oelen yer 
chiſm on ers, 

be was oe fo aff or faule in fir Ort inion, 
that he might have been 1 
it to the Diſſenters. 2 
and earneſt Suit for the Rectory of (hiſellurſt in 


Kent (which ha to be void about the time 
of the Fire of ») and that he might obtain 
it, made Promiſes of fall and conftqut 


Conforms z but it being dif poſed to another, 
1 old Poſt : And what uch a Man's 
2 accounted of in this caſe, let 
any Man judge. But however the determination 
of the Matter lies not upon what theſe or other 
Men Thought, but upon der wer the uſe, of 
—_— Author ſeems to think very _m— 

t Men, ind off tink Parties, all 
bw while fo fiercely contended abcut a Matter of 
Nothing rr ſo lay the 
Schifm, he puts in thus reſerve, if there: be one; 
by which he ſeems yo . himſelf X 
whether there be any e 

preſent a if he ctr Fog 
conſtant to himielf, he makes it his buſineſs to 
eee nne 


(14) Our 


(14) 

leſs did, 
to ackno 
a ſcornful di 


* 

Mind, and return'd from it into — 
Church. However, Lam glad that at 
_ not 3 it babe hr 
ſaid nothing 
all d ue towards the proof of his 
2 now he ſeems to prepare tor it, to whith 

lays —_— It is certain the 


— alf to T boly Scripture 
fol Rule, and I think I have proved 
to be againft the Romawifts ; but then it is ſo 
in its kind, and for which it was intended; it 
doth not ſupercede the uſe of other Rules, which 
are helpful in themſelves, and ſubſerviem to it. It 
neither teacheth us Grammar, nor Logick, nor the 
like, it commands and forbids, but rarely gives us 
definitions of things, but ſuppoſes us to have known 
them, or may learn them otherways. As for In- 
ſtance, The Scripture ſaith, Thou ſhalt not fleal + 
Bur Mens dite WP — -x not to be 
und in Scripture, but it ſuppoſet — 
ſettled by —— and equitable Humane 
bliſhments, which this Scripture-Law confirms. 
If a Regus ſhould rob Me: Tall of his Plate of 
Money N. L mplaint he were put to it to 
— out his Right to o them only by 8c ure, ex- 
cluſive of all r Proof, I am a would 
be caſt, and ſo receive a double Injury. If Hu- 
mane Lows were ſet — ad» 
Vance 


C4 


(24) n g 


they properly take ren 6 
p rves it ſe 
We might — known what was Schiſm, 
it in the ſad Effects of it, though the 
never mentioned it; but ſeeing 
condemns it as an hemons Sin, we 


that we be in no wiſe guilty of it, 
not there nicely Pond gy in- 
the Scripture by way of prevention 
id and condemn all Schiſm, yet whilſt 
. liv'd (from whom we received the 
iptures) by reaſon of their extraordi — 
to 


hy 


17 
4 


8 

1 
= 

2 7 f 


1 


15 8 
; 


ending about; it there were any ſuch 
thing, the Caſe of Diotrepbes ſeems to me to come 
the neareſt toit. But though we are not in hafte 
to exclude all other helps, yet 8 
far to go along with our Author, in giving Scrip- 
ture the preference in this and the like and 
are ready to be determined by it; pox do I doubt, 
butt will Garniſh us with ſufficient Matter for 
gur purpoſe, as we ſhall have occaſion to diſcourſe 


very nert h ou Author 
prure, to follow the Law 47 


upon a more. unlucky Simitude fop his purpoſe, 


(25) 
Guards > ener > rep as well 
as in a or Army, 1s # neceſſ 
For if his beloved Diſenters 2 
Military Diſcipline, it would certainly teach them 
better Alanners, and greater Obſervance of their 
Superiors. - I muſt confeſs, that Soldiers are apt 
to be more bo and rude, than moſt Men 
can approve ts than f believe our Acker wit 
2 ; but Diſobedience to their Commanders 
ſeverely puniſhed, and often inexpiable, 
And if ſuch ſtri Rules be by his own Contethon 
—  — —CC + nn manor 
hat al Dif 15 it not an excellent Argument to prove, 
that all Diſorderlineſs ought to be allowed in the 
Armies of the Living God, the Church Mslirans, 
od tint all Maw Gree wma bid defiance to the 


Commands of their lawful and do as 
of taking a Town, or 


they liſt? Is there no 
winning a Battel, unleſs Ric Order bekepe? 
And do we think to er our 
gain Heaven b of Miſrule? — 
Author ſnould have ſaid of this, but Men 
ſometimes forget theaiives, | 

(16.) He acknowledgeth the force of this Rea 
ſon to be ſo great, that it prevails 2 
D IE AT oF 

fo ! Cc 

it doth with many, = whether they like the 
— well or not, to ſtick conſtantly to 
their own Contentieles; and whatever are their 
Errors other ways, according to their Principles fo 
far they ſeem to be in the right; For Communion 
ought to be entire and the ſame. But what a 
rare thing is a quick Invention? He hath find 
out a Trick to evade all this. For (ſaith he, p.6.) 
things may be done decently and in order, were 
there is not Uniforenty, 1 a great variety in leſſer 
things, &c. As for Uniformity in every thing, 

even 


Formity, i 
pound his Riddle. But the true Queſtion i . 
ther or no there ſhall be ſuch an Uniformity as 1 
preſcribed by our Lawful Superiors for 
and Order? And if this muſt not be, I carnot 
how there can be any Order or Decency 1 
Worſbip, or how it is conſiſtent with an — 
in Governors. For of neceſſity ſome — 
be determined, and if that muſt be left to 
Aol, in all Iikelihood they will be fo 
agreement, that greater Confuſnt and more Quar- 
rels will daily arife z beſides that, by this means 
—. ) pos = lo with his F: 
(.) So deſperately in love with his Variety, 
or rather Confufion, a Author, that he cannot 
forbear to the Example of Papiſts to juſtifie 
his Dsſſenters. a horrid Ou againſt Po- 
gory had been raiſed, if any of us had done the 
ike? The very Papifts (ſaith he) amidft all-tbeir 
1 ſeem to a careful Eye to that, in 
allowing ſo many Religious Ce ders, though much dif- 
fering from each other. 1 think his variety of 
Sets, and their many Relizious Orders, may in 
ſome reſpect be well joined together. wg = 
againſt 


F 


e the ſame miſchievous deſign, 
| different means. However his Inſtance will 
not ſerve his purpoſe, but rather make agai 
5 
ir ſaſtical Superiors; an the 
are Lend to — Religious Exerciſes, and I 
under certain Reſtraints, yet they are all of the 
fame Contmunion, 1 the ſtricteſt Obedience 
to their Godernors. If his Diſſenrers ſhould do the 
like, they would Joſe their Name, and the Quar · 
rel would be at an end, If they would * 


Is 


(27) 


. 


of 2 ble Temper, and learn | 
have the liberty with all our Hearts 


— — 
and to 
ſtraints 


Indeed I have many 
be juſtly objected agai 
that 1s not m 

(18.) I di that ſo great a Man would 
have proceeded fairly, and ſet himſelf evidenthy 
to diſprove the Aſſertion, which he proſeſſeth to 
1. Schiſm ts as great a Sin as Aurtber 
or Adultery. But hitherto we have nothing like 
it, nor any thing but rambling. He now enters 
Lghtly 
lad to 
faith he, p. 7.) look am nothi 
4 rent or ation from a Church without 4 juſt 
Cauſe; but "tis certain, Schiſm is alſo a rent or dis 
viſion in a Church, and the Scripture mentrons that 
Contentions, Erxvies and Drvifims among Members 
of the ſame Church. I am to learn who thoſe are, 
who wall allow ing to be called Schiſm, but 
2 Separation from a J can eaſily grant 
him, that there may be Schiſm in a Church as well 
as out of it. But this diſtinction makes little to 
the purpoſe. For ſuppoſe Schiſm either to be an 
equivocal Term, or that the Word is uſed ſometimes 
in a larger, ſometimes in a ſtricter Signification 
it little matters how many things may be called 
Schiſm, but our. buſineſs is to ſtate and aſcertain 
that Schifos which we diſpute about; and then to 
enquire, whether it be a greater Sin than Murrber 
or Adultery, The Schiſm we ſpeak of, is not eve- 


nt 


ry little. Quazgel, or Jangling of Perſons; but is 


of 


_ and I ſhall be 
it 1 any Proof. Moſt ' 
as Schiſm but only 


+... 4 
of that nature, that if it can at all, yet it can ne- 
ver with ſafety be ſuffered or let into the Church. 
And therefore let exclaim againſt Bp. Sbeldon 
as much as he pl I muſt conteſs that I am of 
his mind, That I ad rather have Schiſw one of 
the Church than in ir. For ro ve or ee 
ther goin o 3 —7— other may 

wholſome fraud, | but let it in, hr 
infets the whole, ſets e on the Church, and 
ptr pe of all. Nor 
in it fair and candid dealing to explain Bp. Sbei- 
2 s Saying contrary to his Meanin 1 


Schiſm out of the Church : Gu ky — 
of the National Church of , 
. Untverſal 82 I out ——— 


Fews, Mabometans, or | rags For this Aſſertion 
_— poſeth one of theſe two things, or hoth; 1. That 
| may be a Member of the Untver al Church, 
— yet no Member of any Pærticular Church : Or, 
2. That he may renounce the Communion 8 his 
— 2 Orebodox Church, or be ri — 
ed out of it, and yet. continue a 0 
Univerſal Church; both which are falſe, my dia- 
metrically oppoſite to the Judgment and Practice 
of all primitive Antiqui — * —— 
2 Member 971 the Univ Church, vr ra was not 
admitt Baptiſm i into ſome Particu 
and continued under thoſe lawful — 
Powers, by which Grace and Succuurs are conveyed 
to them; and if any ſeparated from their Ortho- 
2 particular Church, or were ejected out of it, 
y were rejected by the whole Church. This 
5 _ — Demiſory Letters green to Tra- 


Chriftiazs, tel + thei Ora with- 
— * — — 
Se ; and from their other 
Churches of — excomnunicated by them; 


they never received one anothers W 
W 


(29 ) 


when the Excommunica 
but ſuch Perſons were — 45 5 


of the whole Church of The Finger 
be a Alember of the Body but by 22 
the Hand, and if it be ſeparated from 
it will be ſeparated from the whole Body as 
as from the Hl And if he could a. thy 
that all our of the Univerſal Church are Jews, Mo- 
hometans, or Heathens, it will be ſinall co to 
his Schiſmatick, let his Pretences be what 
will. For he might have remembred, that no 
than our bleſſed Saviour himſelf, ſaith, ( Afar. 18. 
17.) If be neglett to bear the Church, let lim be un- 
to thee as a Man and a Publican. i. e. 
Let him be looked on as a deſperate deplorable 
Sinner, whoſe Condition is no better than a Hea- | 
ten. 
(19.) It is well we can agree in any thing; but 
I know not to what e he tells us, That ir 
agreed by all, that thoſe who cauſe Droifions and 
Diſentions in or from a Church are the Schiſma- 
ticks, (p. 7.) unleſs he had a mind to mn 
themſelves. For whereas he ſubjoins, That Schiſms 


are caus d both by Ag an ing things wirh- 
ont 4 OO it hath Jon fficiently proved 
2 and may be farther in the of 


Diſcourſe, That (if it muſt be call 
jw — is impoſed or required by our 2 
. bur what 5 is widen d the Va 9 
thority; erefore oi ſuch things, even 
to A 2 muſt neceliarily be — 4 cauſe, 
and conſequently they muſt br the Schiſmaticks. 
As for has Fears, which he intends for R 
they may deſerve to be taken notice of, when he 
can ſhew juſt cauſe for them. But there are a 
fort of Men, who, that they may afiright and 
terrifie others, will be pretending to Fears, where 
10 Fear is; and it we are become infenfible * 
ready 


2 — — . ——— ____—_— - 


perhaps fatally, the avert it. 
(20.) To palliate the Sin of Schiſm, he tells us, 
(p. 8.) That ir*s not proper ro ſay, all that are 
way guilty of Schiſm are Schiſmaticks. I with with 
my Heart, that this Gentleman would give his 
mind to ſpeak properly, and not endeavour to 
— * upon his Reader with ambiguous Speeches, 
and random Diſcourſes. For he knows well 
that we concern not our ſelves in this Diſpute 
about ſeveral things which he is pleaſed to call 
Schi ſin, and therefore do not think them to be 
2 * called Schiſmaticks. But, never- 
theleſs, may not they who are any way guilty 
of Schjſm be ſo far called Schſmaticks, as their 
Guilt extends? If the Guilt of Schiſz» be their Sin, 
what can their Denomination be but Schiſmaricks * 
And yet this doth not make all alike guiity, nor 
all alike dangerons Schiſmaticks ; though Schiſma- 
ricks they muſt be in ſome ſenſe, if they are any 
thing. But if this ſhould hold, he thinks all that 
any way break the ſecond Commandment might be 
called Idolaters, which he cannot yield to, (tho 
by the way it ſeems ſtrange to me, that theſe 
Men, who have E apt to find 2 * 
almoſt every thing, Ty out horribly agai 
it, hocki cn a ſudden bebe fo favourable to 
that Sin) For (faith he) by tbe ſame Reaſon, all 
that are finfully angry, are Murtherers; all that 
Dave finful deſires, are Adulterers, Rc. but this, he 
tells you, is notoriouſly falſe. But with his good 
leave, I hope not ſo very notoriouſly falſe, feeing 
Chriſt himſelf tells us, That whoſoever it angry 


with his Brother without a canſe, ſhall be in _ 
of tb Fudement, &c. (Mat. 5. 22.) And that 


ſever 


fits in Af 


lings, wit | 
a haps the offending part may be juſtly 
charg'd with Weakneſs, Anger, Hatred, Uncharita- 
bleneſs, or the like; and at this rate we may make 
every Sin Scbiſm : But this is not properly Schiſm, 
e 
eſent diſpute, is ing to e. 
E could wiſh, that there were no 
ſuch Quarrels, yet whilſt Men are Men on Earth, 
there will be ſuch; and we are forc'd to bear 
with what we cannot help; and therefore in this 
caſe he hath no cauſe to complain of us. Theſe 
things indeed tend towards Schiſm, and often break 
oat into, and cauſe aſtual ſeparations; but till they 
Co ſo, they are not Sabi ſn, 1 and 
ſuch as our preſent Controverſie is about. Yet he 
will tell us, That all that are not joined to the faitb- 
ſul Servants of God, (by whom I ſuppoſe he means 
themſelves; for, if you believe them, they are all 
Saints) but haue their Hearts (et agaiuſt them, are 
really guilty of Schiſm, bought bey wo: ſhip. God with 
them, and come to the ſame Table of the Lord. This 
is not very favourably ſpoken ot his loweſt ſort of 
Schiſm, though the deſign of his Book was to make 
it either no Sin, or a very diminitive one. But 
(faith he) Thus Cain was A great Schiſmatick. Was 


Cain 


4 » ap 
Cain then an Occaſional Conformiſt ? Pra) him 
into your Calendar of Saints, le apes 
of his Company. But here is another 


tor. er the Amory of « Py is uct 
turn. of a Pepi is i 
able, 2 oh the Diſſenters can ſerve themſelves of 
them; and juſt now he hath luckily found out one 
(Tolet) for his Voucher, that Schiſm is often cm- 
mitted inwardly, without any external Ad. I do 
not deny, but that it may have 4 tendency to 
Schiſm, and in ſome degree partake of its Nature; 
but then certainly the exrernal Ad and ofen Sepa- 
ratwn is much worſe, which is the thing which 
ought to have been ſpoken to. 

(22.) After all this looſe diſcourſe, which ſerves 
only to amuſe his Reader, at ** he 2 
to diſtinguiſn of Schiſm, and fairly eſſeth, 
(p. 9.) That ſome kinds of Schiſms are exceed: 
great Sins, and as Damnning as Murther o s 
tery. So far good: But I cannot underſtand why 
he thould fay, That Schiſm is not ſo eafily known, 
and notoriouſly vifible, as thoſe Sins are. For is 
not an open flared oppoſite Communion, and publick 
Defiance of Authority, as eaſily known and no- 
torioully viſible, as Adultery, which for ſhame ſeeks 
privacy; or Aurtber, whack. unleſs in ſome caſce 
15 not y committed, and then not in-the 
ſight of many ? But to let this paſs, we will be 
content with what he faith, That this is among 
the greater ſort of Sins, for which Men fball receive 
greater Damnation; ſuch Schiſms as d from 
g'eat Blindneſs, bitter Zeal, ed of true Godlli- 
neſs, worldly Intereſts, borrible Pride, and the like, 
which make havuock in the Church. Theſe 


the higbeſt ſort of Hint, aud cannot conſiſt 
5 Sfp te Salvation. Now let 2 
alt Applictiog of this be made to the pre 

Caſe, and then this Conteil.on will confute 


the 


& a10 among 
wich Cha- 


all 


(33) 
Schiſm as he pleaſeth, I deſivs 
of Schiſm that is, which riſeth 
than a violent ſtated Separation, coghnnigs 


2 
8 


Þ 


i 


ncourag | 
manner of Diforderlineſs, and the ut- 
havock of the Church? This is the 
and plain matter of Fa&; and therefor 
own Confeſſion the preſent Schiſm muſt be es 
ing 2 Sin as Murther or Adultery, let it fall 
ere it will. Teer 
quitted his Party, when he makes Schiſm of this 
nature proceed from great Blindneſs. For thou 
ſometimes — 7 elves under the 
name of weak Brethren, yet now they would let 
they are ſtrong, and ſo they had need to 
be, when they dare Legion both Church and State; 
10 l „ Men 
wiſe; if it would, moſt infamous Hereticks, 
the Gnoſticks, had been the moſt knowing Man in 
the World. Then, as for his bitter Zeal, and ha- 
tred calling themſelves 


= 


4 


4 


0 n 8 bi 
rily z 7, 2 ought to do many thing. 
trary to the Name of us of Nazareth, (A. 26. 
9.) and the bleſſed Feſus himſelf told his Diſciples 
a time coming, that whoſoever killed them, would 
think be, did God ſervice, (John 16. 2.) theſe Men 
did nof think they were Haters of true Godlineſs, 
and yet at the time were moſt bitter Exe- 
mies of i. Ve hon haves the Zeal of wee” 
verſaries, t it to be bitter enough; an 
therefore, though to gain their ends they would 
ſeem to cajole us, it were weakneſs to think that 
Preſbyterians in England a tn ate * 
| ame; 


> 4. 2 
E 


things, and 


but with a deſign to 


Is 


ves, 
er conſider of things, and try whether 
can in good earneſt diſ themſelves from be- 
ing the Cauſe of the preſent devouring Schifm ; 
which end I ſhall lay before them ſome things of 
greater moment 1n the cloſe. 


3 


cerning a 

Altar, and a pret „in 1 none, 

againſt a real and true Authority, I think it need- 
leſs and impertinent to launch out into a diſcourſe Wl 
about os, which he faith are of a lower Nature. 
> * _—_— 2282 tbeſe 9 - 
ins apat hurtful to 5 provo 

the Lord to correct People that are guilty of em more 

or leſs many ways; ſometimes in their Souls, by 

withdrawing his gracious Preſence, and writing bi 
things again them ;, oft in thei 7 nt ans 


(35) 


from writing this t0 * any in their Schiſm, or 40 


encourage any wantonly, proudly, or careleſly to run 
into ir, or continue in it, carefully to avoid it ; 


we are to watch agai all Sin, if we will be 
ſaved. I fay, after ſuch things ſpoken of it, 
I wonder — he could ſo Fn there in the very 


next hence infer, That it's a 
falſe, and that 
all who are guilty of Schiſm are in a ſtate of Dam- 


nation, 8c. (p. 10.) For if there be any Truth in 
A I am ſure it can never flow from 
but rather the contrary. He might 
as — l bare had that Mertber and Adultery are 
great Sins, and thence infer that they are not 
damming. For wherein do they provoke God more 
than he confeſſeth the other do? But our buſineſs | 
15 not to enquire into their Sin, who may be any 
ways, or in any degree guilty of Schiſm, in his 
new notion and various ſorts aT! it, but how great 
is their Sin, who are guilty of a formal ſtated 
Schiſm ; and if he ff not to this, his whole 
is one entire Fallacy, and doth not anſwer, 
2 evade the true Queſtion. 
Ir L that he ſhould be unwil- 
33 t any of his ſhould believe Schifm 
erous a Sin; in; for might deter then 
ſpoil their Trade. hey are ſafe 
8 can make them ſo proud, 
and — Prwedly as 70 deſpiſe it di a 
foolib Charge, and are buoy'd op with a falſe 


ſuaſion, that ir 17 om Pride and carua In 
rere; but plc of e. upon it as no other 
than a nncommon Impudence, when he 


— em, that we do nor believe our 
wr hugh in thi he y few themſelves to be 

of their Craft, for to gain this point would 
N 5e to their Cauſe ; for if we 
do not believe our Ives, there is no reaſon in 


tends, who would 
damnable Diſſemblers, who do not believe them- 
ſelves in what they conſtantly | ene 6 and _ 
_ eee 

EH plug rang fey 
= can perſuade them to have ſuch an opinion 
of ws But there is a God, who knows our Since- 


rity, and will one day impartially judge between 
rity However, * 4 believes, "yy not behev eves 


a it, our Author tunes the Proaf of the 


on his 
he 


; and we ſhall follow him, to ſee how 
it good. 


_ 


LA 


CHAP. IIL 


The Reſbneſe of bis Aſertion, which be promiſeth to 
prove 22 Particulars, . 1. The Opinion, — 
it were taken the —_— — 2 
good, 2, 3, 4. it 1s not ta F4 0- 

man Doctors, 5. 4 ſbort Anſwer to bis Autho- 


rittes, 6. 


(1.) 7 T the Sin of Schiſm puts Men into a 

ſtate of Damnation, Mr. Tallents 3 

to be a falſe, borrible, and unſu ſefferable Opins 

not content with that, ch one 4 Sow 

| ſhould be bad he moreover undertakes to 

make it fooliſh and abominable 10 all, (p.11) 
_ Had he inſtill d this Opinion into his Admirers,who 


take 
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(37) 
take all his Difates for Oracles, and kept it as an 
— michl —4 2 der — br 

s, on 
Moderation ;, 1 monte tn bliſh 
it in Print, I fear will expoſe his own Diſcretion , 
not only becauſe it diſcovers a Secret, allarms 


and exaſperates his Oppoſers, but alſo for two other 


—_ ft, 1 his = ps _ 
e Opinion i, gron on ſome Paſſages in Cy- 
ian, and other of the Fathers. Now theſe were 
en of eminent Parts, Piety and Learning; and 
moreover were either Martyrs or Confeſſors for 


the Faith; they were never accounted Fools, till 


Mr. Talleut put them into the Liſt. And thoſe, 
who have any Reverence for Antiquity, or Eſteem 
for the beſt of Men, will be apt to have meaner 
Thoughts of his Viſdom, who fo inſolently at- 
tempts to blaſt their Reputation. 2dly, Mr. Tal- 


Tents himſelf confeſſeth Schiſm to be Sin; and if 


ſo, what better courſe can be taken to deter and 
Men from it, than to ſet it forth in the moſt 
voured Colours it will bear? And if he and 
his Party are free from it, what need they care 
how monſtrouſly it is expoſed? The blame will 
then fall on their Adverſaries, and their Cauſe 
will look much the better for it. When therefore 
a Man needleſly labours to leſſen a Sin, it is ſorely 
to be ſuſpected, that he fears he ſhall fall under 
the Guile of it. But to let that ſeeing he 
hath ſo boldly undertaken the Task, I ſhall be fo 
bold as to examine his Performance. Now, that 
the Opinion is horrible, fooliſh and abominable, he 
promiſeth to ſhew from theſe four Topicks. 

1ſt, That it is greatly taken from the Romanifts, 

2dly, That it 1s without any ground in Scripture, 


and is full agcinf it. 
zaͤly, it damm a part of the Church, 
multitudes of excellent Perſons 11 all Ages and Places, 
| 3 as 


on 


X , 


nat þ e k 
4 7 


4thly. That it's 
Cyprian, TEE: 


he ſake 


general, t in partic 

(2.) ede en a. d v, 
( which ſhall be tried when we come to it) it is 
obvious to any one at firſt ſight, that the other 
three are far making any dire& Proof of his 
Aſſertion. But we will take them in courſe, and 
as he hath ſet them down: And t, he faith 
this horrible, fooliſb, abominable That ie ir 
greatly taken from the chief Doctors of the Church 
ome. ag hat — —— 


= 


1 on 
Fathers : 
was 


y 

Head of ——— he Rich. [rs onl 
ſome Paſſages in Cyprian, and —_ 
And + us. aha. 0 who lived 

known or thonght of, how comes it to be 
ry _ ray late Roman —_— 
aid a little too near together, idering 
7 But you muſt know, that if 
cannot find Popery in every thing, we ſhall 
forcd upon plain Argument, and then it will 


1 


FE 


Ts 


hard with us. And therefore the Cry of Popery 
Muſt always come in, and is to be uſed as an Amu- 
ue ar TY tion of ſome Peo- 
ple, who are terribly afraid of Popery, while they 

flags hear any yup | that to make 
them deaf to all other Reaſoning, tho” the 
beſt of Kings was brought to the the 


beſt of Churches overturn'd and 


falſe Cry of Popery, yet the 
vails; and People wre kept — with the 


ham, 7 
(3. ) But fince he undertakes to manifeſt the Opi- 
mon to be fooljſ6, I think he hath made choice of 
very untoward medium for his ſe in ſay· 
ing it is n from the Chief Roman Doctor. For 
e their Chief Dofors only 4 pack of Fools? I 
think it ſo unworthy a to attempt to gain 


for Mr. Tallents to find any con- 
ſiderable number amongft his Preſ>yteria» or In- 
Doctor to match them. And if an Opi- 

muſt be therefore ſaid to be fooliſbh, becauſe 
taken from the r 1 — 
Opinions peculiar to the Independents or 
ant may not as well be ſaid to be Fooliſh, 
taken their Chief Doctors. For tho 
I doubt not, but that the Diſſenters think highly 
of their own Fiſdem, yet I think the other have 
made it appear to the World, that 


25 
little Fools as themſelves. It had th e been 
_ _——_— or fry uns 1 more 
paring in this kind. I deny not but = Charge 
of Ignorance may be 5 truly drawn up, not on 

4 | —_— 


their Cauſe wall — e 

to have recourſe to hiſtry, 
— at it; — 2 them 
in a Practice of 
ſhew their Wits, * 
Art they call adele, po 1. therefore 


ſible. For we: 
2 the War 
they were 2 


— 
_— For ev 
— ee ; he muff 
— 1 Truth and rg or elſe he 
will have noting to colour his 


to be greatly = ne Oo he Ch 
- Church of Rome, yet it cannot, oo — 
to be either borr:ble, fooliſh, or aboyrinable. For 
the only Reaſon he urgeth, that it is fo, is, That 
it is po ny and if the being taken from 
them, -is that which makes it borrible, 22 

abominable ; then whatſoever may like rea- 
ſon be ſaid to be taken from them, muſt be deemed 
to be horrible, fooliſh, and gl nar} ng And then, 
ſe we will fall under this rnd noting which hy we 


muſt #ſe Loſs nating Gay ae, uſe, do 


WI at this oe, if B EW wear wy; * we — 
80 paked, if they enjoin publick Worſbip, we — 
* 
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+ 4+ at 
Atheiſts ;, if they acknowledge the Scriptures, we 
muſt deny them; and many other ſuch horrid Con- 
which would make a Man's Hair ſtare 


on his Head to hear only mentioned. If he had 


ſaid, that it was taken from them, as being pecu- 
Cech of hee, witch i pooperty called Apo 
ome, Which is properly ca 4 
then {aid ſomething to the ſe ; but 
I neither doth ſay, nor can ſay as to this 
. And therefore, though for upholdi 
n „ this 
ſaid to ſcandalize the Church of England, and 
poor deluded Souls; I cannot but make 
, whether Mr. Tallents, though he was 
Ived to make a flouriſh with it, could really 
himſelf, that the Argument was of any 
to prove an Opinion to be no leſs than bor- 
rible, . fooliſh, and mable, meerly for bei 
early taken from the Chief Doctors of the Chur 
Rome. Other Truths, acknowledged not only 
us, but by the P:eſbyterians and I. 
Ives may with more Reaſon be ſaid to be 
taken from them than this. For it 1s agreed, that 


he had 


4 
4 


4 


755 
I 


there are many Truths, which are acknowledged 


by them, and are no leſs owned by us all; and if 
any Man will fay, that they were taken from 
them, I cannot help it ; but that ſhall never 
ſuade me to diſown them: But for this, it is at 
beſt queſtionable, whether with any colour of Rea- 
fon it can be ſaid to be taken from them, which I 
ſhall now make appear. | 

(5.) I think it hath been ſufficiently proved, That 
ini not to be called Horrible, fooliſh, 


an 

and abominable, purely upon the account that it is 

ſaid to be greatly taken from the Chief Doctors of the 

Roman Church. And if the in it ſelf be 

not good, tho it were never ſo true; if it mare- 
| over 


(42) 
over be proved to be falſe, and that it was not 
taken from them, * think it — * = . wha 
ry impertinentl imprudent * in 
this caſe; and If it farther & ws be 
Mr. Tallente's own Reaſoning upon this very head, 
it certainly may be thought very unbecoming his 
Years and Learning thus to trifle with the World, 
and endeavour to impoſe upon Men. Now, by its 
being taken from the Romiſb Doctors, he muſt mean 
either that our Notion of Scbhiſin, or the Opinion 
that Schiſm is as heinous a Sin as Murr her or Adul- 
zery is taken thence, or both. But neither of theſe 
is true. For, firſt, our Notion of Schiſm is not the 
fame with theirs; ours is as ancient as the Church 
of Chriſt, and the ſame with the primitive Fa- 
thers : Theirs is later, and crept in with the ex- 
orbitant Power of the P and is owned by no 
Chriſtians in the World thoſe of their own 
Communion. We acknowledge every true and 
lawful Biſhop to be the Head of Unity, and Re- 
eſentative of Chriſt within his Diſtrict, and that 
Schiſm ariſeth by ing from ind ſetting 
up againſt ſuch lawful Authority; but we own 
no one Head of the Univerſal Church but Chrift 
eſus himſelf: They are for one Univerſal Vicarial 
Head by divine Appointment fix'd to the See of 
Rome, to whom . in the World muſt be 
Underlings and Slaves, and without whoſe Direction 
or Allowance they muſt not dare to Act; which 
as it can never be proved, ſo is it intolerable and 
impracticable. But I need not farther inſiſt on 
this, becauſe thus far our Accuſer himſelf acquits 
us. For thus ſaith he, They (i. e. the Romaniſts) 
ſay none are in the Church, but they That own the 
Pope, and communicate with the of Rome. 
But the Church of England is far from any ſuch abo- 
minable Thought : And few, i pe cor gn 
incline to the Papiſts in this, though ſeveral join _ 
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( 43 ) 
them in the danming of Schiſmaticks, (p. 12.) It 
remains therefore to Ire by the Opi- 
nion, That Schiſm is as great a Sin as Murther or 
Adultery, wh we have taken it from the Ro- 
man Doftors* And if we have not, then there is 
no zrutb, as well as no force in his Argument. He 
might ——_ his pains in proving, That the 
Papifts are of this Opinion; I ſhall readil 
grant it. But then Mr. Tallents did not ſo — 
1 2 of his * when u the _ 
time he tells us, and brings his proofs for it, 

the Roman Dofors have taken this Opinion from 
the Fathers, and he particularly names Clemens, 
Cyprian, Optatus, Auguftin. Indeed he cannot find 
2 Saint them, though the meaneſt of his 
Tribe ſhall be honoured with the Title. In ſhort, 
he ſaith as to Baronins, That be obſerves, that 


tom and Hierom have ſaid the ſame, and 
all the Fathers of the Church, (p. 12.) jolly 
y. Now why might not we take this Opi- 
mon from the Fathers, as well as the Romaniſts £ 
Are we more debarred 1 
Is there an Inguijition, or any Deleaturs, upon 
Fathers us, as there is among them? Or 
are the Fathers neglected, and not read by us? 
I thank God, — and mean as I am, I have by 
me a good parcel of the Fathers, and · I think can 
read them as well as ſome others; and I ſhould 
think my ſelf very unadviſed, if I ſhould have 
recourſe to the Romaniſts for that, which I could 
much better have from the Fathers tbemſelvet. 
Would any Man, who hath his Senſes, leave the 
pure clear Fountain, to drink at a fulſom muddy 
Stream ? Wien we have it in our choice, why . 
ſhould it be thought, that we would take an Opr- 
nion from thoſe, who in all other Matters would 
be a ſhame and reproach to us, when we might as 
eaſily have it from them, who 3 


(44) 
the Chriſtian Church, and would be an Honour and 
Reputation to us? It would tempt one to think, 
that Mr. Tallents had condemned the Opinion as 
Foliſb, with a defign to beg us all for Fools. Why 
could he not be as civil to xs, as he is to the Ro- 
maniſts, and allow us to have taken the Opinion 
from the Fathers, as well as acknowledge that the 
Roman Doors have done ſo ? But ps there 
is a confiderable Reaſon for this, which though 
Mr. Tallents thought fit to keep as a Secret, yet 
I am reſolv'd to blab it out. To have faid, — 
we had taken it from the Fathers, would have 
been no ſcandal to us, nor have excited the Scorn 
and Indignation of his Party againſt us, but might 
have ered the giving ſome Credit to the 
inion; and therefore, right or wrong, true or 
e, we are to be charged with taking it from 
the Roman Doctors; for otherwiſe his Party could 
not be alarm'd, nor we made obnoxious to the 
Hatred and Violence of Legion. This is neither 
very ingenious, nor honeſt. And I will farther 
give him a Reaſon, why he ought and might more 
properly have ſaid, that we took this Opinion from 
the Fathers, than that the Romaniſts have done ſo. 
For we urge this againſt Schiſm in that Senſe and 
Notion which the Fathers themſelves had of Schiſm, 
but the Romanifts urge this againſt Schiſm in their 
Novel and Peculiar Notion of it. So that let both 
the Truth of the Opinion, and the Application of 
it be conſidered, it is we that have taken it from 
the Fathers, and not the Romaniſts; for as they 
apply it, theirs is not the Opinion of the Fathers, 
* * der the K d Danger of the Sin of 
- (6.) As ature an er i 

Schilta. it will be more properly conſidered in 
another place; here I am only concerned with our 
Author's Reaſoning: And from what hath been 


ſaid, I think it doth plainly appear, that his Al- 
ſertion 


1 brings to prove what we 
oy wr he names one or two, 


more favourably of Perſons involv'd 
Schuſm, I ſhall return him only this ſhort An- 
wer That God hath bound us up to the Rules 
and Lowe he hed given us, but hath not limited 
hamſelf, as to the Difpenſation of his Mercies and 
Favours, out of the common and ordinary way. 
How far therefore God may be pleaſed to extend 
his Mercy to Perſons miſled into Schiſm, who are 
purely under miſtake, and otherwiſe ſober and 
modeſt, and willing to come to the knowledge of 
the Truth, it becomes neither me. nor any other 
to determine, whatever we may or wiſh ; 


this is wholly in the good Plenfare of the AL 
ty and Co on ma 


| mighty And though Pie ad favourab 
and kind, yet here we have no certain Rule to 
walk by; nor is it” ſafe for them to truſt to ſuch 
uncertain Charitable ſals. And therefore 
this I do fay, and will by, till I ſhall be 
r. ule, — gas , That they are out of 
Way . end that dhe Bats, amect- 
ing. to wha we ought to make our Judgment, 


ch way ſoever our Affectiont may work. 


* (45) 
CHAP. IV. 
The Opinion, that Schiſm is as great a Sin as Mur- 
ther or Adultery, prov'd to be not agen Scrip- 
rure, F. 1. Objeftions anſwered, 2. Text, 
1 Cor. 13. 1, 2, 3. explain d and vindicated, 3. 
Two Texts in St. Luke reconciled, and their mean- 
ing ſer forth, 4. Dr. Sherlock vindicated, 5. 
bat Agreement neceſſary, 6. Separation from 
the Authority of the Church, ſeparation from the 
2 7. The Citations from * and 
r. Stillingfleet confidered, 8. His Argument re- 
rorted, 9. Mr. Dodwell defended, 10,11. That 
Schiſm deſtroys Charity, 12. The Author's mother- 
miſtake ed, 13. 


(1.) THE Noiſe of Popery was the Forerunner 
; 


to ſound to Arms, and rouze the 
but that proving a 
to ſhelter himſelf 


more dangerous a 
ſecond Argument he lays down in theſe words: 
This Horrid Opinion has no ground in Scripture, but 
is full againſt it, (p. 19.) If it have no ground in 
Scripture, I ought not to deſire him to ſhew, what 
is not; but if it be full againſt Scri I think 
he is obliged to prove that very clearly ; other- 
wiſe he will be much to blame for drawing up 
ſach a horrible Charge : But this I cannot find that 
he hath done, or any where to purpoſe ſet about 
It. But if I do rove, that this Opinion, let him 
call it as horrid as he pleaſeth, hath ground in 
Scripture, then the equence will be, that it is 
not againſt it; and then their cry of Scripeure, 
| Scripture, 


(499) _ 

Scripture, will be much to the ſame e as 
that of the Jews, The Temple of the Lor Tem- 
ple of the Lord, even while they profaned it. That 
Schiſme is a Sin, Mr. Tallents not only confeſſet 
but proves from Scripture; but he has a great mi 
to make it an odd fort of an infienificant Sin. The 
fear of Fypery rr 
up the diſtinction of morral and venial Sin; 

yet he would have it as like this latter as one Egg 
is to another, For the ſake of the Diſenters, it 
maſt be accounted ſach a pretty harmleſs Sin, that 
it is not worth while to any Men with it, 
or to diſcourage them from it. But it ſeems there 
are other Men, who are not of his mind; and 
therefore the queſtion muſt be, Whether Schiſm: be 


As a Sin as Aſurr ber or 1 Now ſiip- 
. in this particular the Scripture hath 
made no diſtinct Compariſon between theſe Sins, 
nor ſaid which is the greater; muſt we therefore 
never judge of the greatneſs or heinouſneſs of any 
Sin, with reſpect to others, unleſs the Scripture 
have gone before us in that matter, compared 
them together, and determined the Caſe? May 
we not judge of a Sin by its Nature, by its 
miſchievous Effects, and the like, without — 
ſaid to judge againſt Scripture? And when Scrip- 
ture not only condemns a thing as a Sin, but repre- 
ſents it as foul and abominable, and paſſionately 
deters 8 doth 3 caſe of Schiſm) 
may not t e ground for our proceedings? 
The Scripture expoſeth Schiſm as a great Sin, and 
among his many ſorts Mr. Tallents hath found out 
one ſort of Scbhiſin, which he confeſſeth to be worſe 
than Murtber or Adultery, (p. 9.) and I hope he 
of all Men living would An is, unleſs he lad 
ſome nd from Scripture; and therefore by his 

wn ſhon it cannot be univerſally true, That 


this borvid Opinion (as he will call it) i: full againſt 


— 419 ground in 


Scripture, and bath no ground i 
of Truth ee Gra dim. 
Cauſe he muſt either diftinguiſh 
ly unfay it again; and how he behaves himſelf 
under that Circumſtance ſhall be now enquired 
Into. | ; 
(2.) When he had told us, that zb:s Opini 
EEE 
to have to uch plain convincing Texts 
produced, as ſhould have put an end to the Con- 
troverſie. For if it be thus full againſt Scripture, 
that might have been eaſily done; and as it 
have _— , ſo alſo the moſt ſatiſ- 
factory. ving are two things; 
. 
things upon their bare word, than put them upon 
the proof of one. This would have been an un- 
eaſie taſk; and therefore he takes another courſe, 
and endeavours to invalidate ſome parti Texts 
and Reaſons, which are urg'd by his Adverſaries. 
Now when a Man ſhall pick and chooſe, and re- 
—— = eB 2, Be „ if he 
ve any Brains, make his own ez 
but ſuch ſkimming over a Controverſie will never 
bring it to a and Determination. However, 
we muſt follow him in the way he will go: And 
rein r 2 
13. J, 2, 3. ak wit ONgues 
els, a 1 Charity, I am become as 
Sounding Braſs, or a tinkling Cymbal. And though 
S „ and underſtand all My- 
ſteries, and all Knowledge : and though I bave all 
Faith, ſo that I could remove Mountains, and baus 
0 Charity, I am nothing. And though I beſtow all 
my Goods to feed the Poor, and though I groe my 
Body to be burnt, and have not Charity, it profiteth 
me notbing. He truly calls theſe — * Words, 
. 


( 49) 


hk hive and (os For i theſe words te: 


— „ and Scbifms 5 e 


true Chriftian Chari 12 
ee 
nate 


y ; but firſt I muſt 
fee what Kath & fy tothe eee 
very unadviſedly begins with 
he) 4 Diſſenter, whatever bis 

be, have not this Charity, be 1 

be undone for ever. ave a cate, 
more than your Fingers. The very 
prove, that ſuch z 
have this Charity. Nor have pad fir hy 
to avoid it, but by ſhowing the unlacrfultets of 
the Authority and Communion your r have 
— y' x fry which I am confident can ne- 
ver do; and as for any Ocr wiſt, 
e ee For if the 


their Caſe — but wi 
touch at Gs he cls Fl wp 


Fee 


tel 


municates with no — at any 1 
Charity, &c.—— And al Rulers an 
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(50) 
are notbing,- but. will be undone for ever, (p. 20. 
Now fo all this be true, oy Foy 
— Is thi e Bars that this Text is not 


ther it 
—— 


1 — 
Fx N 
ne for ever, i. e. 

S ere 
But he is miſtaken in his · Charity 4 
C Ron bene he 
— end Folly tn fooeh Man: wp wa 
ir Sins, and encourage them in an evil Way, 
which tonds-t0 chale aver Baie: In this cal 
is rather Chari — renner 8 ny oe 
bu — Fe, it be pole, Wer 


it ir not tb the purpoſe, for which we alledge it. 
And therefore he . thus: Many who are 
void of. this Charity, and hate their Bretbren, 
may — ny ah in a Church, &c. (P. 20.) I fear 
not ery quietly, or not very long 

85. es — Brethren, But — may — 
5 being as ttle to the purpo 
other. For did we ever ſay 1 
d ineonſiſtent with Gag bete, Or dath 
what he fays prove, that and Charity are 
—— — and that this Text doth not prove 
the contrary? He takes great pains to reconcile 
Aug with beide vl 7 the ace time Starts 
Iprian 


"T3 


Cyprian to be againſt him. For he tells us, That 
ant it, 


. Ina p 

brought to prove, that Violaters of Unity have not 
this Chart : And who are Violaters of Unity, if 
Schiſmaticks be not > Nay, Mr. Tallents himſelf 
lays this down as an undoubted Truth, That 2h. 
of Schilm lies in Uncharitableneſs, and the 
Venom of it in Hatred, (p. 8.) Now when by his 
own Confeſſion the Crime in its own nature is ſo 
oppoſite to Charity, that it cannot have Life or 
Being but by the extinction of Charity, how is it 
poſſible to Gin the Criminal, and to make ham a 
3 whoſe Sin extinguiſheth Cha- 
in him? | 
(z.) Having given Anſwer to his ſeveral Ob- 
ions, which indeed are ſtrangely looſe and wide 
from the purpoſe, I ſhall, though as briefly as may 
be, endeavour ſomewhat farther to clear the Mean- 
ing of this Text; and ſo to ſhew, that it hath been 
very pertinently uſed by others in this caſe. Co- 
71mth, the Metropolis of Achaia, was a City of great 
Trade, rich and ; and Vealtb is very apt 
to make People themſelves wiſe; and on 
that account to ſturt new: Opinions, and be te- 
nacious of them, which conſequently breeds Feuds 
and Diſturbances. Thither allo flock*d\many Fews, 
4 Mercurial People, for * of Trade, who 
13 2 were 


(52) | 
were ud Enemies to St. Paul, and the Chri- 
ſtian Religion: And even ſuch of the converted 
ty ee them. And amongſt thi wee 

y them. At t this m 
of People pernicious Poctrines were ſet on 3 
even to the denial of the Reſurretron of the Dead; 
than which nothing could be more deftructive of 
Chriſtianity. In this caſe it was no eaſie matter 
to preſerve the Faith uncorrupt, and to keep Peace 
Love among the Profeſſors of it. Now be- 
cauſe the want of theſe did not only hinder the 
Propagation of the Chriſtian Religion, but endan- 
r the very Being of it, St. Paul ſets himſelf with 
ng and manifold Arguments to perſuade to 
Peace, Love and Unity, and to convince them of 
the neceſlity of it. But I ſhall wave them all, to 
conſider only That in the preceding Chapter, upon 
which this Text fellows as a farther and ſtill more 
preſſing Argument. There he informs us, that all 
Chriſtians are Members of one Body, whereof Chriſt 
is the Head; and that their Safety conſiſts not on- 
> & their continuing Members, but by diſcharging 

ir reſpective Duties, which are requiſite for the 
Relief, Maintenance, and S of the Body; and 
this he illuſtrates by a Similitude taken from the 
Natural Body, wherein all the ſeveral Members 
have their diſtinct Uſes and Employments ; and as 
no Member ought to invade the Othce of another, 
ſo neither can it no its own Duty without de- 
triment or danger both to it ſelf and the whole; 
and though ſome of their Offices may ſeem mean, 
yet the meaneſt of them are ſo nec , that not 
any one can ſay it ſtands not in need of the other; 
The Eye cannot ſay unto the Hand, I bave no need of 
thee : nor again, the Head to the Feet, I hæur mw 
need of (ver. 21.) e 

ould 


thruſt the Eye out of its Office, take upon it 
LiF the difharge of it, there w f 


- each — and of the whole, conſiſts in the mu- 
tual diſcharge of thoſe Offices for which Nature 
deſigned them; but if any part acts croſgrain dly, 
it diſorders and grieves the whole; and it it ſepa- 
rate from the Body, it maims the Body, and cuts 
it ſelf off from any communication with, or ſup- 
ply from the Body, without which it cannot live. 
And thus in the Church, which is the Body of 
Chriſt, ( of which we muſt all be Members, it we 
will receive any ſaving Influence from him) there 
are diverſities of Gifts, Adminiſtrations, and Opera- 
tions But then theſe are given to profit withal 
and therefore they ought not to be ſo uſed, as to 
croſs and to — os with one another; nor ought 
any, leaving his own Function, inyade another 8: 
But every Chriſtian in his proper ſtation ought to 
act in Love and mutual Agreement, for the com- 
fort and benefit of the whole: That there ſbauld be 
nn Schiſm in the Body; but that the Members ſbould 
have rhe ſame care one for another. And it there © + 
ought to be noSchiſm or Drvifion in the Body, cer- 
tainly there ought to be no Separation from it; for 
that is ſtill much worſe, at leaſt for the Party ſe- 
parating. And thus the Apoſtle having ſhewed 
the neceſſity of Union with reſpect to the gnod 
and ſafety of the whole Body, he comes in the next 
place to ſhe the neceſſity of it with reſpect to 
every 7 Member, that thoſe, who perha 
might be leſs careful of it in reſpect of the whole, 
might become more careful of it upon the account - 
of their own ſafety : And this he doth in the words 
of this very Text, wherewith our Author ſtrives to 
pick a quarrel. Though I Here with the m_—_ 

2 3 I a 


> » 
©, 

Men and Angels, and have not ty, I am become 
as ſounding Braſs, or a — al, Kc. which 
though ſpoken in his own Perſon, yet is deſigned 
to let them know, that if they were refractory, 
diſorderly, and made diviſions in, or rents from 
the Church, let their Gifts or Qualifications be 
never ſo great or extraordinary, they were deſti- 
tute of that Charity, which was nece for eve- 
ry Chriſtian, which could be entituled to the Mer- 
cies of God in Chriſt Jeſus z and that for want of 
that, all their other Accompliſhments ſhould 2. 
them nothing. And thus I think it is here plainly 
the meaning of the Apoſtle ; that Schiſm, whether 
in or out of the Church, is inconſiſtent with true 
Chriſtian Charity; and therefore ſince Scripture is 
always agreeing with it ſelf, this Text alone, if we 
rk other, were ſufficient to overthrow his Af- 

on. 

(4.) The other Text which he produceth, is that 
Saying of our Saviour, Luke 11. 23. He that is not 
with me, is againſt me; and be that gathereth not 
with me, ſcattereth abroad. And as if this were all 
the Texts that are produced againſt Schiſm, he ſets 
down no more; as if his Adverſaries had no far- 
ther 2 to Scripture in the caſe, though he 
could not but know in his Conſaence that many 
more are urged by them, and perhaps more home. 
and pertinently. However, he confeſſeth this to 
be true; and indeed I did not expect that he ſhould 
be ſo hardy as to deny Scripture: But then he 
endeavours to ſnew, that it is not pleadable againſt 
Schiſm by committing it together by the Ears with 
another Text; Luke 9. 49, 50. Fobn anſwered and 
ſaid, Maſter, we ſaw one caſting out Devils in thy 
Name, and we forbad him, becauſe be followeth not 
with us. Yeſus ſaid unto bim, Forbid dum wot , for 
he rbat is not againſt us, is for us. There is no 
Contradiction in theſe Texts; for he that is not 
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T's 


were real 
bound to and y were Inter- 
ers of it to others; and when our 


being the promiſed Meſfias, they of all others ought 
firſt to have joined themſelves to him, and ac- 
knowledged and preach'd him to others ; and when 
he apparently ſet himſelf to deſtroy the Kingdom 
of Satan, it was their duty to do _ 
with him; there could be id room for being Neu- 
this yore ee Ny ee” 6 of 
is, the pake phemouſly a- 
ham, and ſaid, He caft our Devils by Belze- 
the Prince of the Devils. Now this was taki 
the Devil's part, and neg for him, and ſcat- 
tering abroad from Chrift ; and therefore notwith- 
ſtanding their pretended Neutrality in not bein 
with him, they were againſt him. Now | 
this Text ſeems on this occaſion to be moſtly di- 
E 4 rected 


„ 


Unbelief, | 
words {| He that 


on his own 
but inſtead 


LE 


21, 22.) 2 
not come poorly off with 
i — Cog 
one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, are = 
Chrift"s wifble Church ; and this being divided 
ſeveral Parts or Churches, in droers 2 ons 
Places, is One. And with this he ought to remem- 
ber, that Bapriſm is the Initiation or Admiſſion in- 
to the Church: And I would willingly know, how 
a Man can be a Member of the wk Cheb, and 
L N t of it? Can a Member 
Joined to the Body all over wad to me pare of 
Or can a Member be joined to the Body any of 
way than by being joined to ſome gart of it? 
the Fuor be one to the Body, wi being zoin- 
ed to the Leg? Or indeed can it be joined to 
Body any way but by being joined to the 
| Leg? For by reaſon of their Office, there is 2 ne- 
ceiſity that fone Members —— 
to ſoon certain Members, and met ta ethens For 
if you ſhould joyn the Foor to any other 
than the Leg, it t would either ceaſe * be a 
or not do its office, but make the Bady monſtrous : 
And thus in the Church or Body — 
ſtians are united to it by „ 
dere Church, or part 
eee the who adhere to no part 
9 yr, the —_— 
ve Places and Stations; otherwiſe 
Diner Confuſion muſt neceflarily ariſe, 
(6.) As to the Church being one with reſpect to 
its Members, he farther tells us, That it is wo by 
— 


_ doth this give 
2L deſpiſe their Superiors, or diſ- 
'obey their lawful Commands? He told us before, 


ut if he run away from 
= — he 7 22 being 
al that Company; (though if they catch him, 
will let him blow wiet the caght to be) ry 
he be diſbanded, he is no er a member of it. 
There is not ſuch a coercive Power in the Church 
AS in an ; but the neceſſity of Order is greater 
in the Church than in an Army; for in the one it 
is upon the account of temporal Safety, in the other 
our 2 be or te mndgga chr oem And as for 
ſuch diſorderly Perſons, who either d from 
the Society of themſelves, or are juſtly by lawful 
Authority excluded from it, I apprehend not how 
they can be ſtill faid to be Members of it. The 
Judgment of the Primitive Church, wherein they 
were univerſally , 1s certainly not to be de- 
ſpiſed ; and according to their Diſcipline, he that 
was excommunicated one Church, was there- 
by excommunicated from all others; his Cauſe in- 
deed might be examined and enquired into- 
others, but if his Excommunication was found 
it 5 good all 1 prog oa 6 
..) He pretends to prove, that Separation from 
a true Church, upon the account of leſſer things, ii 
ky: * 


( 


the 


cauſs they ſe 

wherein the Bei | 
are therein fully one with it. Now the Cliurdh 
a Corporation or Society; An 1 
ciety without Government? Is not an 
tive and | 


__ (8.) ut ha 
Divinet were on 
ſome ſhew of proof of it, he cites two, Hooker 
and Stillingfleet ; for ſo he plainly calls them. 
Theſe indeed are very eminent Droines, and of 
great Authority; yet amicus Socrates, amicus Pla- 
t, ſed magis amica Veritas. Mr. Hooker indeed, 
upon the account of the name Chriſtian, doth ſup- 
- poſe that all, who acknowl one Lord, one 
Faith, one Baptiſm, are in ſome ſort (not Ys as 
our Author will have it) part of the viſib 

But then in the ſame place he tells us, that for 
all that they may at the ſame tune be Imps and 


ihe 


[ 


Bs 


5 
It 


<| 
Fo 
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; 
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enqu | 
ſuch an acknowledgment, 
not depart the Church, as it is 
Society, or be excluded from it > Mr. 
deed oy to own them, whether they be 
ricks, or otherwiſe wicked Men, to be part 
Vifible Church, while they make ſuch - 
ment; but to anticipate an Argument, that their 
) tion from the Society might difnember 
e allerts that even Excommunucation doth 


tbe Ayſtical, nor clean from 
2 7 from fellon ſup with the Vifhle in boly Du- 
ternal Communion 


ties ; 1. e. from ex : A ſnall 


* 
Ty 
Iv p 


* 


never ye ſball bind on Earth, ſhall be bound in Her- 
den, (Mat. 18. 18.) Since Excommunication in the 
| e of St. Paul, is 4 delivering 20 Satan, 
(1 Cor. 5.5. 1 Tim. 1. 29.) Since in the ey 
| | on 


(6) 

preſſes their Senſe it was dumm futuri judieti 
, ct „11 it to the | | i - 
r 
than 2 bare bar external Communion ? it 


capable of being ſtrained this way. For there he 
makes it — to prove, that —. frone 


Church or Chierche 
eee 


the Cat 
he difallows of & 


ä Cc EEO ) 
from Rome; and if Rome for fon | 
Authority over her, ſhe 


p. 2 1 . Id hd 
t no better proof of it, than an In- 
e Perſons, who had ſome 


ch T make no doub, abt, but that he thought he 
run. us all down with the Reputation of his 
Two Eminent Divines; but though I hoflour the 
Memory ke Pert, and ak: and acknowledge their 


Eminency, yet I think I have. proved, that 

— —— ſervice; aud I dünk 1. 
daring attempt to dra in Mr. — when dead, 
to foie with that P b whom he was moſt 
maliciouſly teaz'd all 
he to the laſt reſolutely 
hath let be ogy that all t 


yarn bis fide, for 
4 them Dall in Er war, dr 
he 


could not forbear taking notice of him, though 
—————___w___l by 


thought that no body elſe would; and ſo he might 
ſafely ſay what he pleaſed. For it is St.Cypries's 
' Notion of Schiſm which Mr. Dodwell there lays 
down, t I deny not but that he may be fard - 
to make it his own by his ſo learned and elaborate 
Defence of it. But let the Notion be whole it will, 
Men ſo addicted to Novelties ought not to be {a 
forward in ing any thing as new; and it 
might have him to have forborn that 
ſcornful Term, ſeeing there is ſo little reaſon for 
it. For that Notion is not leſs than fourteen hun- 
dred Years old, it it were no older than St. Cy- 
prian's time; but Mr. Dodwell in that ſame Diſ- 
ſertation carries it as high as to the time of Jene- 


tius, ſecond Biſhop of Antioch, the e 

e ge, ne 
e E eliſt; 1 ir to $ 

Dye pot agen | in of the Gentiles,” and the 
formation of Organical Churches. Nay, he ſtill 
goes farther, and I think as far as can be deſired 
tor having accurately ſhewn the true Uſe to be 
made af 8 . and proved that 
many things relating to the Chriſtian Church were 
not revealed to the Apoſtles in Chriſt's Life- time; 
becauſe (as our Saviour faith, Jabs 16. 12.) chey could 
not bear them yer; and that many thi | 
to them, were not underſtood by them; nor in- 
deed to be thoroughly underſtood by them, till 
the Holy Ghoſt ſhould be ſent, who ſhould br: 
all things to their remembrance, (John 14. 26.) —1 
make them rightly underſtand them: He then 


proves from thoſe early Sayings and Predictions of 


(6%) | 
our Saviour, that at the coming in of the Gentiles 
the Chriſtian Churches ſhonld be ſer on ſuch Foun- 
— from whence this Notion of Schifin muſt 
—— Bom Now how much older would 
he have ſuch a Notion ? And yet this is that which 
muſt be called a ew Notion of Schiſms, and which 
rr 
1 F 
few ſuch new Notions diſtinct from t 
oe ren ſeparate, that (to uſe the Coun- 
's Phraſe) he would give the beſt Horſe in 
his Team, that he could produce half ſo good old 
Authorities to vouch for the Soundneſs of either 
- his ans of Independents new Notions of 
Schiſm, or of any thi elſe p to them. 
* — Though he doth not in rerminis give us 
2 7 or Mr. Dodwell's definition of Schbiſm, 
doth not much vary from his Senfe, w 
wr — that according to him, Schiſm lies in 
their Biſhop, on any can 9 won ay 
2 Kals = gp, he 1 2 
om therr fellom Biſhops, (p. 24.) An 
e ? Hold there: That 
might have given him ſome trouble; and he hath 
4 ik wr rv of 5 and ftrikes it dead at 2 


2 is 
et mach as Cnitien Burial, Be: | 
What Feats a Man of Authority 


(65) 


| * 2 % 
zety. But if Loving 9 


Sublatam ex cenlit querinus inuids. 


ought had a grea r regard to thoſe 
—— Aae their tunes, 


8 Ane 
icks; if he calls this Sch: jm, as he hems oy. 


in con 
but wi arati os Bree. 
ITT allow Se 975 ts be n Sim 2 
Dent ho — — 9 
tilm,” 
leſs 


e, he endeavours to find out ſuch a 
$ if it be a Sin, yet ſhall be a very harm- 
one, and conſiſtent with true Charity; and 
then, though it belongs to them, yet 
it muſt - 4 * oſe, who actually make 
the breach, tear Chriſt's ſeamleſs Coat into 
Rags and Tatters; and then you have nothing to 
accnſe them of, put muſt declare them to be full 
you can but thus learn to call 
vil il good, all ſhall be well, all 
_— Que? ceaſe, -— until 
eth this 
our Lord ne- 
xrvenly Grace, 
n There c 
| it; _ 222 alſo, that he ne- 
art the FEI] — of 
or or approve of t wW 
did. E ſhould aren thus, Chrift hach exhorted 
ns, e as he bath loved ut; and t 
be one, t be and the Father are one : Therefore it 
— ufa to tear the Church in pieces, to ſet 
fition' to lawful Authority, and make en 
3b ivifions; and thoſe who do fo, ought to be 
22 
4 
eſt; e en Mer rota fay I was mad; 
and er this is the force of his „if it 
have" wy force at all. I may have Charity for 
Men's Perſons, though I ſhonld have none for their 
Sino Nor is it any Charity: to their Perſons to en- 
41 — courage 


| arming, 
ty of ſuch wild looſe — Nut at 
ink he hath diſcovered to us the Mothis-niftak, 
which hath miſled him, and which with him doth 
paſs for an undoubted Axiom, wiz. That » 
may be in the Communton of Sainte, who do not 
e if — 

Now this is ſomewhat ambiguduſſy dee aomal 

Oracles are. For there can be no 

ſoever, who can be ſaid to be ſtrictly 2 
mediately in external Communion with all true 
Churches; and therefore there can be no Chriitians 
— but in ſome Tenſe may be faid not to 
have external Commitinion one with another; if 
therefore we will underſtand his Propoſition in 
ſuch a ſenſe as may be to the prefent purpoſe, by 
not holding Communion one with anorher, muſt be 
meant not holding Communion with any trae Church 
whatſoever ;, and then barring —— caſts, 
to which I ſee not how our preſent Difpute hath 
any relation, I ſhall at this time only offer two 
things in anſwer hereto. 18, That our right to, 
and intereſt in the Myſtical or Iroifeble Church, is 
4 Members of the Vifible- Church. And 
I think our Autpor cannot well deny, who to 


= not *. the uc- 

| but Al- 

— one he 
Baytiſm, u to be admitted into "the Vifble 


Church, except he have any ſuch Enthuſiaſtical No- 
tion of Baptiſm, Which he Tr a 
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St. Chryſoſtom . 
—— or Of amp — 
tens, 27. irapoſung 
, 28, Of Ignatius and Photius, 29. Of | 

hiſm between. the Greek | and Latin Church- 
er, 20. Of ſeveral in the Popedom, 31. Of the 
Albigenſes and Waldenſes, 32. Of the Jeſuits 
; — ecular Pri Fc. 33. The Author's In- 
the Lutherans and Calvinifts, 
and abe Remonſtranits and Antiremonſtrants, 25. 
— 1 Een to the > 36. And Malice 
| And. 22 38. 
ö 1.45 wer 70 "hs Caſe of Proteſtant Diſ- 


ſenters, 39. 
ern which he intended 
for his al Argument and chief 

Flouriſh, and whic hers the Title to his Book; 
8 apes lays Re 1 

s A Opmion cuts off a great part 
Chierch, and Farm Mult . — Fee 
n all Ager and Places, as will be evident (he f ) 
2 bis 2 Hiſtory of Schiſms. 
ing this he hath pick d a ue, 
2 a Hodgpodge rather than a 
But before we can come to it, he is leaked ton: 
tertain us with a Peeamble, of whi — 
be taken, he will think himſelf 
tells us, at be witet pot rh t0 n — 
a ſmall thing, or to entourage avy rico for 
continue in it. Lage Abad do bes I 
know. not-what is, nn by 


(7r) 


b jumbling us all together, and making us ſuch 
Y , as the World yet never knew. If 
to leſſen %, and canonize - be not 


to encumrage It, and make it a fl thing, Tywould 
fain know what is? If this be not the 


'd on throughout his whole Book, let 
Crremt Parkin — e 
it is uch leſs his — 


C _ — ſaith) be 22 
25. — un- 
1 and Value, 
to condemn their received and approved Nation, 
as Horrid, Aue and Foolifſb * I remember I 
once ſaw a dragging a Gentlewoman to th 
_ and all the while he told her, he had 2grear 
pet for ber, and meant ber no bur. If you will 
— ſome Men's you muſt read it back- 
ward. At laſt he is pleated to tell us what his 
Deſign is, viz. To fhew the troubleſome Stare of the 
Church of God. along, and the ſore Conflifts it bath 
bad. Now this — * moo and theſe ſore 
Confi4s were cauſed chiefly by Schilmaticks and 
Hereticks; and eee Rey 
ſon to prove Schiſm as great a Sz as Murrber or 
Adultery, and that we t to do all we honeſt- 
ly can to extirpate ſo miſchievous and turbulent 
an Evil, I think it might have paſs'd muſter: But 
to alledge this as his motive to repreſent Scbiſwa- 
ticks as white Boys, and very charitable 
is ſuch a Paradox as I have ſeldom met wich. In- 
deed there have been Men, who have writ in 
Praiſe of the French Fur, and brought many ſub- 
til Reafons to prove, That i: _— 22 le in debt, 
wherein they have ave ſhewed abur * of oy but 
never thought them to be ſeriaus, in 
full earneſt, as our Author ſeems to be all along. 
This certainly is 4oft delirare, but not ingemigſe 
Jnſanire, The fiate of the Church in Star's 
4 tune, 


In. 
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(7x) 
28 of damnable Sin, and conſequently in 2 
dammable Condition, and therefore to warn them 
CO of it is true Chriſtian Charity, leſt in the 
they ſhould be damm d indeed : 
(.) We are oblig' d to him, that he will nor men- 
tiom the Schiſms in the Old Teſtament ;, for then, 
after his way of making Schiſmaticks, I know not 
when we ſhould have done. Yet he cannot paſs 
by rhat notorious one of the Phariſees and Sadducees: 
But theſe were rather different Faction: than Com- 
_— 1 himſelf in Frey N. _ — 
tells us, that worſbipp d in the ſame Temple. 
S 
„ Thbar John Hyrcanus Fill | 
riſeesr, and bis Son Alexander Jannzus many thor- 
fanids of rhem , but that Alexandra bis Widow ſeeing 


rhe Phariſees in greater eſteem with the e, join d 
with them, and by degrees till d the ef Sell ere, 
und then puts the Queſtion, Were all or one part of 
theſe damm d? Aſhort Anſwer may ſerve to this, 
For whether they were Schiſmaticks or not, it is 
certain they were Murtherers ; and if neither Schiſm, 
nor Murter, nor both together, can make up a 

damnable Sin, it is not a Pin matter, which of the 
Sins is the greater or the leſs, which was the 

thing in diſpute. It will be an eaſie matter to be 

Sainte, if at this rate we can diſpute away our 


Mrs. 

- (5.) The Old Teſtament hath done him ſmall ſer- 
vice; let us now ſee, whether he hath any better 
ſucceſs under the New. And here he faith, (p. 29.) 
„ > fog Evils was ſeen even in our Lord . 
own little Family; and to prove this, he cites thoſe 
places of Scripture, which mention 4 diſpute or 
ftrife among them, which ſhould be the greateſt : That 
it was fo, is very true; but I cannotimagine how he 
could think it any thing to his purpoſe to bring it 
in here, ſince in the ſame Breath he confeſſeth, that 
-4 it 


it ; but then this makes but a bad 
e of Schiſm. Indeed he hi 
confefleth, that theſe things were written to teach 
to look well to our ſelves, to repreſs ſuch Evils, 
and be tender ro one another : But at this time, and 
in his ſenſe, theſe things are jll put together; for 
be Jo. tender of Schiſmaticks, as to encourage 
and plead for them, is not the way to repreſs ſuch 
Evils, IT wiſh they were repreſs'd, but it will ne- 
ver be done this way. — ; 
(6.) To as little purpoſe is his Inſtance of the 
murmuring of the Grecians againſt the Hebrews, he- 
cauſe therr Widows were neglefted in the daily mi- 
niſtration, (Acts 6.1.) Here was complaint of a 
Neglect, and it was preſently amended, Was 
here any forſaking of the Communion ? And if 
ſuch care was taken to prevent the Scandal of leſſer 
Faults, how much greater care ought to be guken 
to prevent the greater Crime of Schiſm, which 
f. Men's Hearts with Wrath and Malice, and 
tears the * ome? Sm uy farther ſaith 
CONCETNIT 18 the s cont 7 wit Prror, mi 
as well have been let alone: For, did — 
a Schiſm ? And if it had, it had been worſe. But 
the. caſe was thus: It was not then well under. 
Road, that the Wall of Partition was broken down; 
and the Gentiles to be admitted into the Pecwliun 
and therefore the Jews thought that none were to 
be received but as formerly, upon the Terms pre- 
there was need of ns leſs chian a Miracle, wwe. The 
defcent of the Holy Ghoſt g— Believing 
_ Gentiles; which Ferer had no. one: * 
| ney 
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t you may udge of it, 
tranſcribe it entirely. Ve read (faith he, p.28, 29. 
one Schiſmatick, of whoſe Salvation we 2 
ly doubt ; Diotrephes, lov'd to bave 
eminence, who prated againſt the le John 
malicious words, and recery'd not the Brethren, 
and caft them out of the 
Fine. 


trary to what you bave 
ſuch ſerve not our Lord Fei 
— 7 <A fair 1 the Souls 
, are 
I a 
ra wary by mh 
wiſh he had 


got into a dumming for 
conſidering that the Perſons, to whom the words 


| 
| 


43 
h 
: 
f 
1 
| 
| 


were dead many hundred Years inice, he might 
as well have ſaid plainly, they were damm d, as 
that they were in a lte of Danmation. It is in 
deed true, that thoſe words were intended not 
only againſt the then preſent turbulent Perſons, 
but againſt all that afterwards ſhould be Salty 
of the like Practices, and are equally apphcab 
to them : If therefore the Schiſm, whach now 
— and to which our diſcourſe (if to the pur- 
poſe) ought to be directed, be of the ſame nature 
with what the Apoſtles here condemns, I think 
our diſpute is at an end; becauſe then our Author 
hath brought in a Verdict againſt himſelf, and all 
his other Ramblements will be impertinent. I 
fear the Love of Pre- eminence hath prevailed with 
too many, firſt to make, and then to foment and 
cherith theſe flaming Schiſms amongſt us: For 
why elſe do they deny obedience to their lawful 
jors, and ſet up againſt them without 
Authority at all? And it Diorrepbes prated agai 
St. John the Apoſtle with malicious words, do not 
they the ſame againſt the Succeſſors of the Apo- 
ſtles, whom they ought to obey and reyerence? _ 
I have never heard more bitter nor more fulſome 
Language, nor uttered with more rancour and ma- 
lignity of Spirit, than what hath 8 flowed 
out of the Mouths of Diſſenters againſt lawful 
Church Governors; they have rack'd their Inven- 
tion for ugly Names, and the worſt they could 
deviſe have been thought too good for them. And 
then for mocking and ſcoffing, though they do it ill - 
7 yet none 4 2 An _ for 
eparating themſelves, w e-done-1t but they? 
There bad been no Separation, if they had not 
made it; and what they have done, was without 
any reaſonable Cauſe, And if we ovught-to art 
thoſe which cauſe Diviſions and Offences, whom can 
we mark but the Diſenters, who have both — 


good Plea at the Day of Judgment But I ſhall 
occaſion to 1} more y to the 


Schiſm- hereafter ; I muſt now follow him, while 
he ſlides away from what he hath here ſaid. E 
(9.) bee 
forward he will take care to at a diſtance; 
but however pou Gen like it. To 
hiend fol thus : 4 great Dif- 
ference in tbe f . . 7 : ſome did eat 
all things, and others only Herbs; ſome obſerved 
Days, and others efteem'd every Day alike, &c. And 
then he tells us, That — ar exborte4 them to 
bear with one another, but impoſed no Laws upon 
them in thoſe things; and © concludes with the 
old Song, be dare ſay, . that thoſe were damm d? 
Now what is all this to the purpoſe? If Mr. Tal- 
lents will forſake his Schiſm, and return into the 
Boſome of the Church, he, and as many as he ſhall 
bring with him, may have the liberty to eat Herbs, 
or let them alone; to ear Maat, or _ — 
are not at all concern d in the Cont 
of; for it relates only to the then different Op 
of Chriftians concerning _ Fe: ewiſh rr Opt of 
Food or Feſtivals ;, of which there is now no doubt 
us. The Gentile Chriſtians rightly — 
— liberty from the Moſaical 9 
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ervation | 
well as v neceſſar y to ion, ard 
were in da of running into Schiſm. 
St. Paul ſpares them not, and not only 
es them to be in the way of Dam- 


10.) And ſtill more 
cireumciſed, Chriſt all 
of no effect un- 
4: 


you ; whofoever of you Arie 7 Law, 
ye are fallen fromGrace, 9 5. 2, 4.) Now the 
Controverſie of the Church of Rowe; 
cated by our A „ was the ſame with that 
amongſt the Galatians; and therefore if they had 
deſpiſed the Authority of the Apoſtle, and broke 
through thoſe Laws and Rules which he gave 
them, and carry d the matter fo high, as to cauſe 


A 

other: That Lines, n 
cletus ſucceeded St. Paul, and Clemens St. Peter; 
but that both at laſt (1 ſuppoſe 42 
Linus and Cletus) were joined . 
; ſo they continued. 92 


iſputes 
conceſſo, we will ſuppoſe the matter of Fact to ba 
true, that there were two ſuch Churches = Bi- 
Hope; but then I ſhall ſhew, that it will do him 
no ſervice, and that his Reaſoning from it is in- 
conſequent. For, 1, Are we divided into 
and Genttles ? If two diſtin& People did for lome 
time keep themſelves diſtinct, is that a Reaſon 
for thoſe who are one People, united in their on- 
— — Government and Relatioma 

to divide themſelves ? A diftindian 
of Churches was plainly an inconvenience in thoſe 
who were a diſtinct People; and therefore it can 
or ought 9 he ne: dp, Can you precend 1 


2 — Sin 


ſame lace, as St. Poror_ and St. Far, had? bs 
had their ſpecial Commiſſions for this 
whach St. Paul a alledgeth, — * 
of the Uncircumcifion was committed to 2 
Goſpel of the Cir was unto Peter. For (bath. 
by, Gat 2 2 ES r 

r0 the Apoſt F cumcifion, the ſame 
| 22 Here was Au- 


_— . from Hea 

te | ven 
| on then for this very. ſe: And 
further to prevent all Scruple and Diſlatisfaction 


- 
” 


and they unto the 
2.9.) Now have you (whe- 
erians or I other 


Authority, it muſt be Akire from thoſe, who by 
a due Succeſſion are veſted with an Authority to 
give it. And in this reſpect, I fear, that no ſmall - 
number of you, upon examination, will be found 
to be meer up without Root, 
ſuch as have either ſet up of themſelves, or pre- 
tend to derive it from thoſe, who have no power 
to give it. And as for the teſt, who perhaps might 
the Door, but have ſince run away 
Te ebb oe Fae 
 Revolters, v eir lawful Su- 
periors, have thereby Es all their 4s and 
Moniftrations invalid and null. But of this I in- 
rend more hereafter: And Mp: aid thus much, 
T need not farther urge, that theſe Men act not 
dy agreement, and in cone, as the Apoſtles Gals 
2 but 


come in 


(%4) 


but in direct tion to thoſe, to whom they 
n De m 
neers. , ou enquire into, 2. of - 
this ſuppole dillinckion of Churches, you will 
find it ing favourable to the preſent Schiſm. 
One Reaſon of it ( others) Dr. Hammond 
ſuppoſeth might be rhe ſeveral which 
they were of neceſſity to uſe in their Aſſemblies, 


(Rev.11. more b.) Now by the way, if you 
this it ems to be « pics Aunt anon the 
Service of the Church of Rome in_ an unknown 
Tongue. For if the Church did permit and ſuffer 
diſtinct Aſſemblies (which is o iſe abhorr d, 
and by all poſſible means avoided) rather than 
the publick Worſhip ſhould not be in 
a familiar to the People, certainly it 
did by no means approve of it in an 
T But what neceſlity of this is there 
=o ths wat ws 


C 


from them; and this might 
keep chemſelves apart, 

This will appear 
of the Fews at 
Chriſtianity, yet 


- 
* 


r 


">, wk as. a ity DS a cot ft Mt: 


der d in ĩt ſe 6 
and — N the Genriles anlG t. 


of the remtiles, ay 
campelleſt thou the Gentiles 
1 14.) bat — 
Cuſtoms, innocently practicable as t 
indifferent in ſelves, were pars e 
the Gentiles as by the Law of Moſes, but 
pect to be laid afide by all. But then 
it is to be conſidered, that the Jews had taken up 
thoſe Cuſtoms by vertue of a Law delivered to 
im and fo it was not very 
h Moſes's 
e Author 


— — 3 = they had all long been 
's peculiar a icular care ou to 
been had of by am — tenderneſs ſhew- 
Plea 


to them. - Tw- have — ay 


choſen by God from from the of the 2 en — 


ſettled under a divine Eſtabliſhment, antecedent 


pretence for ſuch doings? Or 
do they not, like Corab and his Company, 
liouſly 28 againſt the Authority 
laced in his Church, and in ſo — 
od himſelf? For this is the Interpreta 
Saviour himſelf makes of it: He — 
deſpiſerh ns; and he that daſpiſetb me, 27555 K 
bim that ſent me, (Luke 10. 16.) Ven der = 
make their Caſe the ſame with the Jews, 
ſhall have the ſame Favour and Forbearance : 
that can never be. For, Laſtly, Let the moſt that 
can be made of this Caſe, it will amount to no 
more than a preſent Forbearance, or 
— Permiſſion in ſuch a — it did 
ever ore, it can never again. 
— 122 Dif penſation is to ſucceed to, and 
iuperk ede the Anthony of the Goſpel to the end 
the World. The Fewiſb was to ceaſe 


when our Bleſſed Saviour had Law 
in all Righteouſneſs; but then it ou con- 
ſidered, that they had their La God, and 
| had been his — Peop may rea- 
ſonably ſuppoſe, that the y quit 


T 
| 


either their Privilege or t 5 
fore it was very — that thoſe 
the benefit ſhould. allow them 
into their Miſtake, and to take 
to convince them of it. But 
i they continued obſtinate, would 
prevail'd on, they were not to be ſuſſer d 
Tanger troubleſome to the Church; and IT 
E ſome time à Coalition was made, and 
theſe Authorities joined in one Perſon,” as our Au- 
thor himſelf acknowledgeth: And as it was never 
done from the beginning, but in favour of them; 


Jo it remained « Ganding Rule of the Church, that 
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FL 
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tly of the Bei 

For how could it be — 
muſt be ſuffered to run into 
on? The Briſbop was then 
Repreſentative of Chrift, and the 
that particular Flock within his 
this was ſo the Doctrine of thoſe 


ö I | ed by all, and re- 
and approved by all Grchodor Chriſtians, 
to the meaneſt of the Laity, as a neceſſary 
And therefore when at the interceſſion of 
the great Ladies, and reftleſneſs of the People, Con- 
flammt fuund himſelf under a neceſſity to recall 
Liberius, whom he had baniſned; and yet in fa- 
wur of the Ariant would have continued Flix, 
2nd t to ſlur the People, and ſtill ote 
his own Deſign, by giving them two Biſhops for 
one, gee A pray. y oppoſed it, and with one 
Voice cry d out, as Gebe, fc Xpyos, as Erin, 
One God, one Chrift, one Biſhop, 85 lib. 2. 8110 
Now if it were true (for it doth not evidently 
appear) that St. Peter and St. Pau] had two diſtinct 
Flocks for a time, one of Jewiſb, the other of Gen: 
tile Converts; yet from the ſeveral Anſwers given, 
being laid together, it will be very plain, that 
That ought never to be drawn into Precedent for 
any ſuch Practice for the future. | 
(17.) In the next place he tells a long Story in 
his own words, from the Epiſtle of Clemens Roma- 
xs, written in the Name of the Church of Rome, 
to the Church of Corine, wherein are blamed 
for Sedirious and 1 Praflices, which he will needs 
call a $chiſme, tho" he confefſeth it came not to 2 
Separation,” and fo comes not up to our caſe. But 
thence be infers, 6 —_ 
4 s 


(89) 
1 2 
— as _ ſo remarkable an occafion;, whi 


— 
confeſſeth Clement to be Bil 
time. And how 
in till afterwards? He might 
was then no By TE N 
Biſhop of Corinth Ir Wy 
him, For if he mention not the Biſh top of 
ſo neither doth he mention himſe writes in 
the Name of the P re 
Corinth, upon which account it was not fo was 
mention either _ But neverthel, 


not left Epiſe 


are given to the 


5 
affiened to the 2 8 and chair 
mcumbent on the 


ſeen the Iniquity, Peeviſhneſs, Pride and Ambi- 
tion of theſe Times, he tells us; Oi Sav50)\gr duſs 
vey Ia TY xvels u Inod Xeiss, 81 Sets £52] um 
7% dvoud' © , *Emioxomhs, (Ser. 44.) i e. The 
ſtles knew from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that in 


ceeding times Ne hou 


Id 12 Cumention about the 


name 
Care and 5 
to inſiſt on AY Peace La which might 
age from St, Clement, I thank the T 


on his _—— 
the H of his time with 
their Doctrine was not from the 
if any of them ſhould dare to pre- 
tend to it, he makes them this Challenge, Elane 


here. 


lie Epiſc opus —_—_ ex = 
Rolls, + Ia allei- able qui tamen cum Apoſtolis 
everaverint, babuerit Auctorem & Anteceſorem, 


(Lib. de Præſcrip. cap. 31.) i. e. Let them ſlew the 
| Original of their Churches, and declare the Series of 
thetr Biſbops ſo deſcending by a PZ. Succeſſon 
from the , that the firſt of them bad for 
bis Ordainer and redeceſſor ſome one of the Apoſtles, 
or thoſe Apoſtolical Men, who continued conflantly 
with the Apoſtles. And then to make this Tryal 
of Skill practicable and eaſie, he tells them where 
ſuch 2 known and undoubted Succeſſion of Biſhops 
from the beginning oy; nm pony Proxime 


bere you if you 
are not 3 go A there is not onl ly Philig- 
pi, but | oy ; if you travel into Af, there's 
if you border upon Italy, there's Rome. 
Corinch 3 1s firſt named for a certain Succeſſion 


of 


ever troubled the Church, if it had not 
then been fo well known and acknowl 

be out of all doubt. But 
A. 


the yer. ty wo 
TOES and ought to 


Chriſtian, that for that ä — 
Joe Schiſmaticks would oppoſe them. But — 
ve it a harder Name) it is a Miſtake in 
St om to ſay Bi were in afterwards ; 
for they were in and eſtabliſhed from the 
beginning: And of this St. Clement affures us. 
having told us how the Apoſtles had learnt — 
Chriſt himſelf, that there would in ſu 


cri wes — Dyer 
eren wjvec, 3, 
por, 
+.ilvpyidu 7 I. e. For e e 
comſtituted t 
177 s) and then 
; how wl 


time blinded him, 
have let fall ſuch a faying, as reflected on 
il h Ares, 2. i m Certing p Bien 


is none, or uncertain, Can we think that our Sa- 
K is Apoſtles, ——_— 
tions and Breaches, ſhould have ſo little care, as 
the Church to be provided of a Remedy 
inft them, I know not when, by I know not 
if we conſider the Pride, Peeviſhneſs 
eneſs of Men, doubtleſs the Order of 
IE TE 
inni | ſeeing it ſo much 
—_— * alte 

s A not to have made ſufficient pro- 
for the Government of the Church, I would 
the Diſſenters for his ſake to beware for the 
future, how they oppoſe the unadviſed Saying of 
one paſhonate and irritated Father, againſt the 
unammous conſent and whole current of all An- 


(12.) The Controverſie about the Day, on which 
Eafter was to be kept, which he calls a Schiſm, is 
the next thing he on. And yet as fo the pro- 

ings between Polycarp and Anicetns, he will 
have it to be only 4 Difference, but no Schiſm; and 
ſo little or nothing to our purpoſe : But Victor, he 
faith, excommunicated the Afian Churches, and fo 
made the Schiſm. And then, telling us of the de- 
cent Behaviour of Freneus, he puts the old Que- 
ſhon, Were thoſe that were puilty of this Schiſm 
damm d? (Pp: 32, 33 Truly it would be a "_T 
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hard caſe, en be damn d for Mr. Ta]- 
lente s ing a Schiſm of that which was none. 
That Viddor threatned EA communication, 


I grant; but I find not ſuffic ient Evidence to con- 


vince me, that he actually proceeded to it; if he 


did, it was errame clave, and he durſt not ſtand 


by it, and fo it came not to a Schiſm; and there - 
fore there is no reaſon to dam them on that ac. 
count, But in ſhort, the matter was thus: = 


( 92) 
firſt Converſion of the Gentiles, great regard was 
had to the Fews, and the Apoſtles were very care- 
ful to give them no offence; hence in the begin- 
ning they obſerved Eaſter 
the Moon with the Fews, and even St. Paul him- 
ſelf went up to alem, and ſubmitted to the 
Ulages of the Fews, (Acts 20, and 21.) But when 
the Few: obſtinatel ſted in, and preſſed the 
Obligation of the Ms aical Law with neceſlity to 
S 

y Chriſt, they were forc'd to ſeparate 
and then where-ever they founded Churches, were 


Eafter to be 
Reſurrection on the & 
of the Moon; but fil y 
Converſion kept it on the fourteenth, not from 
any Obligation of the Moſaic! Lew, but as a Cu- 
ſtom which they had taken up from the beginning 
For if they had done it in obedience to Moſes's 
Law, they ought to have killed and eaten the 
. 
as clear at that Feſftrval as the timo; 
ont hoes ing of this. However, 2 
ceſs of Times, ſome Miſunderſtandings aroſe; 
urged (and I believe truly) - olical Inftirntion , 
but thoſe who kept it on rds Day were apt 
to accuſe the others of Fudaizing, though, as I think 
I have ſhewn, without cauſe. Hence the Diffe- 
rence between Polycarp and Anicetus, as 
nearer to the Apoſtles times; and the 
the Difference better was 
commodated, and each left r 
But _ __— broke _ | 
Victor ſwagger d mightily on 
Polycrates as fiercel the 

d to let it fall, 
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doth Mnitenicy in the Obdirvatien bed cer 
tamly 


been — as taking away all occaſion of 

Quarrels) 7 — how tenacious People 

are of Dy 8 — ſuch as are vouched 

by gr I know not why each might 

not be (no — to Judaiſm being 

E ) to "__ their own innocent Cuſtoms, as 
as we 


or others are not. blamed for keeping 
the Chriſt: on Feſtival; at different times, by reaſon 


of the ence of he on and Gregorian Ac- 
counts. I think here is cane for Fe, and 


leſs for Damning. | 
trifling, he inſtanceth in 


= berg bo the one at Cart 
two v ms; one at -the 
os — and Novatus at the bottom 
And had he fairly Ge forth the ill Practices of 
thoſe Men, the Diſturbances they raiſed, and the 
Miſchiefs which followed upon thoſe Schiſms, it 
had been enough to have made any ſober Man out 
. . to 7 
pogate n, encourage 

2 courſe had been r 
_—_ relates, and lightly and curſory £ = 
incidental mattem; 10 then braves it with his 


old . Were all thoſe boly Confe 
_— that 


this 


the account of their long, great 
were honoured with the Title * 1 and 
thoſe mad Schiſmatricks, who made it their buſineſs 
to ſet the Church on fire. The Marryrs, ſenſible 
of the cat and has they had undergone, had been 
| r in giving Peace to the ae 
1 fn ths > the eh, and 2 
ba inng mm e Nov 
took up the quite 
contrary Opinion) with the utmoſt — 


—— — 
— — — 
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to ſee their Error, and the Wi 
prian himfelf tells us, 


( 


prevail'd with a 
them in it, with a 
tween them and their 
leave him, and 1 
their Party; and ; had in ſome 
fect for ſome — But the 


maticks, and ſubmitted to their Biſhop. 80 St. 
. ad Cornel.) 580 
qui de Eccleſia illo incitante 


tulatory 


no occaſion for Damning : T wiſh eur . 
maticks would take away _ _ of ** 
by following ſo good an 
for Novatus, and Feliciffimes 2 in Comp 
the caſe is quite otherwiſe : It would 
ous to give a particular account of them and 


i 
11 


Actions Aae 
don belong to none of theſe inferior Cr. Bur 
eee 
wank wi our is to 
. trouble you with a of the Cha- 
Novarus, ſet down in that Epiftle which 
„ ; of which there- 


fore we ought not to ſuppoſe him ignorant. Re- 
aper cupidus, avaritiz inexple- 
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Chef pi 


3 2 ure- 
2)nepds, (Euſeb. Eccl. Hiſt. 222 i. e. Con- 

. eee bad recetued from 
Hereticks, as theirs, nor baving 
in common with it, but was full of Impiety 

and Bleſphemier what — 
eties an might 5 
De — — 
ſtian Baptiſm or not. But to 1 4 
not intermeddle with any the Point, 
we will come to our Author, after a con- 
fuſed account of the Controv : tn 
this C and bis Followers {naticks 


or elſe Stephen and bis, or both. 
X22 Were they all, or at 
Parties, damm d? (p. 37.) But 1 
have better ed, that both 
maticks, he had talk'd f 

We ſhould have a World of Schiſms, if 
muſt be accounted a Schiſm, where an 
verſe ariſeth, and Men chance to argue 
pro and cos, without breach of Communion: 
rate a Queſtion cannot be ſtarted and debated, 
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Stephen was angry : 
det 44 ioall that Evſobine fas, ( Ds 
And from Firmilian's Epiitle we are 
that he was ſo angry, as to uſe St.Cyp 


& Tarely to be met wick; not do 1 
ch. 1 do not think Mr. Talents 


ge er — —— nag 
Dot Selber it were 

11 for it pever took ef- 
Spe _Y 3 the 


5 2 
2 1 other 1 
* 
2. »:; Le 4 = 
the fifth Ganeral Coucil ie at C. P. almoſt three. ot 
n 1 en at C. 


Were 


SEE 


SI; 2 24 


1 


TIT 
1211 


11701 


Mb 


1135 


THE 


e e 


27 


1 ; 


Ht ; 
i 80 


7823 


S. a 


1 CTRL: 
1 6 Ha 


1 


> 
IT: 


E The 


13 


12 


SE; 


1 a 


i 


1155 


( u93 ) 


that it to be an Vary 
2 
to tho hola ꝙ et Libell 
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and thereby ſhamed them TREES 
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*4tion ; his Faith and way of Worſhip, and theirs 
"was the fame; but he would not join with Pefſons 
An the fame why, who would not uſe Offeniders 
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him and his Party. The Euſtarbians, properly ſo 
call'd, would not communicate with an Arian Bi- 
ſhop, forcibly ſer over them, but continu'd firm 
to their rrus Bop unjuſtly depoſed : But pray 
what Bibop do you adhere to? Some ſcrupled the 
Communion with Melerius, becauſe he was or- 
1 by Biſbops tainted with Arianiſm, though 
was Orthodox : What have you to ex- 
op aunt the Ord Ordinations of our Biſbops *® And 
have you, who call themſelves 

Miniſters, 3 came not in by the Door, and have 
no valid Ordination at all? Faulinus was right in 
the Faith, but his fault was, that he came in up- 
on another; are neither for ft nor ſecond 
Biſbop, but none at all. Melotius was ſo ſtu- 
dious of Peace, that he voluntarily made the offer 
to Paulinus, that they t join their Flocks, who 
were all of the ſame Faith, and the Survivor take 
the whole, which was refuſed by Paulinus, as Theo- 
doret ſaith (lil. 5. cap. 3.) But the People, weary 
of the Troubles, at length forc'd this Condition 
upon them, and made thoſe, whom they thought 

moft likely to break it, to ſivear, that they would 
keep it, +, Aachen tells us (lib. 5. cap. F.) But yon, 
+ if you _ {worn — * E 78 not 
ending, but perpetuating Schiſm. God forbi 
that I ſhould denounce the — of Damn: IC 
againft theſe Men; but I heartily wiſh, that yoo! 
and your Partizans may fo conſider of the Error of 
_ Ways, and Evil of their Doings, that they 
eſcape it. 

a Ac No ſooner are theſe diſmiſs'd, but the Do- 
natiſts are call d in to appear; and after ſome 
ſhort Remar is * them, he tells us, That Ie Ha- 

| 2 fooliſhly ſay i Proteſtants areDonatifts,- 724 ſome 
ay the Prote;tant Diſſenters bere are Donatiſts birt 
the contrary is evident, (p. 46.) We fear not the 
Fiſts $ $landers, as being (thats to God) well 
Provided 
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provided to anſwer them; and had you attempted 
to prove what you have boldly rid, that the con- 


trary is evident, as to the Diſſenters, 1t would have 
given me an opportunity to ſhew, that in many 
things they agree with the Donatiſts, and that in 
ſotne they are worſe. TheDonatiſts were as perverſe 
a Sect, and raiſed as troubleſome a Schiſm, as any 
that had afflicted the Church; and I doubt not but 
the villainous Practices of ſome of them are ſo well 
known to our Author, that he himſelf, if he were 
to paſs Sentence, would ſcarce think them Men 
fit for Heaven: But to avoid this, he puts the 
Queſtion, Vere they all damm d? And why All? 
It is a bloody Battel, where none eſcapes. It be- 
not to me to damm or ſave any of them, 
hath preſcribed us certain Terms or Condi- 
tions, in which alone we can be ſure; but yet 
hath reſerv'd a farther liberty to himſelf. How 
far his extraordinary or uncovenanted Mercies 
may be extended, we know not; and therefore it 
is not ſafe to build upon them: And yet what 
hard Thoughts ſoever I might have of the R. 
leaders, yet I ſhould cheriſh hopes for thoſe w 
were meerly decerved'; and to deal * with 
you, I have much better thoughts of, ho 
tor ſuch well-meaning Diſſenters, who are 
in the ſimplicity of their Souls, than I have of 
their Maſters of Miſrule ; who make it their buſi- 
neſs to delude weak Perſons, and do all they can 
to promote everlaſting Diſtractions. 
G5.) Now comes the largeſt account he hath 
iven of any thing yet; and that is, the difference 
tween Theophilus of Alexandria, and Fobn Chry- 
rm of Conſtantinople, and the Troubles and Mal 
jefs that followed thereupon, (p. 47 to 5 1.) 1 
ſhall not trouble my ſelf to examine all the Par- 
ticulars, which are related not much amiſs but 
thall rather come up with his deſign, 9 — 


( 115) 


after his uſual manner, to propoſe ſome Queſtions, 
for the encouragement of Schiſm; and the firſt is, 
Were theſe Foannites Schiſmaticks ;, and if ſo, were 
they damn'd ? I do not ſee how the leaſt Charge 
of Schiſm can reach them, whilſt their Bi 
Chryſoftom was living; and it would be the - 
3 * the bares Pi _ be _ 7 ; 
e ing wro and abuſed upon Eazrth : 
For this — the Caſe of the oannitet. Whilſt 
the Biſhop was Orthodox, and owned his Flock, 
they ought not to renounce him; but their Biſhop 
was unjuſtly depoſed by his Enemies, and driven 
into Baniſnment; and when he was dead, his Name 
was {truck out of the Diptychs,. which was as far 
as they were able, to ſigniſie to the World, that 
(if 3 in Mr. Tallents's Language) he was one 
of the damm d in Hell. And though the poor Fo- 
annites were bar uſed, yet they could not 
bear this; but how defirous. they were of Unity, 
appears hence, That no ſooner was his Name re- 
ſtored, and his Body honourably brought back, but 
they became one with their Brethren. And be- 
fore this, Epiphanius and Theophilus were dead, and 
the Quarrel died with them; ſaving that Cyril 
made ſome oppoſition, but was forc'd to be quiet, 
when this was done; ſo that here was an end of 
thoſe Troubles. But when will you have done? 
All theſe Men, as hot as they were, condemn'd 
Schiſm z but you are for propagating it: All theſe 
Men, however miſtaken in the Cauſe of their Quar- 
rel, were for Unity; but you are for Diviſion : All 
of them own'd 7 to be due to Canonical 
Biſhops; but you are ſo far from obeying _ 
s, that you are againſt Epiſcopacy it ſell. Seve- 
other differences between you and them I might 
enumerate, but theſe are ſufficient to ſhew, that 
whatſoever became of them, this Inſtance will by 


no mean juſtiſie your Proceed! 
* R 
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(26.) What the Acepbali or Hefitantes (which 
come next, page 51.) make for I cannot 
comprehend. V the Title of Pervicaces 
not better become you, than that of Hefitantes, 
1 lows to. the Talent of im 1al Perſons. 
Acephali, in ſome ſenſe, you may be; 


them as often as you pleaſe; yet you 
one true Head, ſuch an one as you t 
The Henotirum of Zeno, and Tria Capitula of Fu- 
ſtinian, though both contrived with a deſign to 
qualifie and cool, are only ſad Examples, what 
woful work Princes make, when they 1 
their hands the Power of the Church, 
ſuch things on Men as are inconſiſtent 
ſtanding Rules or Canons : Nor matters 1 
many 
and ft r was made, that 

Peace and Unity of the Church, 
Communion incorrupt and entire; nor could there 
be any quiet, till it was obtained. But your 
ſign is quite contrary : For you are endeavouring 
to juſtifie Schiſm, and e it lawful to keep it 
always on foot, from Men's Actions, who ſtrug- 


gled hard to deſtroy Schiſm, and recover Unity; as 
it I would Ar. Ilan — quarrell'd in — * to 
regain true Peace; therefore I ny Quarrel eter- 
nally, and ſuffer there to be no Peace. Of the 
6 this Inference let any 
e. 6 

G .) The Acepbali are followed by the Briziſb 
Cloiflians that differed Auſtin and the Roman 
Rites, (p. 54.) The Hiſtory of this matter we owe, 
if not wholly, yet chiefly to Beda; who, tho 
ſcarce inferior to any in that Age, yet is p 

retain'd on the Roman ſide, and doth all that he 


can, unleſs he would be too openly partial, to 
dafle the Britons ; and yet enough may be found 


nw OW 


Their Obſervation of 
that they were of ear- 


in i | 
upon the Separation from the Fews. That their's 
was firſt, appears from the oppoſition made by 
thoſe Eaſtern Churches, which would not comply 
either with Anicetus or Victor; and I think it not 


_—_— 
op of 
Caerleon, who was in effect their Aſet ropolitan, and 
as ſuch acknowledged by them, had no other Ti- 
tle, but that of Eprſcopus prime ſedis, according to 
the Appellation given ſuch in the Apoſtolical Ca- 
vont. Nor is it inconſiderable, which our Author 
futh of the Britons, that they look'd on tlem that 
follow Auftin 0 better than Pagans, communica- 
ted no more with them than Heatbers, (p. 55.) And 
Beds ſaith this held to his very time, whi 
_ one Reaſon why he oft ſpeaks fo 
ly of them; his words are theſe : Uſque hodie 
moris eſt Britonum, fidem Religionemque Anglo» 
rum pro nihilo habere, neque in aliquo eis magis 
communicare quam Pagams: i. e. E rs tbe Cuſtom 
the Britons to this day, to make no acc1mt of rhe 
ligion of the Engliſh, and to bave no more commit- 
nion with ebem than Pagans, (Hiſt. Eccl. lib. 2. 
cap. 20.) Which was truly the Practice of the Pri- 
| Ss 2 mitive 
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mitive Chriſtians, with reſpe& to refractory Per- 
ſons and Schiſmaticks, and that according to the 
direction of St. Paul, that every ſuch Perſon ſhould 
be to them as a Heathen Man and a Publican. No 
wonder therefore that the Britons were not forward 
to comply with Auſtin and his Followers, who 
would impoſe things novel on them, not agreeing 
with what they had anciently received. Another 
thing which obſtructed their Agreement, was the 
Pride of the Romans : For Auſtin would have them 
not only to agree to what he required, but to be 
ſubject to him. And though Beda tells a fine tale, 
how Auſtin wrought a Miracle to convince them, 
by reſtoring Sight to a Blind Man ; which they 
having leave to try before him, could not do: 
Yet dropping this, that he was quidam de genere 
Anglorum, makes it ſuſpicious, that there was a 
Trick in it; and the after-behaviour of the Britons 
ſhews, that upon Conſideration: they thought no 
leſs. And truly that looks more like a true Mi- 
racle, which occaſioned the Treaty to break off; 
I mean the Advice of the Auchoret, and the Bri- 
ront purſuing it, and the effect of all; which be- 
ing too tedious to relate, I muſt refer you to the 
Author, Bed. Hiſt. Eccl. lib. 2. cap.2. Now I cannot 
but think theſe overhard Conditions to be put up- 
on them, not only to depart from the Catom and 
Traditions, which ay dong” received with the Faith, 
but alſo to give up their Liberty. The third thing 
which I thought might render this Agreement le 
feazible, was the Injuries done by the Saxons to 
the Britons, The deſign of Auſtin in ſeeking agree- 
ment with the Britons, was to get their aſſiſtance 
in converting the Saxons, who were then Pagan 
Tdolaters, Now theſe Saxons, coming into this 
Iſland under pretence of Friendſhip as Succours, 
had driven the Britons out of their ancient Foſ- 
ſellions and Habitations, and at that very time 
* . . 2 4: *. Were 
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were farther purſuing that Injuſtice with all Fu- 
imaginable : You can hardly think that the 
Britons could have any very hearty kindneſs fof 
theſe Men. But e they had joined with him 
in Preaching the Goſpel to them; the Saxons, in 
all likelihood, would have leſs heeded them than 
other Men, becauſe they looked on them as Ene- 
mies; but if they had regarded their Preaching, 
do — — — heb had 3 4 — 
ta s Fe omething u- 
ice And then the Doctrine of Reſtitution 2 
have been apt to fall from the Mouths of ſuch Suf- 
ferers, which in all likelihood would rather have 
provoked the Saxons to cut their Throats, than 
prevail'd with them to become Converts : So that 
the Britons were of all others the moſt unfit Per- 
ſons to preach Chriftianity to the Saxons. All 
theſe things put together, and well conſidered, I 
Cn OL e 
not comp W1 in; a therefore, wi 
Mr. Tallent?'s good — I hope there is no occa- 
hon to damm them upon this account. But then 
what muſt become of Auſtin and bis Followers ? 
Truly let him give the Anſwer, who made the 
Queſtion. He is no ſmall Friend to Schiſmaricks, 
and to any that are never ſo little of kin to them; 
and ſeeing I have done my endeavour to ſave one 
half, 1 hope he will fave the other : But if he will 
not, I ſhall leave them to the Care of the Rowa- 
viſte, to whom they belong; for I do think my 
ſelf obliged to be their Advocate. 

(28.) was no Age of the Church, wherein 
the did not ſuffer under Perſecurions, or ſtruggle 
with Hereticks and Schiſmaricks, or both : But we 
are now got paſt any thing, wherein was the true 
reliſh of primitive Zeal and Purity; and are en» 
tring upon the Dregs of Time, wherein Affairs 
being managed by Ambition, Humour and Cove» 

| I 4 | tuouſneſs, 
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tuouſneſs, Corruptions and Abuſes, flowed in a- 
pace, and Matters grew continually from bad ta 
worſe. Theſe indeed are Times fit. to furniſh our 
Author with Precedents, whoſe bufineſs it is 

keep the fame Wickedneſs and Troubles | 
but ſince they teach us no good, and 
been already ſaid may be applied to them all, 
more or leſs, I ſhall run over them lightly, that 


I nay. haften to his other way of ing. And 


now what if the Gregorian Liturgy was d 
upon ſome Churches? A U ty is 2 
commendable thing, where the Matter is lawful 


and juſt; yet Cuſtom, we ſay, is a ſecond 

and Men are apt to tug a little, rather than part 
with their old Uſages; and perhaps in this Caſe 
they did not much mend themſelves : But this 
was ro Schiſm, unleſs every Conteſt, Brabble and 
Diſpute muſt be one; but whatever it was, we 4 
ſubmitted, and it was ſoon at an end. AndI wi 
thoſe were ſo, for whoſe continuance our Author 
35 pleading z and then we might both give over 
writing, and the Schiſm might ceaſe betwixt him 
and me; for ſo we may call this Diſpute, after his 


way of Schiſm- | 
(gg.) Our Author hitherto hath firſt told his 
Lale, and then put his on; but now he be: 


gins with it firſt. The Fu s of Ignatius and. 
Photius (faith he, p. 56.) were. they all damm d? 
Ic they were, I know: not what will become of 
Ignatius and Photins themſelves, than whom that 
Age did not produce two er Men. But to 
the matter, — as deplorable a Schiſm in 
the Church of Conſtanti vople, while theſe two Pa- 
triarchs were both living, as our Author could 
wiſh. Manifeſt Injuſtice was done to Ignatius by 
Bordas. But though Men grew cold and looſe 
thoſe times, yet not ſo looſe as in theſe for ma- 
n Perſons 1 ſtood firm to Ionarms yas 
| '; | Ws. 


( 121 ) 
Save Gol bing Julbice in refuning hen and yet 
to ſhew how willing he was to put an end to 
2 turbulent Schiſm, after the Death of Ignarins, 


he reſtored Photius, fo that there was: now no Pre- 


tender in being to keep up the Schiſm. But faith 
our Author, Baronins ſaith, the Followers of theſs 
two Patriarchs would not communicate with one an- 
ther ; but Hody ſaith, they did. And perhaps in 
difterent reſpects, both might ſay true. For while 
Ignatius and Photixs were both living, thoſe who 
were Followers of the one, could neither by their 
own Principles, nor the Laws of the Clurch, com- 
municate with the other. But when Jgnatins was 
dead, and Phorrus reſtored, and that Reſtoration 
confirm'd by a General Council of 383 Baue, as 
even our Author tells us, what could hinder their 
Coalition and joint Communion ? But I make it 
ſome doubt, whether our Author was altogether 
well adviſed, in calling that moſt Reverend Po- 
Cor by the bare Name of Hody, without any 
term of Reſpect. For he might have known, that 
he is fo dexterors, ſhall I ſay, or aun ut erm a 
Perſon, that he can eaſily upon occaſion change 
his Scheme of Principles according to the Times he 
lives in; but yet being a Man fo exc eillvely Hum- 
ble * on * from all Conccitedneſs and 
vain y, perhaps he may put it up: However 
he ſhould not have diſobliged a Man, who, if the 
Times ſerve, may be willing enough to be his 
Friend; and the rather, becauſe at preſent he 
hath borrowed what next follows from him; for 
which Reaſon I ſhall fend þim for an Anſwer ta 
thoſe, who have been fo bold as to engage with 
The ane — 
great xt tbe Creek an 
the Latin Church : For it divided the EAI and the 


there 


Veſt, bath laſted ſeveral hundred Years; and when 
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thorities, from which he will not in 


( 122 ) 


will be an end of it, God knows. Tt would 


and indeed at this time impertinent, 
a full account of it; nor would à Volume 
1 
to our 


there 
be 
to give 
contain it: I ſhall therefore only remark what I 
think to be to our purpoſe. And not to mention 
2 particular things controverted between them, 
the Original of that fatal Schiſm, and i io a great 
meaſure the Continuance, I think may be imputed 
to the Ambition of the two Patriarchs, but prin- 
cipally of the Biſhop of Rome. I remember that 
{ome ſmall time after the 3 of wr i — 
volution, I heard a Rever 
on this Text, My Kingdom is not of this 3 Wor 
(John 18. 26.) _ among other things, 1} 
of the extent of Chriſt's Kingdom, he told us, 
1 ps extended over 2 wt pod, but 
e facto bad poſſeſſed bim too great 
a part of it. Whether the 40 lee his Ex- 
ample, or be inſtigated by hi * — not pre- 
2 4 But this to = ſeems __— 
ent, t by his letting in, and continuing feve- 
ral groſs Proms under the pretext of Infallibility, 
by his N the © Epi 1 2 to little 
more than his new Articles of 
Faith, and —_ has . Au thority to make more, 
by his ſetting aſide or _— ling Chriſt's Inſtitu- 
tions, and by other — and delete Au- 


leaſt depart, 
he hath outdone the black Gentleman in aſſuming 


a Power over Chriſt's Kingdom : For the Inſtitutions 
RO at bored whe HI wee 


and let Chrift ſay what he will, you muſt not ſcru- 
ple obedience to the Pope 


This 7 that which hack 
made that wide Breach irreconcileable; and this 
hath either cauſed or occaſioned moſt, if not all, the 
wild Sects and abominable Schiſins, now raging at 
IX though I do not intend hereby to apo- 

any nn 


( 123 ) 
Promoters of them. And is this now an Example 
to be brought to alleviate the Crime of Schiſm ? 
Muſt the Suffering of the Church under ſo tedious 
and malignant a Schiſm be alledged to perſuade us, 
that Schiſm is no damnable Sin; and by ſtill 
to encourage the ſame Schiſm, and to promote 
others, and continue them to the of the 
World? Has not the Man loſt either his Senſes or 
his Conſcience, that can do thus? For what ter 
Miſchief could he do to the Church, if he took coun- 
ſel of Hell? For never any thing did the Chrerch 
half ſo much burt as the Droiſions and Faction: 
among, Chriſtians. 

(21.) We have quickly travell'd from Conſtan- 
tinople to Rome; and whereas we retail d out 
Schiſins before, now we have them by wholeſale. 
For ſaith he (p. 59.) Some reckon about thirty 
$chiſms of the Popes, two or three at the ſame time; 
2 ly one that began about the Tear 1058, and 

ted about ſeventy Jears ;, and another about 1378, 
when one of the Popes ſat at Avignon, which laſted 
about 2 Tears. 1 ſhall readily grant, that Schiſms 
as well as other matters, are truly objected to the 
Papifts ; but whether there be not a vaſt difference 
between thoſe Schiſms, and that of the Diſſenters 
from the Church of England, I will not diſpute, 
for it is none of my buſineſs to defend them; let 
them ſtand up for their own Cauſe; they fball for 
me. But ſince our Author is pleaſed to interpoſe 
in their behalf, 1 have ſome little to ſay to him: 
And ſince he is ſo willing to ſave Paprſts, of all 
ſorts and ſizes, and will not allow any of them 
to be damm d, though in the moſt deſperate Schi ſuis, 
I ſhall ask him, whether he have not diſcovered 
2 Secret, which his Party will not think fit ſhould 
be made known ? I mean, that the Difſenters, at 
leaſt the Heads of them, have a better 


opinion of, 
NT ace roceer of bin jo the Avite, Shin this 
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" ſhould ſuffer you to compaſs your ends, what 
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( 224 ) 
are willing to be thought to be. If there be 
danger of Damnation in the worſt of that Commus- 
_ pd wc * * towards Rome ? But 
then, when t en of your Party are angry with 
any Man of another Perſuaſion, what is the rea- 
ſon that they preſently call them Papifts ar F- 
piſbly affected; and that with a deſign to 

them to the Rabble as the worſt and dan- 
gerous ſort of Men? Have not you here volunta- 
rily given a more ample Teſtimony of your being 
Poiſbly affefted, than any of thoſe whom you are 
{o ready to ander? For certainly it is one thing 
in Compaſſion to hope well, and judge charitably 
in favour of them, who lie under invincible Ig- 
norance; and another to plead in their behalf 
who not only ought, but either do or may know 
better. For ſhame leave off theſe Reproaches, un- 
leſs you could better defend your ſelves from that 
which you charge upon the Innocent. You are 
doing the Work of Papiſts, whilſt you are endea- 
vouring to pull down that Church, which is their 
greateſt Terror and Deteſtation in theſe of 
the World : And if God in Judgment for our Sins 


ſhould hinder you and your Brethren from join- 
ing in their Communion, when you are ſo forward 
to ſecure Salvation to the greateſt Offenders 
them? Anſwer this with Arguments, not with 
BE Rs lace lofry Elogium 

32.) In the next place a wm is given 
of the A/bigenſes and Valdenſot, whoſe Caſe ſeems to 
me to be much in the dark: For I have met with no 
original account of them, but what we have from 
their Adverſaries, who may very well be ſuſpected 
of unfair Dealing and Mifrepreſentation. Some 
indeed have made very favourable Conſtructions 
of them and their Opinions, which may be true 
tor any thing I know; 1 


= * 


„ 
had any more certain for it than Con- 
I will not un eto judge, who were 
damm d or ſat'd in this caſe ; But if we conſider 
the Croiſado's, the Blond that was ſhed, and the 
Deſolation that was made this account, I 
think it can be no proper Inſtance to perſuade ns, 
that Schiſm is ſuch a barmleſs Sim, as this Author 
would perſuade us. Indeed could Mr. Tallents 
perſuade all Mankind to an Indifferency as to all 
Communions, he might then procure an. Univerſal 
Peace with reſpe& to Religion; but then to effect 
this, he muſt firſt prevail with Men to lay aſide 
all Conſcience. For how can a Man be ſaid to have 
any Conſcience, who ſticks at nothing? A Man can- 
not freely and heartily join in what he diſap- 
proves : If he would allow Men perpetually to act 
againſt their own Sentiments, yet Conſcience conti- 
nually fiying in their Face would make them fo 
uncaſie, they could not endure it. And there- 
fore to bring this to paſs, they muſt firſt make a 
thorough Conqueſt of Conſcience; and ſo we might 
| I a ſtrange fort of Peace at the expence and 
is of Religion. | 


(33.) Our Author is much obliged to the Pa- 
pift for furniſhing him with Materials for his new- 
faſhion d Hiſtory; and as if we had not had enough 
of them before, there comes now a long train of 

in; a parcel of frantick Franciſcaus; then 
uits reſts 5 and again, the Je- 
ſuits and Fanſenifis, (p. 59, 60, 61.) Let him take 
them all, make his beſt of them. For as to 


oy 


what can reſpect Scbiſm, properly ſo called, he 
hath had — already: And as for what 
reſpects Heats and Feuds among Men, who ſtill 
continued in the ſame Communion, it deſerves 
no Anſwer at all, becauſe it is nothing to the 
purpoſe. a | | 


(324.) IT have 


( 126 ) 

(34.) I have ſeldom met with ſuch an untoward 

Impartiality : For that all alike may be 
expoſed, next after the Popiſh come the Proteſtant 
Scluſms, which he 1ntroduceth thus; Among the 
Proteſtants, who hade ſeparated from Rome, there 
bave been drivers Schiſms, to our exceeding Grief, and 
ro the hinderance of Chriſt's bleſſed Goſpel, (P. 62.) 
If this Man believes himſelf, he hath a 
Faith; and perhaps a ſtronger, if he thinks that 
any other ſenſible Man can believe him. For 
would any Man in his right Wits, defend, encou- 
rage and promote that which is really bis exceed- 
ing Grief © Or would any ſincere Chriſtian make 
It his buſineſs to plead for that which he acknow- 
ledgeth to be an hinderance of Chriſt's bleſſed Go- 
el? That which is the grief of good Men, and 
the hinderance of Chriſt's bleſſed Goſpel, looks 
very like a damnable Sin- But whether Damna- 
tion be or be not in the caſe, ſeeing Schiſm is con- 
feſs d to be the grief of Chriſtians, and the bin- 
derance of Chriſt's bleſſed Goſpel, certainly no Man, 
who would be thought to be a Chriſtian, would 
undertake the defence of it, but rather judge it 
to be his buſineſs, by all honeſt means; agree- 
able with his Place and Station, to ſtifle and 
quell it. 

(35.) If we make a ſearch after theſe Prote- 
ſtants, I find our Author at preſent is fo in love 
with Schiſme, that he will make us all Schiſma- 
zicks;, though at another time he will tell you in 
behalf of his Party, that (ſuch is the Bleſſing of 
a Brazen Face) they are ſure they are no ſuch 
Men. Here in the Van come the Lutherans and 
Calviniſts, who ſeparate from each other; and ma- 
ny of them, as he teils us, in a high and fierce man- 

ner. But whether they be damm d or not, are they 

the better for this? To prevent theſe fierce Do- 

ings, you, according to your Scheme of Rc 
WO 


( 127 ) 

would (at leaſt occaſionally) communicate with 
both. But then muſt not you with the Calvinifts 
be fierce againſt the Lutherans, and with the Lu- 
therans fierce againſt the Calvinifts * For neither 
of theſe love lukewarn Men. But you 
ſhould do thus, yet when they had diſcovered you 


you out; and 
then you might make a third ſort of Schiſma- 
tiet, and mutiny by your ſelf. Theſe are fol- 
lowed by the Remonſtrants or Arminians, who ( as 
he-tells us) have ſet up diſtinct Churches or Meet- 
ings in Holland. I do not think it worth while to 
examine the Pretences, which he ſaith they make 
for it; but to me they ſeem to have had hard 
meaſure from the Anti-remonſtrants, if it were on- 
ly for this reaſon, that the Arminians, in matter 
of Diſcipline and Government, are as true-blew 
Proteſtants as any Predeftinarians whatſoever; and 
upon that account alone, if no other, they might 
have afforded them the Right-hand of Fellow- 
ſhip. But whatever ſhall become of theſe 4rmi- 
nians, or whatever others may think of them, you 
ought not to have been ſo favourable to them. 
For when you would make a Man throughly odi- 
ous, and repreſent him as fo ill and dangerous a 
Perſon, that all ought to ſhun him, and avoid all 
converſe with him, it hath been the Practice of 
your Party to brand him for an Arminian; and 
the common People have been poſleſs'd, that they 
ought to have no more to do with fuch a one, than 
the Devil: And if it be ſo bad in Eqglend, pray 
how comes it to be ſo good in Hollands 

(36.) The French Huguenvrs march up in their 
order next after the Arminians, but they are not 
impreached of Schiſm, nor any doubt made of 
their Salvation; but in their Defence the Charge 

is 
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who 


is drawn up againſt others; and the Engli 
were in France, are accuſed for ſaying, had 
no true Miniſters, Sacraments, or Woijfhip of God, be- 


cauſe they bad vo Biſhops. And he cannot eaſily 
think well of my Chancellor Hide for drop- 


of whoſe Communion I not 9 to be. 
Com names the Ganges Ceres, which is ca 
ſtantly put, Were theſe Gentlemen damm d for that? 
(p- 63.) This is an ugly Iendo : The Caſe it ſelf 
all be try'd hereafter. In the mean time, I 
muſt needs ſay, that it would be very hard if 
theſe Gentlemen ſhould be damn'd for being in 
the gbr. I have no mind to intermeddle with 
the French. E ors, and perhaps we have not 
here ſo full and clear an account of the ity 
of them, as would be neceſlary for ſuch a purpoſe: 
But of this I am ſure, That ſome of them, who 
have come over hither, hold ſome very e 
and turbulent Opinions, and ſuch as tend to dan- 
gerons Practices. But to let that ſuppoſe a 
2 of Salvation among the Huguenors, I be- 
eve you will comply with me in this for the 
ſake of ſo dear Friends, becauſe your ſelf have 
already done no leſs for the Romanifts : But 
what will this be to the purpoſe ? ur 
of Salvation is a very ſlender Hruitarion to Com- 
munion. For many things are le, which at 
the ſame time are very improbable. It is poſſible 
a Man may fall from a Houſe without daſhing out 
his Brains, or breaking his Bones; for it has been 
done; and yet I take it to be no ftrong Tempta- 
tion to try the Experiment. Unleſs there be juſt 
reaſon for it, it may become a Man not to be for- 
ward in cenſuring Perſons, though at the ſame 
time he do not think their Communion ſafe: And 
let Charity be as great as it will, ks” 


to ſet them up = For his next 
poſed Schi ſmaticłs is ſerv d pb pos 
Pre 


„ as in Scotland and Holland, aud orber 
what ſball we ſay of them? Are they or the 
them Schiſmaticks ? and ſball they be damm d 
for that ? (p. 63.) I would Dy pom to put this 

ion to your Brethren in Scotland: I do not 
they would make any ſcruple to damm them. 
not they poſitively affirm, that Government 
Biſbops is Antichriftian ? If that be not damma- 
is? Do they not call the Common Prayer 


by all ome loathſome Names their wicked 
malicious Wit can invent? Did not Mr. Mel 


wo Foman bejeee ee | 
the whole Parliament of Scorland, among other his 
wile Cautions, give r Beware of 
* ed bak Kisk s) Au- 
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thority, or obfftrndẽ it Erer e, or tend to intact 
_ o juſtly —— of N. 1 
ee nl i 
chey Low made Derby ry Ma then 
ex da an Gs 
ment? What could they do xgainſt 
or Adrltery, — 12 — 
And if it be ſuch a Sin, I do not find that thoſe 
who are guilty of it, are much mclined to —_ 
of it, which is the only Mr. Talents 
found out to ſave them: So that they are certain- 
Iy caft, if thoſe Men are in the _ For my 
m I believe Preſbyterians in England and Scor- 
to be the —＋ And though our Author, un- 
der the preſent Circumſtances, feems O wi 
ſave thoſe in Ex who are dumm d in Sur lam, 
if they had the fame Eſtablifhment the Sever 
have, which they are tugging hard for, I make no 
doubt but they would be the fame Men, and be 
as bloody Enemies of Toleration, and as irrecon- 
cileable to what they would call Schifm, 28 
Scots now are. For why ſhould we think them 
— 1 than they were — Ward at 
yet emory of Man, 
part to the utmoſt of their power; 8 
q = 
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ayer m ſuch place 
ſubmit to, and be BE Religion 

bliſhed by Law ? Hanke of erg 
of any Religion, then there is an end of the Dy 
Brine of the C , and all ing for Chriff s ſake. 
For that muſt e embraced as 7 


the Truth and 12 
ſuch Eſtabl 


te the true al wil we 
not renonnce it, unleſs we will forfeit our 
Title to Heaven. Thus your Plea of Law fi ignifies 
22 and as for the Truth of your Way, it ſhall 
be try'd in the Concluſion. 
(38.) The Nomjurors, whether they will or no, 
are next brought in his Herd of Schiſma- 
and here a particular Charge is drawn up 
2 1 for his Practice, and 
Berkley for ſomething he wrote, which per- 
haps the Nonjurors may not diſapprove : But he 
brings not the leaſt of an Argument againſt 
the Prafice of the one, or the Vriting of the other; 
but, as if his ſcornful Recital weten fullldour Re- 
futation, he only adds in the cloſe ; Thus, with 
what meaſure ſome mete to . 8 LIFT 10 
8 ain. Shall theſe Ne 
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Contempt and Scorn of Mankind, ſuffer In- 
juries without redreſs ; and if they mult be damm d 
hereafter, for being haraſs d at this rate here, they 
haye the heavieſt fate of all Mankind. a8 
deſpicable as theſe Men are, yet there are 2 
who will fear where no fear is; and it looks as if 
ſome Men were afraid of even theſe helpleſs Crea- 
tures; and I am inclineable to think, that our Au- 
thor 1s one of them, becauſe he ſets them out as 
if he had a mind to ſet the Government upon them, 
I ſhall not ſo far concern my ſelf as to undertake 
their defence; but I hope I may be allowed to do 
them that Juſtice, as to relate two things, which 
I find they unammouſly agree to ſay for them- 
* 14, That 4. 1 not , — T 
in r* Righteouſneſs, is one o | 
dresden and dangerous things in the World. For 
when he ſwears with his Hand upon the Goſpel, he 
renounceth his Right to any thing con in 
that Book, and invokes God to deprive him of all 
Intereſt in Feſus Cbriſt, all Helps from the means 
of Grace, all Benefits of the bleſſed Goſpel, that in- 
ſtead of Comforts, he would load him with all 
Curſes here, and make him eternally miſerable 
hereafter; if what he ſay be not true, or he do 
not perform what he promrſe. A Life void of all 
true Comfort here is bad, but eternal Damnation 
is infinitely worſe. And therefore, „ ifs 
Man have any doubt or ſcruple in it 
were better for him to ſuffer any thing from Man, 
rather than incur the heavy Curſe of God, and 
ronounce * 12 with his _ 1 
2dly, They ſay they cannot approve De- 
privations 4 becauſe the Conſequence bereof muſt 
unvoidably lead to downright Eraſtianiſm ; and 
then your buſineſs is not to enquire what Rom 
Chriſt left, but what the Civil Magiſtrate al- 


low ; n 


being theirs, I think they ought W 
t it themſelves, and if all thoſe Anxi- 
left out, 


4 


2 


Bey are in 


that I: 
is what 
ing to a 


may be excuſed, if I engage not in it at preſent: 
And now I was in hope I had done with his Hiſto- 
rical part, but I find my ſelf deceived, For, that 
he might be ſure to give us enough of it, he makes 
2 Recapitulation of the whole, and at every turn 
makes hin uſual unſavory Queſtion, Were theſe, 
thoſe, or the other damm d? No reafonable Man, 
I hope, will that I ſhould repeat all my 
— But —R_—_ nay _ him- 
altogether ſlighted, give one ä 
neral Anſwer, and that, I hope, will prove ſuf- 
| ficient. Good Examples are like Lighr-boufes or 
Land-marks, which upon eccafion not only 1mſtra# 
tn a, "x ad; 
9 2 
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more likely to awaken them, than to repreſent to 
them the Danger : a we cannot uſe our Au- 
them, and ſay they are 

actually damn d. For as yet they have the means 
to eſcape, and may do ſo, if they make a right 
iſe of them: But whether they eſcape or not, 
e Crime is to be condemn'd, and we ought not 
to give the leaſt encouragement to that Sin, which 
is the Peft of the Church, and makes Men the 
 Troublers of Iſrael, which is always the effect of 
5 K 4 Schiſm. 


— 
dre 


I with all Men would well conſider it, 


and lay i 


to heart ; but then I doubt not, but that hereafter 


1 ſhall make it appear, that Schiſm is a dunn 
Sin, tending to bring Men into this terrible dread- 
ful Condition; and if he have a mind to 


Men to run the hazard of it, he may 
help i for it ; 


i] 
Z 


z I cannot 
if I ſhould 
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CHAP. —_— 3 
; and biw-it eee 6 
nw ſob nt cu reef 


bim, 2. How far the Fathers 
and the two Archbiſbops Whit- 


Whether Schiſm be as great a Sin as Mur- 
is 1s an Artifice to lex 
at this 
and in this caſe, not a fair ſtate of the Que- 
between r or — 
great a Sin, what igns t to prove will 

follow, viz. That Schiſm is eirber none 
in, and Men may be encouraged to 
Queſtion theretore fairly pat, had 
Schiſm be a dammable Sin or not ? 
prove to be ſuch, then the Conf 
evident, that thoſe who live in Schbiſm 
ftate of Damnation. 1 confeſs, 
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which 
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think Mr. Talkents and his 
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; 
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his Di ſſenter becauſe the 
222 E57 . Ani 
ment The truth 
is, the and ma · 
ny are this muſt 
be _— ot Men who 
either of Righ 
| N 


f 


Evidence into the Court: I am ſure Two, whom 
have forc d to give in Teſtimony, which looks 
— ing your way, were as ſtout Cham- 
ions againſt Schiſm as any this Church bath pro- 
— Archbiſhop Vbitgiſt was a learned, judi- 
cious, and prudent Man; ang? wg fo bold as 
writhg againſt — — 
WI great ſmaticłk 
of his 485 And truly I thank it were not much 
diſparagement to you, if you owned T. Cartwright 
for the Father and F of your Order here in 
ä Pr 
a true terian Spirit „ VIru ir- 
ter; and thi ————— diſeuſted. But 
whereas the Archbiſhop will not allow him zo call 
38388 r he means not of 
e times, W Purity of Doctrine was pre- 
ſerved by regular Government and * For 
| | eto 
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the Archbiſhop had 2 ere 


| ng = plain 9 
natiſt, bolding the Foundation, and not bis 
Schiſm, — but miſled by the Current of the Time; yet 
not ſupinely, but with diligence to know the Truth , 
n. 1 or uncharitably, not 4 , but 
with ſincere endeavours of Linon of all Chrifftans ip 
Truth and Feace, (p. 73.) This (I fay) none of 
us will difown; for we are as willing as that blef- 
fed Martyr to diftinguiſh between the Decetvers, 
and the Decerved, betiyeen the ſimply Erronetus, 
fierce Propagators of Errors. But then if ſuch 
one be ſaved, it is not for being a Schiſmatick, 
leſs for being Seditious, Factious, and cau- 
Diſturbance and Troubles where-ever they 
e; but it is for holding the Foundation, for 
of Mind to embrace the Truth, 
to him, and for his fincere en- 
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4 


4 
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paration 
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a 
to come to the knowledge of it. He 
not be a Schiſmatick, if he underſtood the 
| miſtake z 
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the divine Scriptures, 
what agrees not with it, by bis good 
Je, (Þ-75-) Very good. St. 


_ dvice as to his own Vr1 
mi 
if there þ 
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( 145 ) 


's 
DI as I have already proved wary ugh 
Papifis receiving Proteftancs, and Protelenes Fe- 
ts, without Rebaptization , to which is added a 
= 2 Tz oy my 99 i 
can Byb2ps, 76 77. great - 
& part of this Ae For the 
the Caſe of Rebaptization doth not lie before us; 
nor is it any part of our Controverſie, that I know 
of; it will be time to anſwer that when 
it is charg d upon us. But whether Schiſmaricks 
be in or out of the Church, is, I confeſs, 4 very 
material Queſtion : Becauſe, it they appear to be 
out of the Church, it will go a great way towards 
ending the preſent diſpute; for then their Caſe 
will be as bad, if not worſe, than Murtberers or 
Alulterert, who, unleſs actually excluded, are yet 
under the Power and Influence of the means of 
Grace, and of the viable Body. If the Notion of 
Schiſm be taken in its utmoſt latitude, then it may 
ſometimes be ſaid, that there are Schiſms in the 
| Church; as when Men, who are of the Commy- 
nion, out of a Spirit of Pride, Peeviſhneſs and Con- 
tention, raiſe * and Factions among them- 
ſelves, and thereby imbitter each other's * 
and cauſe continual Quarrels and Troubles: 
theſe Diviſions have a great tendency towards, and 
aptitude to beget that which is properly called 
Schiſm , but till it come to that, if you will call 
ſuch Schiſmaricks, they are in the Church. But in 
St.Cyprian's Notion and * of Schiſm, * 
| | EL trie. 


„ enn 
ticks are out of the Church; and if Mt. Tallents 
had well conſidered what that holy Father meant 
by Schiſm, he (I hope) would not have been ſo 
raſh and rude as to ſay, that he was miſtaken. 


ores, ſpeaks of thoſe, . from 
the true ion, and ſet up oppoſite Communions. 
Now no Man can cut himſelf oft from the true 
Communion, and ſtill continue a Member of the 
Church : Becauſe he cannot be a Member but by 
9 1 into that Communion, nor continue 
A longer than he remains of it. Now 
there are two ways whereby a Man may ceaſe to 
be a Member of the Church, either by his own AZ, 
or 7 ** of the Church; by his own Ad, when 
he off from the true nion, and re- 
nounceth the Body; by the Ad of the Church, when 
by an authoritative juſt Sentence he is caft out of 
the Church : Either of theſe ſeem to work the ſame 
effect as to diſmembring. But if a Man's Caſe be 
worſe, or more deſperate in one of theſe Caſes than 
the other, it is certainly when it is done by a Man's 
own Act, and not the Church's; as it is much better 
for a Man to ſuffer Death, whether rightfully or 
wrongfully, by the hand of another, than for him 
to cut his own Throat. He that by his own Act, in 
ſeparating from the Church, diſmembers himſelf, 
in the Lan of St. Paul, is faid to be aure- 
n e, Self-condemmed, (Tit. 3. 11.) Not that 
he with his own Mouth formally pronounceth the 
ſentence of Condemnation, either of himſelf, his Do- 
ctrines, or his Practices; but that, whether he owns 
it or not, his own A& doth unavoidably condemn 
him; by departing, he hath cut off humſelf, and 
3s no a Member : There needs no Sentence 
of the b to paſs upon him, he hath done hi 
own Work. On the other hand, when this is done 
by the Act of the Church, then in the Language 

the ſame Apoſtle, it is called 2 — 0 
5 | 2 


„ r -'; 8 ad RE ont ten er 


* 


tell me, how he, who is ſelf-condrnimned, who is de- 


conſider of it, and 


did St. Cypri 


( 147.) 
Satan, (1 Cor. 5. 5. 8 1 Tim. 1. 20.) And ſuch a 


of he? in the of St. Jobm, is ſaid to be 
f Satan, (Revel. 2. 9.) This is 
G2 ition of ſuch Schiſmaricks, againſt 


wr 45-7 Cyprian writes. ONE 


lrvered over to Satan, who is of the Synagogue of Sa- 
ran, and conſequently a Member of the Devil, can be 
a Member of the Church? But ftill there is a greater 
Authority than all thefe, even that of our Bleſſed 
Saviour, who hath commanded us to rank theſe 
fort of Men with Hearhens and Publicans, ( Mat. 
18. 17.) and if Heathens be in the Church, Iknow 
not who are out of it. If this ſhould prove to be 
conſider fi, andy ie Ipray God they may ſo 
y it to Heart, that by a time- 

ly Repentance, and return from whence they are 
n, they may recover out of ſo dangerous a 
Condition. Whether it is or not, I ſhall put it 
Tryal in the Concluſion, though I am ſen- 

ſible it will enrage many, and that I muſt expect 
ill Treatment for it : But T think it more Honeſty 
and Charity to let Men ſee their danger, than to 
lall them init. At preſent, I haveno more 
to do, than to vindicate Cyprian from being 
, enuf miſtaken in this matter; which, if I have 
the groſs miſtake will rebound back upon 


(6.) The next Father he gives to us is St. Au- 

ine, whom he cites ſo fully to our purpoſe, that 

of his Brethren may uy he had better let 

it alone. But then he ſerves St. 4 Kale juſt as he 
ian, His V 0 (aich 


. 7 25 — 
not Canonical. I grant er, 
7 St Dieu 2 the Wr Writings of Mr. Tallents, * i 
might err, ſo ma 12 Mr. Tallents , 


- Aft thing, it 


tif the z the one x the other But 


(ſaith 


nit 9 u his 

ſth he) we judge of them (i. e. his Writings ) 
the Canonical 1 ptures.) If you had done fo, 2 
had been to the purpoſe; but you do no ſuch thing 
here: When you doit, you ſhall have an Anſwer, 
vou ought not to it before. He adds far- 
ther, That ſome have been fo bold as to write againſt 
bim in the great points of Grace and Predeſtination, 
—— and fach caunot juftly abject lim to ws, if we 
modeſtly differ from bim in this. Why not? If they 
rove him miſtaken in that, and right in this, ſure- 
re * — But there is — E 
u may o It, notwithſtan their 
exce 6: 8 in that partieular; which 
1s, that St. Auguſtine hath not that concurrent con- 
ſent of the Fathers in that Opinion as in this. But 
Cult barely os S. ge. Jadgment, though 

on mes ju t 

we 3 ejudice to it to have him on our 
fide. Laſtly, eas St. Auguſtine wrote againſt 
the Donatiſts, he tells us, Ii plain tbe * * 
in e vaſtly 75 from the Donatifts, both in 
their Principles and Praftices. Not ſo very vaſtly, 
good Sir! You ay, and that truly, That zbe Do- 
natifts ſaid tbe Church of Chrift was only among 
chem; but this, you ſay, is a grievons Sin, the Diſ- 
ſenters abbor ir. Are you ſure your Brethren are 
all of the fame Mind * Or may not this be only 
an occafional Doctrine to ſerve the prefent Scene of 
Affairs? I am ſure it hath been otherwiſe ; and 
if it be not ſo ſtill, you are not the ſame Men 
were. Indeed they endeavoured all they could fo 
keep it as an Arcanum, and buz it about among 
their own Party; but either through Indiſcretion, 
or in heat of Diſpute, or in the buſineſs of making 
à Proſelyte, it hath been blab'd out. I do not ſay, 
yon agree with the Donatiſts in every thing, tho 
in many things I cogld draw an ill-farour'd paral- 
lel between you z but it is ſufficient for us, that 
you 


( 149 ) 
you agree thus far with them, as to ſeparate from 


the erue-Communion, ſet up in oy to it 
i the ground of St. Awgwſtr — + 
at equally Aga — 2 
o 1 lea Te you to defend your 


inſt him, than have done. 


) Agai he hath onl | 
EI The 


e ts you fo Church * ey s of obo 
17 55 _ Dathan and Abiram, is a brgb 
flight err 6 * 228 1 82.) 

— nd Un- 


I nh fon 
truth, you ma in 1 che Rh Rhetorick 'of it as 
much as you p Opratus compares the Scbiſns 
of his time; not all your ſorts of Schiſm: For 
though it is your main buſineſs to make nothing 
of Schiſm, yet at the ſame time you make more 
ſorts of Schiſm than ever any Man did. If Opra- 
rus's Compariſon betwixt Corab and the Schiſma-- 
tic of his time do hold, then his Reaſoning is. 
true; and if it be applicable to our Diſſenters, t 
bis Teftimony is good for us, Now to vindicate 
him from x M have ſaid againſt him, I ſhall 
need no more to ſet down what you have 
79 from him, thus: Opratus wentions Perſons 
1 Crimet, an Idalaror, a Parricide, and 
matick. 1 - he, who mov 
14 5 rpon a ance were par 
Cain, guilty 8 was not Kill d; Car Gar, 
— utigg,” roſe up againſt Moſes, werg 
ſwallow'd up alive. God, to whom Schiſm is beteful, 
did that againſt the — which be did nn, 
the 5 2 and the Murtberer of bis 
£22 Ch Yen in Be a 
ſer there may be in this, 393 


every 
ter of Fact, and 
to be far from Lag tre If you reaſon no 
ter, your Authority will quickly be ſmall, 
your Confidence be never ſo bach, ow And 
think it is not unworth notice, that 
(= obſerves in this Cale, "That though 
is Accomplices oppoſed Moſes and Aaron, 
claimed that Anthority w 
them, but had to 8 
3 from the — the Congrega- 
on of Tſrael; in which our Diſſenters have gone 
beyond them. which I wiſh they may conſider. 
(8.) St. Chryſoſtons is the laſt of the four, whom 
he —— againſt for being an Enemy to Schiſ- 
maricks; and againſt him he ſaith ſo little, that 
he had better have ſaid nothing at all. It is no 
more but this, That at that ug gs = Pp Held 
a Council againft bim to depoſe bim _—__ 
1s this to the Truth or Falſhood of St. Chry ＋ 
Opinion concerning Schiſm? If Theophilus 
wrong, was it not lawful for him to aps ps How to 
do himſelf right? Suppoſe it made him ſomewhat 
wy; ei ral OT 
wary z e ew ſo great an 
Adverſary lay at catch for all ad es againſt 
him. He was not condemn'd for his Opinion of 
Schiſm, for that was never condemn'd in the an- 
cient Church : And indeed the 
him were ſo very foul, that Tbeodoret profeſſeth 
himſelf aſhamed to relate them; he doth not men- 
tion the Crimes he was accuſed of, vega. 
. 
Were t 
at his return pleaded in defence oe of his dings 
of his Office, notwithſtanding their —— Myrs 


quxclcadx, Are 7 y y NN jars Sodoyidu 
ved, fe f n 
1. E. 
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hath been already given. But if you will let 
St Ferow ſpeak lis own mind, 1 doabt you will 
think him a High- For, ſpeaking of 
ricks, not for cheve eie, —— 
faith thus: Sit una Eva mater cunctorum viven- 
tium; & una Eccleſia, p omnium Chriſtiano- 
rum: Sicut illam Lamech in duas divi- 
tit Urores: Sic hanc hæretici in 


ng, 
of all Chriſtians : As curſed Lamech dividea 
that into two Wroes, ſo Hereticks rent this into more 
Churches, which. according 10 the Revelations of 
Sr. —— to be — 


„ 
ſweet and Chriſtian Spirit: I bpacy + wan 
= lay, Was Sams x, Was ofiopa Bdawuiloy gui 
NT i Ni bon 
a. 0 2. * 
the Sin of Norab, w ich ſo angred that you 
exclaim againſt it pray any om 9 oz, though 
ou were. 1 1 prove what you 
ſaid. Kody & diego e denied evi weep F wa- 
2 2 2 — toxdun- 
euwhn j vag F asi r Wegs + Seggrorle TE Oe 
Mol, wy T6 wege dyjpibn, xdlicnodw yþ 
ac 4 . Saved Nr ares” i. e. It it 
— a Man to confeſs his Sin, than to harden 


bis Heart; as their Heart was hardened who 


up againft Moſes the Servant of the Lord, whoſe Con- 
9 3 for they went alive down 10 
Hell, end Death Fed ebem gan (cap. 15.) 


Your vert Friend is Bengt, from | whom andre | 


IF 


815 


+4 


Z 


not one word do you cite 
: And I am not very forward to beli 
would have been ſo diſſerviceable to 
, as to cite Farbers whoſe Teſtimon 


inſt you, 3 


TING OP 
a more faithful Declaration of it, than 
m who were either Martyrs or ors 
for the Faith, as well as of zndeniable Abilities; 
and ftill the nearer they are to the Apoſtles times; 
8 are againſt 

Nor can you one Father, who 


3 ( PEN 
ingle athers may err, 

are ſingular; but this caſe 
2232 RT 
ever; becanſe herein they are 
And to ſlight the concurrent Teftimon 
al, and expoſe ir fall the 


atind agen cher cantels cond ing of Schiſma- 
zicks, And thus r 

do nothing leſs than fend all the Fathers to Hell: 
N tr 2 ana 
of it. Yet this is what you muſt- perſuade us to, 
0000000000 


0 L a gow hae dove with what bo 
0 but that I cannot for- 
8 rr 
Way up his 
1 Inference: 3 84.) 
ate preg; Agr is much t Do- 
ors of the Rome, &c. —_— yet had be- 
fore confeſſed —— — — 
were long before Rowe was what it is now, or thoſe 
Doctors were in being. Since it bath no in 
Scripture, but is againſt it: And —__ he hath not 
alledg'd fo much 23 one fi 
in this whole H 
_— that there might be the 
n 


the 8 25 


f e we they 
the 


» 
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(155) 
the borteſt SchiſMesticks muſt paſs for the beſ? 
Ges, 1 Hk Laie as is fr hb of 
_ turn'd upſide-down. © But let us ſee what he 
infer from all theſs Since's : Truly it is to give 
his Adverſaries fair That they learn ro 
be more mild in #bejr Cenſures, and to take beed 
left they on ſome accounts, be not ud Schiſma- 
ticks themſetves, and fland in nee ne the he mal 
Conſure that, may be juſt 
I for 


ly given them. 

Engliſh of which is this : Look to 

if we get the ement of the Government in- 
to our hands, which we are in a fair way to, then 
the Engliſh Moderation ſhall be turn'd into Scorch 
e Toleration of Epiſcopacy ſhall be call'd 
Lriguity by a Law, and we will have 
arliament paſs d, that it ſhall be Dearh 
for any Man to ſpeak or write in behalf of it. 
This will be doing buſineſs indeed, if better care 
be not taken : For the Church and Srate are next 
Neighbours z; and when the one's Houle 1 * 
fire, the other's cannot be out of danger. 
if you will not believe chem upon former Expe- 
cs, bet them be try'd again, and they will 
thoroughly convince you, that they never want 


a Will to deſtroy both, when they have it in 
their Power. 


and t 
24775 


CHAP. 


(156) | 
c H A . vn. 


The Caſe of Communion with $chi ſmaticks ambigu- 
onfly propounded by the Author, 2 clearly ex- 
. Plaind, f. 1. The Fathers inſt bis 
2. His Denial - wy 4 ou not 
true, 3. The Rules of the Primitive Church 2. 
gain Communion with Schifſmaticks, 4. Con- 
the Force of Ecclefiaſtical Canons, 5. The 
ſe of ancient Diſcipline, whether by Papiſt: 
— s, m0 good Plea in he 1 15 6. The Mi- 
tigation of offending Clergy 
againſt him, 7. The Caſe end A in One 
Grey, 8. His Argument borrowed from Mr. Sel- 
den wor good, 9. The . e of the — 
bim, 10. The "Plea Orthodox 
with Novatians at anſwered, +4 
And that Te Orrbodor with Arians at An. 


„ and the Epi =# Power ex- 
16. The | of the Au- 
His Citation 

agen ft bim and bis Party; 
of the Civil Magiſtrate in 


2 4 (fairs confi, 10 18. 


l. Itherto our Author hath employed his ut- 
0 H moſt Skill to ſet off Schiſar with the 
fineſt Colours, and to make a Beauty of a Bedlam. 
Now comes on the other part of the Queſtion, 
Pr Communion with Schiſmaticks, which he 


ys down thus: 
, 75 aid, we may not worſhip God at any 
J can 


rime with as os _ of Schiſm. 


a('s) 

I can ſcarce Mink a Man intends fairly, who 
leaves the known beaten Way, to tread unknown 
Paths; and will ſpeak embiguouſly, when he might 
with as mach eaſe ſpeak plainly. If by worbipping 


God with, he means, in the preſence of ſuch as 
2 of Schiſm, it may alter the caſe: But 
that whach we affirm is, That it it nr lawful to 


join in Communion with Schiſmaticks , nor can F 
imagine how any Man can think it lawful, whe 
doth really judge them to be Schiſmarticks. But 
here I am not to give my own Reaſons, but to 
examine his. In this Senſe he muſt be 
if he ſpeak to the purpoſe; but when he ſets him- 


ſelf to defend his Schiſmarical Communion, he en- 
ters the Liſts ſo 1 30 1 ſo ſhuf- 
flingly, and repeats what he had ſaid (and 


is already anſwered) over and over, and over 
again, and all wide from the buſineſs, that I 

I am aſhamed to ſee fo a Man guilty of ſuch 
trifling. It looks as if he either firupeled againſt 
the Dicłates of his own Conſcience, or was given 
over to ftroug Delufions. He ſets out very awk- 


wardly, partly denying, ly affirming , but 


To ſay, wes ma 
guilty of Schiſm 
others may be led by you, you ought not to deal 
fo with us, who I know You 
talk of two ſorts ys but do not tell us what 
they are, nor ſet the bounds betwixt both; 
and till you do that, your diſtinction will be uſe- 
leſs, though'it ſhould be true. I with you had told 
us what Schiſmatical Communion that x, which a 
Man may lawfully join in, tho at the ſame time 
he acknowledgeth it to be Schiſmatical. For this 

you 


2 
y 


R 

muſt mean, by worſhipping God with Men in 
Feiſs, if you ff to the N caſe: And 
then, I muſt te! he) ne free yu 

to prove it very we clearly, beyoh 
— ou have done. For he that will 2 
ot ion againſt what hath been received for 
many Ages, and heartily recommended by the 
wiſeſt and heſt of Men, ought to give in extraordi- 
nary Evidence, or he will be thought guilty of un- 
pardonable Preſumption. And this we may more 
reaſonably Ire of you, becanſe there is juſt 
grounds to ſuſpect, that you ſet 89 
an occaſional or temporary, not à durable Notion. 
I have ſome where read of a Cardinal, who being 
a Fiſherman's Son, to make a ſhew of great Humi- 
lity and Condeſcenſion, cauſed a Fiſbing - Ner to be 
daily ſpread over his Table at Meals; but as ſoon 
as he was choſen Pope, he commanded the Net to 
be taken away, giving this Reaſon for it, That the 
Fiſh was caught. You would now perſuade us, 
that you are monſtrouſly loving, and are ready to 
be one with all forts of Men; but by what you 
have been, and have done, we have cauſe to 
ſuſpect, that this is all deſign ; and that when-you 
have obtained your ends, you will be the firſt 
Men that will lay aſide this Notion, and moſt for- 
ward to perſecute any that maintain it. And 
therefore I wiſh, that you had diſtinguiſhed ſo 
4 roved ſo fully, that you might not 
have beer able to have gone from it. But it may 
be thought unreaſonable to require of a Man more 
than he is able to do; let us therefore try what it 

will amount to, which he hath done. | 
' (2.) Several Texts of Scripture he ſets down, 
which he ſaith are alledg d and mention d by ſome 
the Fathers. By this it appears, that they 
ght they had ground in Scripture for this Opi- 
nion, though you confidently ſay there is — 


* 


.( 159) 
proved from Scripture, which I am 
— S have done. To thoſe, ma- 
ny more might micht be added, but that is not my pee: 
ſent buſineſs, but rather to examine the ſtre 


of his Obje&ions them. And in the 
place he faith, If N 
which might be adde do not fpeak in parti 


Bthiſmaricks, but e ; Tn 
cators, Idolaters, . 5 of Fm: 
trary is plain ER ions of thier Op 
aniy level C cgninſt rl ere Sin: And there 
evell' s 
a T Text there, e ful 2 — E 
or in ence of it 
Cy, againſt it: [refer 6 to the T 
themſelves. But he was aware this Anſwer wou 
not do, and therefore of himſelf gives it : But 


adds, e Texts can — 4 — reach 
ſuch Schiſm, as is as danmi 22 . if all. Kate, pe of 
Murther or Adultery. But * if _ 1.3 

perly ſo called, be as a Sin as 


— or Adultery ? e 2 


. 3 
Adultery, but it condemns it as a grofs Sin; and 
leſs ſtrictly commands to avoid 0 | as 
the — But after all, the Queſtion will be, 
Whether the pre Scbiſe be not as groſs = Sin as 
Merther or Adultery? And if it be, then the Guilt 
will lie upon them who are the cauſe of it. Tam 
ſure it hath been the Mother of more Diſorders 
and Confuſions among us, of more Heart-burning, 
Hatred, Malice, Fury and Violence, than either 
vr both of thoſe Sins, thongh they are bad enough, 
1 505 —1 — no good Man will plead their Cauſe, 


ſe of Schiſm. But this ſhall be 
* Abende J 


(3.) As for the blind 8 Story of an unknown Mi- 
niſter, whoſe blind Zeal you deride, it is not worth 


notice. 


you, e , 
« Schiſm, that it lies at the door of their fier ra Op 


* will, by 2 ee gr; Ante 
to avoid them, (i. e. . 
rar ro wonſbip God h che os 


familiarit 
fay, we 
Four on; for man 
Four Party, have ſo learnt bi 

afiſe; and even of late ſo written 
in Print; and I believe 5 


. —— 


app 
ticular Caſe. They ought not to 
zi0n with thoſe, whom they 1 7 
Schiſmaticks : For tho' they think 
and be miſtaken in their Judgment, yet it 
be a Sin in them to act contrary to the Dictates 
of their Conſcience. Their Error hath entangled 
4 and I know no way they have to diſ- 
themſelves, but by ſuch an impartial 
— after Truth, as Y tie ther putz 
ments, and make them their Lell Was 
The Caſe of theſe Men is to be lamented ; 45 
were a moſt Charitable and Chriſtian Work to un- 


„ them. Opi of ; 
Againſt our Opinion of not 

wich Sch next tell us, That it is mai 

— gh Paſſages of ** Fathers, if not upon 

Bore, ar i Reafonings I have known 


a ( 161 ) 
ſome of your zealous Brethren, who have called 
all Reaſonings Carnal, which they could not an- 
ſwer. But I hope it is not the worſe for us, that 
we have the Fathers on our fide. In order to 
take off thoſe, we have all the old ſtuff over again : 
And from what hath been already ſaid, any one 
may be furniſhed with an anſwer to it; and there- 
fore I ſhall be ſhorter upon this Head. You cold- 
ly tell us, that 1 gy = by ſaid, That to wor- 

p God ſometimes with thoſe that are guilty of 
Schiſm, it contrary to the Rules and Practice of the 
Primitive Church, which ought ro be greatly erv d. 
And truly if there be the ſame Reaſons againſt 
Schiſm now as then, if their Rules and Practice 
were ſettled upon eternal Foundations, ſuch as are 

not only for the Support, but to continue 
the very Being ot the Church, then to deſtroy ſuch 
Rules and Practice looks very like a deſign to de- 
ſtroy the Church. You cannot deny, but that the 
Scripture as much condemns Schiſm now as then ; 
nor doth any thing bring in greater Troubles or 
Diſorders, nor is a greater Scandal to our holy 
eligion; and to communicate in Schiſm, is not 
the way to put an end to it, but to increaſe and 
propagate it, till it eat up the Church; which 
things, if you had ſeriouſly conſidered, you — 
have thought it ill became any one, who called 
himſelf a Chriſtian, to plead the Cauſe of Schilm, 
But ſince you have ſuftered your ſelf to be re- 
tained on that ſide, you ſhall be heard what you 
can fay for it. 8 5 

(5. It is with ſome Men a great piece of Arr, 
(though no great Argument of Sizcerity and Con- 
ſcience) by all colourable means to diſguiſe the 
matter in Controverſie; and: then to flouriſh with 
pretended Reaſonings, little or nothing to the pur- 
poſe; and fo weak Underſtandings are * 
a Wood, or le.” And of this 

; nature 
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nature i ming href. An th 


25 ha, FL: — 
3 Hut os al oc 

fances of 1b Church ' chang'd, did cha 
point then, (7.39) (p. 89.) To this anfiver 
fack — Church were of two Se 

as were made concerning - 

own nature for the of He- 
cency and or ſach as were made in de- 
Ment. Arne vita rh of necefſerymatters. Con- 
cerning Canons relating to indifferent things, ſach 
i the femper of —— the diverſity of Climutes, 
and the variety and Cuſtoms, that all 
things could not fit 2 pl. 2 — 
thing the ſame places 1 therefore theſe 
wers ſitited'to the Ciditiow of the Mr and On 
veniency of the Fleck; aud Church- Governors might 
add to, alter, or diſannul them, as they ſaw cauſe: 
But then they held in force, till otherwiſe ordered 
by a Church- Power, 1 be made void 
dy you -brain'd Fellow: Fer to ſmall pur 
pole ſhould they pt — a any iP with 


in the 
= REDS So that But the 
. — 2 


cannot diſannul the 
| 3 


a 65633 1 
as good in it felf, and will be ſo Mll, whets 


three cannot be had: * ity in ſuch Caſes 
a Difpenſation along it z hot can the Inten- 
tion of the Makers ef ſoch Canon be ſippoſed ed t 
Nr Ty: But then they can neither { far 
8 or make any other, That an 
al a Biſbop without Ordination, or that there 
ſhall be no ſuch thing as Ordination; for then the 
Church in a ſhort time would fail. But that we 
„ particular Caſe of bf 
Scbiſmatzicks : C read oc oy 
paragement to the Chriſtian Reon, 
b tea ein en Cann of Fork | 
to thoſe without, the Church took care, by 
own Honour and Satisfaction, their amendment, 
and the deterring of others, to keep ſuch Offenders 
under ſevere Diſcipline and Fee z. or if re- 
fractory, — cur: And ſcarce in any 
caſe was ſhe more watchful and careful, than in 
the matter of Schiſm. But then it ſo happened, 
that by reaſon of the Nuhber of Offenders, the 
* of the Times, or the various Circumſtances 
of Perſoxs, ſhe ſometimes 2 ht fit to E ſome- 
what of her Rigonr, and yield ſothewhat to Neceſ- 
fity ; and there w. was 2 relaxation of Penance; and 
ne * were 2 ſooner, "herds 
z lome eaſier, ſome upon 
terms. But Rill ſhe mage het ö a Schi 
matick might not come in at his pleaſure, mu 
leſs go in and out as he liſted. She never recon- 
ciled any Schiſmatick, but that he firſt renounced his 
fa gave ſome Teſtimony of his R IE and 
for Admittance : And the Difouer ela find 
15 thus, I doubt 2 but that t | 
with the Tees . 


=_ * than the 2 2 
oh 2 
dropping — — nothing 


( 164 ) 
the purpoſe : Becauſe how willing ſoever they 
were to receive returning Prodigals, yet it was ne- 
ver known, that they ever own'd any Schiſmatick, 
continuing in Sch ſn, to be of their Body, or would 
admit him to their Commeinion. This is what you 
ought to havg proved, but do not; but your own 
Inftances rather prove the contrary : And there- 
fore I think this mizht be a ſufficient Anſwer, not 
only to what you fay in General, but to all your 
particulars; though more notice ſhall be taken of 
them than they deſerve. 
(6.) As to the firſt of your Particulars, I am far 
from denying the Truth of what you lay ; but I 
wonder with what Confidence you could tell us 
ſo largely, and from ſo many gr. at Authors, with 
what ſeverity the Ancients uſed the Lai and the 
Schiſmatical, what Hardſhips and Tryals they im- 
poſed on them, by what leiſurely degrees they ad- 
mitted them, He how many Tears they exerciſed 
them before they would ole them to the boly 
Eucharift, unleſs they earneſtly defired it in arti- 
culo mortis; and even then, with a Caution to re- 
turn to their Penance, in caſe they recovered. But 
it is ſtill more wonderful, that you ſhould think 
all this ſufficiently anſwered, by ſaying, That an- 
cient Cuſtom, ordered an prafliſed by ſo many and 
eat Perſuns, is not obſerved by the Papiſts or us, 
Go. 91, 92.) For though I know you are beholden 
to the Papiſts for more than you are willing to 
own, yet I did not think you would have openly 
juſtified your Padlice by their Aurboriry : For if 
you intend it not for your Juſtification, to what 
| ſe is it here urged? Nay, ſo urged, as if 
their Pact ce were more imitable and warrantable, 
hn tht of he ck Cos hn 
t though the Senſe iſtianity is 
low, and Zeal fo cold, that eie Ties will not 
bear the ancient Diſcipline, yet your Popifti 4 


( 165 ) 
do you no ſervice in this matter: For if you are 
of that Communion, they will not ſuffer you to be 
of any ether. Indeed I not how far in their 
wicked Politicks they may proceed to diſpenſe 
with, or give licenſe to their Miſtnaries, to herd 
among Diſſentere, that they may fill their Heads 
with wild Notions, and work > But what- 
ever they do of this kind, they are not willing 
to own*it z though I ſee not how 
Conformity can cundemm it. If the Church of Eng- 
land have not this Diſcipline, it is well known 
who hinders it; and it is her Grief and Complaint, 
that ſhe wants it, as is to be ſeen in the Commina- 
tion or Service for Afſb-Wedneſday. Nor did the 
ancient Church it ſelf always ngorouſly obſerve 
thoſe ſteps ; but the Biſbop had a power to mitigate 
Penance, as he ſaw cauſe; fo order the Nicene 


Fathers, Sava m5 *Emioximrw x; rr Tt 
Tip; auTY E/ . e 5 1. e. The Biſbop 
may deal more gently with them; that is, according 
as they give greater or leſs Evidence of their Re- 
pentance: But you are for no Repentance at all 
in the caſe, but for a promiſcuous admitting all, 
which they utterly abhorr'd. 

O.) The Caſe of the Clergy furniſneth you with 
2 ſecond Inſtance, 'whith is leſs to the purpoſe 
than the other: Ir was (lay you) 4 general and 
known Rule, that Biſhops, Preſpyters, or Deacons, that 
were guilty of Schiſm, or bad lapſed into Idolatry, 
might not, when they repented, be reſtored 20 their 
former Dignity or Office, but be admitted only to 
Lay-Commumon. By the way, here take notice, 
that by has 7 4 2 yp 2 A 1 
was alſigned % as for 4. And it 
Idolatry be as great a Sin as either Mertber or Adul- 
tery (which I think will ſcarce bear a diſpute) then 
it will follow, that at leaſt in the Ju of 
«ge ancient Church Schiſes was thought to be as 
22 M 3 great 


(16605 
great a gin as either Aurtber or Adultery. But ta 
return to our buſineſs: Notwi this 
you ſay they did not always thus; but che Council 
C — Clergy in their Of- 
ice e they came to join with the Church : And 
tion, who upon their return into 
_ Balm dee Church, we continu'd in their 
2 aces aud Dignities, (contrary to 
2 9992) Tü T din 10 be ve. to be very man 

1 


t us far iuſtifyi For, accor 
nces were, che Church had and ha 
— to increaſe, leſſen, or quite change the Puniſh. 
nent; but ſhe could nor legitimate the Crime. She. 
aften condeſrended very and dealt — 
with Offenders, to recover — becauſe ſhe w 
ure Schiſpm upon no Terms whatſoever ; what 
etemitted in this caſe, was to put an end ta 
erp why _—_ And thus your In- 
es Ou, 
oo . "To make # uae with Aiber ow 
eig z We are t it was 
2 
ty * to prove e two at once, 
you inſtance in the Caſe of the Church of Antioch, 
and of the Dona i in Africa, (p. 93, 94. How 


hard weuld yen have been put to it, if there had 
been ng drregularities ? It i align the Cauſe is 


1 ee which hat 
- a but ll Precedents. 


power of Corruption, 2 Fe} et 
e but d thſs 


"ny 
the Ravage and Sacrilege committed here, 
chiefly done by Men of that Perſuaſion. . 
affirmative — do not direct what 
be Practice, I know not what they are 
or of what force they can be ſaid to be. I 


.xence to ſay; y 

broken, — * they ought to be ſo always. 
this rate you will make the Laws of God as inſig- 

. nificant as the Laws of Plato s Common-wealth. 
For whereas God pleads thus with his upgrateful 
People, Will a Man rob God? Tet be bath l robbed 


me; But ye ſay, Yay - Nr iv 
2 


this as ſerviceable to Schiſin as may be, you add 
So tho many Canons bave been againſt Communica- 


ng with Perſon 640 of Schiſm, yet tis like they 
* been generally obſerved. But whether 
they were obſcrved or not, do not the Canons 
inform us the Senſe and Judgment of the 
Church? And if ſome Men had not obſerved 
them, for which in this particular you haye only 
& groundleſs gueſs, wits. their ſault ? Or if 
they were ſometimes brokey, doth it thence fol- 
low, that they muſt never be let? If a Law be 
violated, inſtead of correcting and amending 
Fault, 1 — we lay aſide the Law? CORY 


Vers — ers and 
by e. 3 — befor 
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ba fulfill d the dus timg of Penance, or had 

fron of Hand by che 3 95756.) — 
this make any tion and coun 
tenancing of Schiſm ——— ew ve 


n did ſometimes ſo pre- 


on of the ors, that 
they ey H unfoaſonaty and irregularly pacem 


to the Lai, which was thought to cualifie them 
for the Euchariſt ; of which St. Cyprian very juſtly 
complains. But to what end was this? It was to 
take them into the Church, not to keep them out: 
It was to prevent impatient Men from de- 
'  ſperate Conrſes, and keep up one Communion. 
would never have k ch a buſtle and ftir to 
be reconciled to the Church, and never be at qua 


till they obtained it, if they bad had but half fo 


good an opinion of Schiſm as our Author, and 
— — bean Be In ies but this 
they ih — they thought there was no ſafery 


(1) Haters os 5 Sy nm 
W not e m; 
great Perſons he hath mentioned, which have de- 
clared againſt Schiſm, all whom he anſwers with 
accuſing them as guilty of a fault; as if his bare 
Word were of more authority than all the Sayings 
and Reaſonings of the Farbers : But if any 
in Antiquity look in the leaſt towards his 
he bath ſtumbled upon it now : The Or:bodox (faith 
he, p. 96.) beld C:mmunion with the Novatians in 
the Perſecution under Conſtantius, &c. But this 
Twig will not ſave you: For here ſeveral 
ought to be well conſidered. 18, That all the 
or places of Prayer, were taken away 
from the Orthodox, (vid. So, bb, 4. cap. 20.) And 


ſeeing both Parties were found in the Faith, and 
COncern- 


the main difference between them 
ins the Reconciliation, of Fenirexts, 


did not 
affect 


I 


111 


— 

t any 10 be committed, 
for which a Precedent may not be found; and yet 
this is the Plez made tor Schifm.. . o L335 4 


- (22.3: The next Inſtance i worſe than this, i 
the Conſequence: he draws thence be of -a1 
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niterly to abandon and no more to com- 
municate with them: And what more could they 
do? For as to us, de non exiftentibus & nom . 

4 


rentibus eadem eft ratio , we cannot judge 
thing but as it appears; and as ſoon as a certain 
diſcovery was made, they took this courſe. 80 
that if this Inftance prove any thing, it is ſo far 
from encouraging Schiſm, that it proves we ought 
by no means to communicate with known Hereticks 
and Schiſmaticks. 

(13.) Had I not ſeen it, I ſhould never have 
thought, that it would have been made an Argu- 
ment for Schiſm, that Sr. Ambroſe in bis Funeral 
Oration for bis Brother Satyrus, other things, 
praiſes him, that when be was in Africk, where there 
was 4 Church of the Luciferians, be would not com- 
municate with them, (p. 97.) For the commenda- 
tion of a Man, for not communicating with Schbiſ- 
maticks, ſeems to be a very odd Juſtification of 
Schiſm. But ſee what a i Chymiſt can 
do, even extract moiſture out of a Flint. For this 
he tells us was 4 fien that communicated with 
them, at. leaſt occafionally, ole it bad not been a 


matter of ſuch commendation as Ambroſe makes it. 


And it might as well be a ſign, that none did 
communicate with them, but thoſe of their own 
Perſuaſion : For you can bring no Inſtance to 
prove your Sign. The Caſe of the Luciferians and 
our D:ſſenters is very different, and there might 
be great reaſon for them to court the Communion 
of Satyrus; and from thence was his Conimenda- 
tion the greater, that he refuſed it. But if any 
other did communicate with them, it was their 
crime; or elſe Satyrus and St. Ambroſe were both 
out in this very caſe. But as for your communica- 
ting occafionally, in the ſenſe it is taken in our days, 
it was ſo univerſally deteſted by the Ancients, that 
the very Schijmazick; of thoſe times would not en- 
dure it. (% The 


( 173) | 
(14.) The Inſtances of Paulinus, St. Chryſoftomi Sec. 
have 4 conſidered; and when the moſt 
is made of them that can be, they are ſo very wide 
from the caſe of our Diſſenters, that they can do 
them no ſervice; and therefore it is needleſs to 
purſue them farther. Aud for the ſame reaſon 1 
am not much concerned, whether Baronius or Hody 
were in the right in the matter of ws and 
Photius. For the Queſtion was, Which was their 
true Biſbop;, and upon that ſcore, which was the 

right Communion ? And if you and Mr. Hody will 
ſay, that their Followers communicated toge- 
ther, which Baronius denies; you ought to ſhew 
us, how in any Propriety of Speech in this caſe 
they could be {aid to be Followers of either, when 
they refuſed the Communion of neither. If you 
ſay, that they communicated together, when the 
breach was made up, it is nothing to the | 
After this long detaal, 


ou would make us e, 
that you have ſtill a farther Stock in ſtore: Ve 


lade (ſay you, p. 98.) ſome Inſtances of drvers, and 
among them of the Biſbops of Rome, have beld 
Communion with thoſe that were guilt 217 Schiſm : 
But this Reſerve you keep to your ſe ; and till 
you ſet down the Perſons and Facts, it may paſs 
tor a Vapour, and it cannot be expected we — 
* * any N to it. In — 4 time, I muſt 
tell you, that it is no ve a loyment 
to ranſack Ss Ms of & 2 
out the faults of Men, or to make fadlts, 
which were none. But it is ſtill worſe to e 
them for Imitation, that the M:ſcarriages of 
may become the ftanding Rule of Praftice, and ſub- 
vert all Law and Order: And this is plainly the 
deſign of Book. We are like to have * 
Times, Men ire the Title of the only 


Saints, by promoti utmoſt » 
wh — of fore Inſtances be- 
mg 


(15.) His tedious 


— may be changed into the quite con- 
„ z. a Commuention with Schifaaricks 
whicks is ſo dangerous and horrid drm 
— — the root of Religion. It is true, things 
— — nature have and may be chan . 
the d 1 of Chnrch-Governors : 
— ——— of that mi 
ture; and if the — for nt 85 with 
— rice be perpetual, and the alſtaining from 
fan Communion be meceſſary, for the r 
nit only of the Goverment, but the Faith of 
Church; then, though fome other things 
—— be changed, yet this may not. And 
— part, I cannot ſee how the Faitb can 
be feud, if if Communiu with Schiſmaticks be al. 
lowind For there are few Schbiſmaricks, but that 
thoy' ae: either Herericks in the or 
become fo; and therefore to 2 pro» 
Communion with them, is the ready way 
to the Fatrh, and in time to Joſe it. And 
Idonbr not, bee that if any had maintained the 
Iwfulncf of Communior: with Schiſmaticks, as 4 
Nutb in the primitive Times, thoſe holy 
g would have condemm d it as rank Hereje, 
and delivered the Perſon unto 3 bat they 


f learn to blaſpheme. 
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true Paſtor © Do you allow 


rns, 
vuur Cauſe, what their Power was otherwiſe > 
will 73 their —9 as to ſub· 
to their determination, the ve given the 
Cauſe againſt you. Theſe ſtiff Primitive Biſhops 


Wolf; or by a worſe Metamorphoſis than that of 
the German Were-wolf, turns eee ; will this 
either make the Tares Wheat, or the Wolf a 
the Biſbaps their due 

low all Men their 


Power, and we are ready to 


Juſt Liberty; but you muſt ſearch for new Prece- 


dents, if you continue ſtill in the ſame Mind; for 
the great Liberties you talk of in Cyprian's Age, 
are tar from juſtifying the Licentionſneſs of theſe 
times. g os; BA <1 | "rx | 

(17.) It ought not to be concealed, that this 
Author hath ſomewhat a tarther and deeper reach, 
which he diſcovers obſcurely. For from the Power 
of the primitive Biſbops he obliquely infers an equal 
Power in the Diſſenters ; though even that would 
not juſtifie thein in Schiſiu, it it were tre; and 
yet nathing is more falſe. Two things he denies, 
in order to introduce this: There were (faith he) 
then no Civil Laws for ordering the Church. Doubt- 
lefs he thought this would paſs for a wonderful 
Diſcovery ; The then Cuil — for the De- 
ftrution of the Church, not for the Vell ordering it. 
For the Empire was then Heathan. But if Hes- 
tben Emperors and Kings made Laws to 2 
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ot Cri 
make Love for i — wh 
the Empire became 3 
if our Author 4 to look into the Thevdghes 


ths Kind, if too —— * - 


of Forms or Ceremoniet, 10 Su- 
— onjopets, or Penalties annex d. And this 
RL 

Ito a ? en they ymns, 
did they ſing ex —— ? What means their 
— at Prayers from Eafter to M hirſuntide ? 
or the Co in vim, u, and the Baptiſmal Vow, the 
ſame in effe& which our Church uſeth at this day ? 
All __ 2 — 1; and 
more t ed criptiomt, 
what —— think of the Councils * When Mat- 
ters were determined by them, did they leave it 
at liberty, whether thoſe Determinations ſhould 
be ſubſcribed to or not? LT 

criptions Were rigorouſly v 

nd = os 2 2 


lties, can you find none in the 
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gratific 
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he 


z I cannot forbear to de- 


that- 


given up to 
reſalved. ta 


he is either 
eve a Lye, or is 


„ Arran e 


bave made ſuch a ſearch into 
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him to write what 


7 to ſay this 
| £0 
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4 


4. © | 
gratifie his Faction with the proſtitution of his 


tended over a vaſt Tract of Land, as far as the 
Are Philenoum, in which were many Creees, be- 
ſides Villages ; and the extent of Droceſſes — 2 
nally following the Croil Divifion, it is likely hi 


ly 
Juri ſclictiam extended as far as the Furiſdifion of 
the Ciry - But then conſider him as an Archbiſbop, 
and his Care was ſtill greater, and his A t 
went farther. For this account he gives himſelf: 
Latius fuſa eſt Provincia noſtra, habet enim Nu- 
midiam, & Manritanias duas ſibi cohærentes, (Ep. 
45. Cornelio Ed. Pam.) 1. e. My Province is very 
large, for it hath Numidia, aud loth the Maurita- 
nia i joyn d to it. If he had told us, that England, 
Scur land and Ireland, made up the Congregation of 
_ Parſon or mp al 24-4. heres no 
3 People aps t have d at 
him, but no . have believ'd him; and 
yet with as much Reaſon and Truth might he have 
ſaid this, as to tell us, that St. Cyprian was the Aſi- 
nifter only of a forple Congregation : But I ſhall 
proſecute this here no farther. And indeed I did 
e Dr. Maurice s Anſwer to Clarkſon had ſilenced 
this diſpute: But I find ſome Men will never be 
anſwered. | |; 
(18.) I was amazed to ſee him cite St. Cyprian 
accuſing Novatiaen of ſetting up 2 Humane or World- 
ly Church, and farther illuſtrating it from Nigal- 
tus, and the Oxford Nozes : The whole were worth 
reciting, did I not avoid tediouſneſs. For it falls 
heavy on the whole Body - the Diſſenters, W 
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this have outdone Novatian, and by uſurping a 
Power they have not, make the Church a Humane 
Thing, and adminifler not Sacraments, but Sacri- 

z to prevent which the Biſhop had juſtly 
blamed thoſe Politicians, who draw all things to 
the Cuil Magiſtrate, and think it belongs to him to 
conſtitute or alter the Government of the Church as 
be pleaſeth. For at this rate, the Inftiturion of 
Chrift muſt give way to the Diſpofirion of the Cruil 
Covernment, whenever it hall, for any wicked or 
worldly ends, think fit; and ſo may be either 
continued, changed, or rooted out at pleaſure. 
And if this Power be in the Cyvil Magiſtrate, the 
Conſcience of the Subject muſt follow it, if there 
be any Conſcience in Religion: And thus it may 
be ht to paſs, that according to this Reaſon- 
ing, a Man may think himfelf bound in Conſcience - 
to caſt off the Chriſtian Religion. His anfwer to 
this is, after his ufual ſhuffling way, thus: 
Politicians (if there be any) who think they may 
alter ſuch Biſhops, or Government I the Charch, as 
Chrift our Lord and Lawgriver hath inftitute4 and 
appointed, are juſtly and greatly to be cenſur d and 
comemm d, (p. 103.) Why ſhould you make it 2 
queſtion, V lerber there be any? When you know 
it is done in Scotland, and you your felf are now 
paving the way, that it may be done here: For 
the myſtery of your Anſwer lies in the Phraſe 
ſuch Biſbops; and unleſs we know what you mean 
by them, we ſhall take our aim amiſs. For by 
this we are to underſtand, that there are ſome 
Biſbopt, which his Politicians may alter; but there 
ate ſuch Biſhops, which they may not. Now it is 

the utter rum of his Cauſe to make any other 
Biſhops unalterable, than his newFaſbion'd Congre- 
ational Biſhops. And then let every Fack Preſbyter 
be a Biſbop, and a Throne ſet up in every Pariſh, 
and then the Government ſhall be jure divino, and 
unalterable : 


( 181) 
analterable : But as for thoſe Biſbops, who follow 


the Primitive Pattern, and have received their Au- 
thority by a Succeſſion from the Apoſtles Times, if it 
be not convenient at preſent to call them Babylo- 
iſh and Antichriſtian, yet they are alterable at 
his Politician's Pleaſure; and no doubt muſt be 
altered, when this pert, inſolent, unalterable Biſbup 
ſhall require it. Open your Eyes now, Gentle- 
men, and tell me, whether Deſign of this 
mighty Cry of Moderation be not to cover them, 
while they undermine and extirpate Epiſcopacy : 
And though they pretend at preſent, that they 
can occaſunally communicate with it, yet they in- 
tend not long to have any occaſion for it. As for 
what he ſaith, That Princes and Parliaments may 
remove or alter ſuch things as are only of 4 pruden- 
rial and humane Conſtitution, I am little concerned: 
For I ſhall never quarrel with my Supenors about 
things indifferent. But ſeeing a Man vill not 


build a Houſe without the advice of a 
nor 


, 
a Suit without the advice of a Counſellor, 
I think it very reaſonable in Church Affairs to take 
in N Dee _ if no Man 
is to iſed in his proper Employment, cer- 
tainly — 2 thoſe, Low. — Conduct and 
Cure of our Souls: The Reputation of Religion it 
ſelf muſt run low, when Miniſters of it are 
contemptible. 
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CHAP, VII. 


That or they 0 better ro explain their Muaning 
e Oceana Conformity, H. 1. His Ex- 
plates b aves it more - 4 dark, 2. 
critixal A 
maintained by CY diſcharge 
Occaſional — 2 . much leſr 
ns it not finful ot Their Atoms no 
ule to _ 2 8 5. Want = Opportunity, or 
e, Preacher, no warr. ant to join in 
rak hep Communion, 6. The Objeflions 
form and good againſt him, 7, 8. 
Fs Baxter : Example conſidered, 9. That the 
Reaſon he urgerb, and Examples be brings, do mot 
reach or affect the Caſe, 10. His Anſwer ro the 
Objeftion weak, but his Diſcovery plain, 11. 
None of the beſt Council groen, but refufed | 
worſe, which yet will not ſupport Occafional C 
formity, 12. His Reaſons to induce others to it 
frivolous, 13,14. His Examples as bad, 1, 16. 
His idle Pretences and Project for ſtrengthening 
tbe Church, 17, 18. 4 


cry of Popery, 19. 


(1) Come now to his laſt effort, which he lays 
down thus: 

To worſhip God ſometimes with thoſe, with whom 
we do not always, is oft a Duty, and a ſpecial 
means 10 prevent, remove, or greatly to leſſen the 
Sin of Schiſm, and to promote that which is ſo de- 
firable, Catbolick Communion, (P. 104.) 

This, you ſay, ſeems to ſhine in its own lr. 
And ſo doth a Houſe ſet on ſire, when it haſtens 
full ſpecd to its utter ruin: God preſerve us from 
ſuch ſhining Lights. This (you ſay) bath been uſu- 
ally call d Occaſional Conf 


ormity. But before I can 


Fn: 
i f 1 : 

Ty L 131 Z FE £ 2 

e e 

Ha it 1115 1 I Ar 


ES == 
nd ic bo ans 


Fa it : ont ths 
Id ng = — 


Iy done; for gw r any other term, 
Ca confident Sls Here have — as word pre- 
tence to ſpeak againſt it: But ſince will a 
clearly explain your ſelf, we muſt follow yon 
the way you are pleaſed to go. penny» „ the 
word —— we 5 to — gel — 

G 1 with ſome, tho we 
824 with others. is ſuch an — 
AS GE ao tl to know your Meaning 
than we were before. For Men may worſhip God 
ſometimes with ſome, though they = wor- 


855 — LES ITS 

ame, Aut the ſame, => 
and in the ſame 
— poflible ſor Men in diſtant places to be. 
And therefore 3 your wo. ſbipping 4 God ſometimes 
with ſome, tho you uſually wo: ow od with others, 
muſt be bo at wt your occafionally worſhipping 
God with ſome, tho' you uſually worſhip God with 
others, ho are af an oppoſite Communion to 
them: And then, whether they do it . 
, or through Heeres of Nincpis 


r — 0 


Hypocritical Practice, * for ſome 


will not cloſe with you? For what is it that 
_ blacken Tackers, and all that ſpeak or write in be- 


niſie and animate one Party in the Houle of Lords 
againſt the other, and againſt the Houſe of C- 


ctice is alwa 
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ſame Objection returns. For as they may uſe 
their Occafional , no Man livi 
e- ce 3 84 


(3.) This Occafional CE it on 


by Herr of Gar, 

trouble, or get ſome advange by of Cy — 
Truſt, or Profit, or the like, you acknowledge edge to 
be a borrible Sin. But do not make your Ad- 
vantage of this Hypocrifie and borrible Sin ? Is not 
the — reſertly / ſanctiſted, if the Perſon be on 
hat is it you roar and rail tor? What 
1s It you —_— and ſcribble for, and ſet up Obſer- 
vators and Reviewers, to beſpatter all Men that 


ſlice Eſtates into Morſels to multiply Votes, — 


half of the Bill? For what is it that 


mon? Search to che bottom, and lay the Sore 
_— that all this-buftle and 

is to encourage and ſupport that Hypocrifie which 
— — For there is none of you 
would ſpend his Breath, much leſs his in 
defence of Occafional ty, 1 
_ he or his Party have got, and hope 
by it. ob aging nn 

the advantagious uſe that may be 
this CR we cannot but think you 
to it. In the mean time, I do not ſay 


1 


10 


5 
7 


hypocritical; for it ma 
from Lightnek, Wantonneſs, fr may 7 


neſs of Principle; 1 


15 


—— yet, for an 2322 
there ma 3 

Gegen Gffenk, 
| 2 a Place, or perhaps 
-hath no Place; yet who can tell what he a 
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then, when he enters upon 
2 te? Set the 
vou and it will be liable 
— and therefore not well 
t with Chriſtian Siucerity. 
( I have before granted, and Ithink all Men 
will grant it, that Men may be fo debauched in 
= 2 ery » > 
which are not. I ſuppoſe you are not ignorant 
the Story of the Robber, who always before he 
took horſe ſolemnly went to Prayers, 


z Le. Robbing on rbe High-w And J fear, 
7 N and 
prove in its effects a far more miſ- 


* N Fo cmoew 
e is very 1 i For can yuu 
— yer Sutpenry 


1228 Hypocrits, 
no Window 


Al's Heart, but proved it from their Actions, 
can prove, that a Man cannot be known 
Hypocrite, unleſs we can fee into his Heart, 
you itt rite > dence tion for all Men tn 
turn H _ ine be not other- 
wiſe di . 


? Aud may he not do this to avoid the 


of God to prefer ben 5s che , of tov 
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725 Lord 
Saviour him 
ther than he . 1.) And & 
when Adverſary, in- 
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think, of all Men living, I ſhould 
among Scbiſmaric s. * 
G.) But not content with this, our Author ſtil] 
makes a farther advance, and tells us, That zi 
worſbep with whom we da 
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worſbip God with the Conformiſls at any time. And 
this 4110 is brought to prove Occafionel 

not only lawful, but a duty. But that you = _ 
ſee that he is afraid of no Contradictions, and 
eaſily reconcile them, ; be fnter ell you (6110) 
That ſome Pre/ſbyterians think they are bound 
ways to do that in the Worſbip of God which is beſt; 
and there cannot be two Beſts : Therefore ſince they 
judge their own way to be beſt, 5 


in it, and never to join with 
with the Church by tow 24.2 or any 
Some weak be ma that 14 * rome 
any thing, it 1s m proving Occafiona 
— a duty, that it proves it unlawful. But you 
ſhall ſee how he will preſently convince you of 
your miſtake : For ſaith he, The Preſbyrerians 
— themſelves bound to 1 agar with the 
Conformiſts, they j own way better 
than 2 3 an — 9 in 7 Sometimes, they | 
do that which is beft. But at this rate, wall there 
not be two Beſts, and one of them berter than 
beft ? But it matters not for that, fo long as, whe- 
ther they approve or condemn Occafional or- 
mity, it makes it not only lawſul but a duty : 
Who can ſtand a_ | ſuch Reaſoning? 
doth he think of other Men? Doth he look 
on them all as Fools, that will ſwallow an 
thing? Or what doth he think of himſelf? Doch 
magine himſelf arriv d to that Authority and 


he i 
Perfection, that his 57ſe drxir muſt paſs with all 


any others, neither 
others. 


Men? But let ham think what he will of him- 


ſelf, 1 am afraid that others will think, that a 
Man, who argues at this rate, either dates or is 
craz'd, I muſt therefore deſire him to apply him- 
— to that flubbor: ſort of his diſſenting | 4 wand 
try firſt, whether he can perſuade them to al- 
— Occafonal Conformity to be lawfal, becauſe 
ſap judge it wnlawſul, . he impoſe it _ 


4 
us: For otherwiſe we are never like to have 
any Peace upon theſe Terms, as bad as they 


are. 

((.) Ro ————— of this 

of Arguing, I need not trouble my ZE with every 
little trifling matter, wherewith he labours in vain 
to ſupport it; only I ſhall take notice of one thing, 
I find it too taking with many Perſons: 
Many (faith he) oft have nor opportunity 10 join 
with thofe of their own way, and therefore go to the 
peblick. It ſeems then, that if there were none 
of their own way, the Publick would be lawful 
enough always : What pity 1s it they ever came 
among us| But, Sir, you had beſt have a care 
How yon after this faſhion. And I muſt 
deſire you to conſider, whether if you were in 2 
Popriſb Country this would not lead to Maſs? 
For if the want of your own way be the reaſon 
of your ſo doing, it is as good a reaſon for the one 
as the other. You ought therefore firſt to conſider 
the Lawfulneſs of what you do: For you had bet- 
ter do nothing, than do ill. He adds farther, 
| There are Biſbops and orhers, who are worthy 
Perſons, and Preach excellently, and Difſenters 
20 to hear them. This is an enfiiaring, but a weak 
and infufficient Plea. I am far from being an 
Enemy to wholeſome Preaching ; it often excites 
to Goodneſs, and awakens the Sinner, and hath 
many advantages. But ſtill there is a great dif- 
ference between hearing a Sermon, and communica- 
ring in the Prayers and at the Sacrament In this our 
Conſent is all along required; in the other we are 
Judges, and may imitate the Bereans, and ſearch 
and try whether thoſe things be ſo. Beſides, the 
Oylineſs of a Man's Words is no good Reaſon. to 
be his Followers in Religion; a Jeſuit may preach 
as takingly as Mr. Shore or Mr. Bungee 3 and I am 
afraid ſome of that equivocating Tnbe too. often 
| 1 


| ( 191 ) 
in diſguiſe hold forth in forme iont of the 
Difſenters ; nay, a Jem, a Turk, or an Heathen may 
diſcourſe as bewitchingly as either Difſenters or 
Conformiſts : Nor have I yet heard of any of them, 
who durft pretend to outdo Der:ftbenes or Tully 
for the ralking part. It is not therefore the Parte, 
the ing, or the Queintneſs of the Sermoxizer, 


which can 1 ing his 
Communion : For words, which were ſweet 
as Honey in the Mouth, may be bitter as Gall in 
the Belly ; and the ſmoother the Preacher, the 
greater the danger, unleſs the Communzion be ſound, 
That therefore muſt be firſt taken care of; and 
then Iſhould be glad to hear Truth and Goodneſs 
Gly remanded. Bur if pos give fill lege 
| you give 
> ow itching Ears, without _— 
true Communion, you are in a far more likely 
WWW 
(7.) I paſs now from his own Plea, to ſuch Ob- 
jections as he ſaith others make againſt Occafional 
Conformity, and the Anſwers he gives to them. 
And firſt he tells us it is ſaid, that this ſbews they 
are a Inkewarm People, neither bot nor cold; that 
they halt between- two Opinions, between God and 
Baal, (p. 111.) Here is a double Charge: 1, Of 
want of due Zeal for the Cauſe of Righteouſneſs. 
24ly, Of Indifferency, or an inclination ly 
GR, hn wget ibn bes amy 
in there 1s 10 Principle but ma 
be abuſed. It may be ſo; but this Principle is 
far from being good, that it is in its oun nature 
an and Men to all lorſen6 and un- 
fteadinefs of Puffer. For how can he be 
to be concern'd for the Truth of Communion, who 
by turns can be of any ? But in particular, as to 
Lukewarmneſs. it ſelf, he cannot ſpeak much in 


_ 
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its praiſe; and thoſe who go ro the Publick aur 
profaneneſs and worldlineſs, he ſaith, do very : 
And if they went to a D:ſſenter's Meering, would it 
not be the ſame? Or would you not be rather wil- 
ling to connive a little in that caſe? But he be- 
comes the Compurgator of his Diſſenters from any 
ſuch Crime: For he tells us, That they have 4 Zeal 
for God, but it is according to knowledge. But 
> 3 
put him u proof of it? When are ac- 
cuſed 222 it is not enough to tell us 
* nog er rms unleſs you prove it. But 
our Author is above proving things, it is enough 
for him to ſay it; and perhaps it were unreaſon- 
able to require more of him. For Lukewarnmeſs 
had been proved againſt them. by ſeveral; and it 
1s ſomewhat an unreaſonable talk to put a Man 
upon proving, that Lukewarmneſs is Zeal ; and 
that — . and little concern d as to 
the dze of Truth, is acting according to know- 


The ſecond part of the Charge 
2 between God aud Baal, he diſproves al 


after the ſame manner, by giving us his word for 
it, That bey do not look on going to the Church, as 
a going to worſbip Ball. Is this indeed true? Wh 
then do call the Church - Miniſters Baal's 
Priefts ? they may call us what they will, I 
may be ſorry for their Phrenſie, but ſhall never 
think the worſe of Truth for their ill opinion of 
it. And to ſhut up this point, ſhall plainly 
with them: We never thought that the Diſſenter: 
Woſbip was a direct worſpipping of Baal; but this 
we ſay, that Schiſmatical 2 is a Sinſul Vor- 
ſhip, and ſuch as God doth not accept; then 
L 7 _—_ For my part in 
ſuch caſe I know not how to excuſe it from bei 
doing the Devil ſervice. But Mr. Dodwell ha 
fully handled this Argument, in his late Treatiſe 


Wes 1: 

againſt Occafional Conformity, wherein he hath pro- 
ved yon Schi icks, and then proved Schiſma- 
ber Poncho rr 

Scripture 


your 
you cannot as fully and clearly anſwer 
guments, it ought to terrifie you, and 


— 


mine how well 
not overthrow it, it 


that there is a preparation of 
Man, according as Latereſh or Dan- 
n Since there- 
I to act contra- 


| hen 

conſiders , what ee jence hath upon. 

ers, and how. far the Publick ſhall take notice 
For if another Man's erroneous Conſcience 

e him in Sin, it doth not reach me; for if 
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Indeed where an Erroneous Conſcience meets witli 
24 Meek and Chriſtian Temper, I think it onght 
fo be treated with all tenderneſs. For where 
there is a real diſpofition to Goodneſs, Men will 
be eaſily reclaimable from Ertor, when due pains 
are taken with them. But let a Man's Conſcience 
be what it will, he ma __ it to himſelf, no 
body can take it from But it alone ought 
not fo be made a Plea for r onblick Practice. For 
if yon admit that as ſufficient, no Society can 
have any ſecurity or command of their Members: 
Indeed it were the ready way to diſſolve all So- 
eiety. For every Leveller, who would be ſeizi 
and difpoſing other Men's Goods, would plea 
Conſcience. All thoſe Sins, which flow from Ma- 
hce, Hatred, or Revenge, in their Juſtification 
would cry out Conſcience. Nay, I queſtion, whe- 
ther there can be a Sin named which would not 
retain Conſcience for its Advocate, if that would 
bring it off. But beſides all this, though great 
regard is to be had to Conſcience, yet when Men 
make Conſcience the Plen for het open Praftice, 
we cannot tell whether they ſpeak Truth or not. 
For Conſcience is to themſelves, nd we cannot ſee 
into them ; and therefore when Men plead Con- 
ſcience for zh Practices, though it cannot be plainly 
— yet it may be ſbrewdly ſuſpetted, that the 
etence 1s ritical. In this cafe therefore not 
2 t the Grounds and 7 — * — 
guide Conſcience, are to be produced; and i 
will ſtand the tryal, your — will be — 
if not, ought to be caſt in your Suit. 5 
(9.0 ſhall therefore now conſider thoſs Rea- 
ſons on which he ſeems to found his Plea of Con- 
ſcience ; and the firſt is Mr. Bæviers Example 
_ Opinion. Mr. Baxter was a Man who — 
2 A and buſtle in the World; but he 
* much. Fail, and too tirtle Ballaſt : 
O 2 Ne 
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Nor perhaps can you match him with another 
Man in his tune, that was ſo unſteady either in 
Opinion or Practice; ſo wavering in Opinion, that 
you may find him both Arminian and Predeſtinarian 
in the ſame Sheet, (ſee his Body of Divinity; and 
as for his Praftice, it was always ſuited to the In- 
tereſt of his Party; if that was ſtrong, he was 
zealous agamſt the Church; but it their Intereſt 
was weak and ſmking, then he courted the Church, 
and made his approaches accordingly. Now is 
this an Example fit to guide all Mankind? Or is 


it polſible for any Society to frame a ſerrled Go- 


vernment from ſuch an unſettled Pattern? His 
Opinion in this particular caſe you tell from what 
he _— Years ago ſaid, That he would chuſe 
conſtantly ro join with ſuch a Church as be thought 
myſt according to Chrift's mind, and ſometimes with 
the Epiſcopal, ſonzetimes with the Congregational, 
and ſometimes with the ſober Anabaptiſts, if 11 
world permit him, (p. 113.) How can he 

his Communion in any particular Church conſtant, 


while he ts by turns running through all theſe 
ſeveral rin Moree , and perhaps through the 


aße, 4 — 2 for the ſame r ' 2 
are the Epiſcopal, the Congregationat, and his 

uaba * kn of them woſt according to Chriſt's 
mind are they then ſingly moſt according to 
Chrifts mind, according as he is diſpoſed to join 
in their Communion? Or ſeeing he makes the 
reaſon of his Communion to be, that he thinks 
the Church to be moſt according to Chriſt's mind, 
may he at pleaſure leave that Church, which he 
thinks to be moſt according to Chrift s mind, to 
communicate in that Church which he verily 
believes to be nor moſt according to Chrijt s mind? 
What ſtuff, what giddy-brain'd Dosirine is this] 
And yet our Author hath the Confidei ce to tell 
us, That this ſome judge @ 1i;hr aud nuble how” 
4 cle, 


RR  —, 

ciple, a commendable Practice, and fit to deſtroy 
damning Schiſm. I do not know but it may; but 
then it will d * frft, by diſcharging 
Men from all Senſe or Conſcience of their ways 
ſo that this would be a Remedy like ſetting a 
Man's Houſe on fire to kill the Buꝑgx. 

(10.) His next Reaſon is more plauſible, though 
of as little force. I can eaſily grant him, That we 
would be loth to do that always, which we might 
do, ani hate dime ſometimes. I may blow up, or 
fufter my Houſe to be blown up, when no other 
way is likely to put a ſtop to a raging Fire : But 

I may not blow it up, when I litt. But then I 
would ask you, whether, when you may have 
wholſome Meat enough, you would leave it to 
forge ſelf with unmbolſome? Or, whether 
( for theſe are your Inſtances) when you may 
dwell in a convenient Houſe, you would leave it 
to run from one inconvenient Houſe to another? 
If you would ſtick to your who!ſeme Food, and 
chuſe to dwell in your comventent Houſe, why 
ſhould you not as well ſtick to your wholſome 
Communion ? And thus your own Inſtances make 
your Occafimal Conformity unreaſonable, at leaſt 
when you can enjoy a Commumon, which you 
approve. But you have not ſtated the Caſe fairly 
in ſaying it to be alledg'd, That what we may d. 
ſometimes, we may and ought to do always. Cer- 
tainly never was any Man ſo mad, as to aſſert it 
in this Latitude, or to think, that what may be 
done ſometimes in particular Exigencics, or in 
civil Affairs, or in ſome Caſes of Religion, may 

be done always, I may eat and drink ſometi 
but I may not make it the whole Buſineſs of my 
Life, and do nothing elſe but eat and drink; if 
any Man ſhould do fb, whatever elſe might be 
his Crime, without doubt he would be ſhort- liv'd. 
To pray frequently is a Chriftian Duty, and yet 
cn O 3 chere 


* 


6198) | 
there were thoſe, who were juſtly condema'd for 
Hereticks, becauſe they thought * — bound 
to ſpend their whole time in Prayer to the neg- 
lect of other Chriſtian Duties. The matter there+ 
fore, as it is before us, ought to be reſtrained to 
Chriſtian Communion, and to the conſtant and 
ſtated parts of it : And then the Queſtion will be, 
whether that Communion, which 1s acknowledg- 
ed to be ſo lawful, that you can lawfully joyn in 
it, doth not require you to ſtick to it, and con- 
ſtantly to joyn in it, as you have Opportunity, 
and lawful Authority requires? Now ſeeing Chri- 
ſt ian Communion is a neceſſary Duty, and you ac- 
knowledge the Church Communion fo lawful, 
that you can joyn in it, it muſt follow, that you 
are obliged to ſuch conſtant Communion there, 
unleſs you can avoid it one of theſe two ways. 
1/7, That this Communion, which is lawful at 
ome times, is not ſo at others; That that which 
is ſound and wholſome Food ſometimes, is rotten 
and ſtinking, and unwholſome Food at others, 
But it will be hard to prove this againſt it, be- 
cauſe it is ahvays the ſame ; though ſuppoſe the 
beſt of your Communion, perhaps this might be 
proved againſt it; becauſe it is ſo variable and 
uncertain, that even in the very Matter and Sub- 
ſtance of it, it may be faulty at one time, though 
defenſible at another. The other way 1s to prove, 
that oppoſite Communions are lawful : But this is 
not only repugnant to, and inconſiſtent with that 
Peace and Union, which is every where recom - 
mended and commanded in Holy Scripture ; but 
was unanimonſly condemn'd in all the purer 
Ages of the Church; and would be an Inlet to, 
and Juſtification of eternal Diſorders and Confu- 
ſions. Till you can prove one of thele two things, 
I need give no farther Anſwer to you. However, 
I ſhall tell you, that your other Inſtances are in 

b pertinent. 
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pertinent. For whereas St. Pax] circumciſed N- 
wothy, and refuſed to circumciſe Tirxs, it was acco?- 


ſaid, Cath he p, 114) 


( 200 ) 


where lies the Fault? 2dhy, | It is to be 


that we are Men on Earth ſubje& to 
and when all is done, ſuch is the In- 

05 Devil, and the Prevalence of our 
depraved Natures, that there will be Tares 


mor he Wi? err provided there 
be no Terms of Communion, it ought not to 
hinder on. For he that will 1 in 
Communion, but where the Church is free and clear 
from all Corruprions and Abuſes, he mult ſeek it 
in Heaven; for he will never find it in this Los- 
er World. I come now to his Anſwer, and he 
faith, That cis is « 285 Principle, and tends to 
4 the Church of for it tends to bold up 
Evils in Churches, and 86 gait 4 bar to all 

mation. If this were true, the Caſe were 


incip 
vill have E; þ - any impartial Judge, which of 
two EqQUENCES is natural. Corrup- - 
ern 

retore 7, 

nuodl there, or therefore vr Governors owght to 
be more watchful to diſcover them, and more care- 
to turm them out again. But he is unwilling 
to truſt Church Governors, or indeed any Rulers 
with Ref.rmation; but is for ſetting up an Ori- 
ginal Right in the People with reſpect to Rel: 


as others do with reſp TIS 
thus to ſerve God as 


Tis 
ally (faith he the Da Zeal 
gold who by their Words | Doruge, md Lal 2 
inge, put tbe Rulers 5 4 ue Eels out of t 
C — 1125 but leſt you 


King and Chur 
mould not 


* — * 


* 
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this, he immediately thus farther explains 
Rr: Moft grant it may be done in * — 
* Kingdom: and if ſo, why nut in the ſame, and why 
not in this? Whence comes the Difference? That 
which may be done in orber Nations, may be done 
in the ſame ? Is there not the ſame Rule and Law 
for both ? The People in Holland and Scotland 
fer from England in divers leſſer things, and uſe 
the Preſbyterian & vernment, and are not damm d 
for that; and ſbail they that in England do the 
ſame things be danm'd; Is not the Rule of God's 
Word the ſame for both ? Well, let Preſbytery, if 
he fo pleaſe, ſanctifie Murder, Rebellion, Rapine, 
and all the barbarous Cruelties and Outrages that 
can be committed; for if this do not imply the 
Tuſtification of all theſe as lawful, I cannot un- 
erſtand a Man's meaning; however, I will not 
diſpute it with him, who zs or it not damm d, but 
leave it to the righteous Judge of the whole Earth. 
But this I cannot forbear to ſay, that I think 
here is a clear and full Diſcovery : And that they 
muſt be blind, who cannot ſee, for what this 
_ Cry of Moderation is made uſe of ard de- 
ſign d. It is only to caſt a Miſt before Mens 
Eyes, while they grow ſtrorg enough, and can 
nick a fit Opportunity to introduce the Preſbyte- 
rian Government, as was done 1n Scotland, For 
ſeeirg it was dime in another Kingdom, why not in 
this? bence comes tbe Difference? Ard when 
this bleſſed time comes, you ſhall have Afodera- 
rion with a Vengeance; honeſt Mens Houſes ſhall 
be broke open, their Goods, rifled ard plundered, 
their Hates ſeized, their Perſons confin'd, or their 
Brains-knockt out, if they have not the good hap 
to eſcage by Flight; and it ſhall be as much as 
any Man's Life is worth to open his Mouth againſt 
Preſbytery. And this you ſhall be told is both ac- 
1285 . 
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Land. For why may not 
which was done there? There is the ſame Nai 
r Rule of God's Word the 
ame fo If a Aforal Heatben had ſeen theſe 
Doings, and heard theſe Pleadings, would he think 
the an Laws came from Heaven or Hell ? 
Will it not | r Religion to 
thoſe, that are wi 27 ſhall hear the 
Laws of our God lesled in in Fu * — 
moſt mercileſs Barbarities, and the deepeſt 
.extoll'd as the greateſt Saints ? 2 1 
we had . yet you 


did > fg ig 100 agg ng þ . Sax” it not 
wi ſe to it us pla For now 
_—_ may a that theſe violent Dif 


1 Pu 
fir Ah ny Hood yo Top od, ik 
t t Bartel; 
Jineſs it ſelf is intended for Legion-work z Scolding 
may give a het, but Fighting muſt do the 
Feat. ; I think we have had _ 
thor , and now. we know his mean have 
done with him: But there are ſome 


5 be d by altogether in Silence. 

12.) It is Labour in vain to give Counſel to thoſe 
2 who think none ſo wiſe as themſelves, 
It ſeems ſome-body had adviſed the Diſſenters to 
—_— the publick conſtantly, and forbear all other 


b. 8 that of a Family, 22 Pg faith- 
8 in the 
of oh Church : But, faith he, 22 


4 (p. 116.) I know not what dare 
= but this I believe they will not do: For it is 
not likely to anſwer their end, this is too beavy 
and a way, for the bring and Vigo is ne- 


awhich 1s w mean by refo che Wor 
1 


our 


Dire of 


follow, which though not worth notice, mall not 
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our Spiritual Governors cannot he tao careful to 
watch againſt Corruptions and Aluuſos. and to cor- 
rect and amend them; yet I think it very dange- 
rous to byzze People in the Head, that they muſt 
be always carrying on the Work of ” 


As if Religion were intended 
For nothing elſe, but to be mended. 


For this begets in all an ill Opinion of the preſent 
Eſtabliſhment, nor can it agree wath Eta · 
bliſhment; it makes them Judges of the Matter, 
who are leaſt able; and it ſets them on the Work, 
who have leaſt to do in it. Theſe gerpetnul Re- 
formers may well be reckoned among that fort of 
Men, of whom St. Pau gives this — — | 

others, That they are ever learning, and never ah 
to come to the Knowledge of the Truth (2 Tim. 3. 7.) 
This is a ſpecious Pretence, creates too good an 
Opinion in the People of crafty Kneves, and 
makes them too ready to become their Toals and 
Inſtruments of Diſturbance, and will never ſuffer 
Church or State long to be in quiet; it is, I think, 
freely confeſs d, that the preſent Defign is to re · 
form the Church the Scuteb way into a Preſbyte- 
rian Government; but if that ſucceed, the Humour 
will Cot ceaſe, but the ſudependent will be reform- 
ing upon the Preſbyrer, and - if he ſh 
the Anabaptiſt would not fail to attempt to 
form him; nor would the Quader he 
would come in for his Share, 
reform upon them all; and thus they 
always reforming, till they bad reformed away 
I you ſee that 
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for this he will give you a Reaſon; it i. 5 
means to prevent Schiſm. But How ? 

will tell you that too. For if Sc others re m lie in . 

rating, and not in joyning with ot 

ing with t 2 imet, ſhews we do not +l — 

from them. If Fire and Oy be put — it 18 

certain they are joy ned; but it had been much | 

better, that they had been kept aſunder. But I | 
cannot well underſtand how this differs from bei | 
for God and for Baa! : Which of the two muſt | 
believe, Mr. Tallents, or my Saviour, who tells 

me, that No» Man can ſerve two Maſters 8 

(Matt. 6. 24.) The Nature of the thing will not 

bear it, that the ſame Man ſhould be a Member of 
oppoſite Communions ;, and if you be a ftated Com- 

municant in one; are no better than a Spy in 
the other, or ſo looſe a Fellow, that there's no 
account to be made of you what you are. But 
this will be diſcuſs'd more fully hereafter. 

(13, 2 is Ron ſatisfied with the Liberty, that 
he my may ramble to as many Commu- 
nions as of pleaſe, unleſs others will be as looſe 
as themſelves, and we be effectually jumbled all 
together; to which end he tells us, That i777 
Duty alſo For the 1 r ro joy ſometimes with 
rhe Nonconformiſts 117.) Could not he as well 
have ſaid, it's a 2 r the Conformifts ſome- 
times to be Nonconforits ? For how do they joyn 
with them, if the = not of them ? But = 
| ſee how wonderfully he proves this. The Noncan- 

formifts (faith be) a needs think ſo. If they 
muſt, they cannot he pit; but with your good 

Leave, I am miſinform'd, ir ns of the Noncon- 
 formiſts be not more ſincere, and do not allow of 

Occafional e. and they do not think. ſo. 

But what if they all thought G2 Are we bound 

to think as they do? If we were, then we ſhould 


be hound to de what they are; and then there 
might 


—_— — — - — — 


"7 (5 ras as Foy 7 


uns FF —_ wwe 
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might be an end of the Quarrel, and Occafional 
Conformity too. It is an unparallel'd piece of 
Confidence. not to ſuffer us to think for our ſelves, 
but to confine us to their ts: And as for 


the Reaſons of their Thinking, have been an- 
ſwered already. 4 


(14.) It looks more like a Reaſon, which he 
urgeth from what ſome ſay on our part, that we 
ought to communicate always with a Church, which 
impoſes no finful Terms; upon which he aſſumes, 
That the Diſſenters are true parts of God's untver- 
ſal Church, and impoſe no fonful terms of Commu- 
nin: And thence concludes, Therefore the Confor- 
wiſts ought to communicate with them, (p. 11 8. 
Whether they be in or out of the Church, and 
their Communion ſinful or not, ſhall be try'd in 
the conclufion. But he ought not to have taken 
this for granted, till he had better anſwered what 
he confeſſeth ſome others objected againſt them, 
That Epiſcopacy is neceſſary to the Being of a Church, 
and that there's no Ordination of Miniſters, no Mi- 
viſtry, or Sacraments, or true Worſbip of God with- 
aut it, (p. 120.) And if this can be proved 
apainſt you, (which ſhall be try'd) it is not your 
raving, and calling Men zd Names, nor your 
drawing, what you think, odious Conſequences 
thence, that will ſerve your turn; your 
munion will be anlawfu!, your Condition wy- 
comfortable , and the more you deceive others, or 
fer and ſume in your (elves, the more you increaſe 
your Sin. ; | 

(15.) But he is better furniſhed with Examples 
than Reaſons; and here he can run you down with a 
whole Cloud of Witnefles, who are ready to vouch 
for Occaſional Conformity; as if all the irregular 
Practices that are or have been in ſpite of all 
Laws, Humane or Divine, were to be the Rule of 
our Life and Aion for the future: Thrs * 


F 
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he) hath been and is ed ſeveral 
ranks. And fo have go wry AM Rob- 
beries, and many other thin -which I could name, 
' which are not therefore 5 ifiable, becauſe they 
were done, and yet nee rhaps as little repented of 
as this. But becauſe he is a Man famous for more 
than one, and his Example is like to ſway 
at this time, he fixeth on the particular n- 
— of the Bib of Salifhwy (Dr. Burnet) who (ag 
he faith) rel. . Tas when he was at Geneva or Hol- 
land, be was an Occ afiorel Confer nit; that be jude'd 
their: Churches were irreznlarly form d, and under 
great dead, in t ob as yer though gebt Con- 
— with them 1 for their Noſtip was not. 
corrupsed, (p. 72 If he pleaſe to go thither 
again, and do fo ſtill, I do — you I will not 
de his hindrance: But let the lawfulneſ of the 
Practice be what it will, the Argument doth not 
well fuit with the prefent caſe. For his comply- 
aner with the Religion eſtabliſhed there, is an 
untoward Reaſon to plead for forſaking the Eſta- 
bliſnment here. But however, let this Man be 
as great as. he will, I do not think him weighty 
enough to be put into the Balance againſt all the 
Biſhops of the Promitrve Church, who were ſtrickly 
for one Communion, and would never endure. r. 


ffte Cummunions, but thought them meonfi 

wich the very nature of the Chriſtian Religion. 
But if our Religion be alterable, and the Govern- 
ment of it mutable at pleaſure, then what he 
ſaith may be good now, and yet in a while it 
may be otherwiſe, being excluded by ſomewhat 
el 


, which may be thought better; and ſo the 
ſending Rule ſhall be laid afide to dance after 


A 15 4g Fellow's invention. | 
5 160 He not yet done with his Examples 
uthors, and caimot forbear diſcovering 


Spleen ea the moſt reverend mann 
oP. 


y | y 
ſe he made chaice of thoſe he on fy. 
ray s and he cannot deſire 1 
ſh take notice of more than he himſelf. 
The firſt is Mr. Chillingworth, who he faith caſts. 
of eaſe nion with ſcorn. What Opinions are 
ſe he ſo caſts off? In that Paragraph, which 
he refers to in his Margin, there is nothing will 
bear this Inference, that Mr. ¶Hillingworth ſo much 
as thought of Occafional Co He indeed 
_ his Adverſary before _ _ Fury, and 
in place puts not leſs forty Que- 
ſtions, „ . upon the neck of another, 
moſt of which would have puzzled his An | 
niſt to anſwer, But it is no ſtrange thing to find 
ſome Sceptical Notions in Mr. Chillingwortb; and 
in that very place are one or two-Queitions, which 
ſhew him to be doubtful in ſomething with re- 
= to Church-Government. But it is a large 
tretch in you, not only to make his Dobts your 
Aſſurance, but to draw ſuch Inference thence, a 
he doth: not mention, and in all likelihood: never 
P 
ls „ As. you are p to im, who, - 
you ſay, inis Irenicum is ſeveral Chapters largely 
diftutes againſt thew. What thoſe them are, you 
do not tell us; but if you mean Eprſoapal Gouern- 
ment, or obligation to Communion, I will trouble 
you at. preſent. no farther, than with this ſhort: 
auſwer.: The Henicum was: one of the firſt Books 
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that Learned Perfon wrote; and conſidefing that 
in his Youth he was bred in ill times, — be- 
bouted under the prejudices of Education, he un- 
happily began to write too ſoon. And I have ob- 
ſerved, that when Men have once 
ſelves m print, they are hardly brought off from 
what they have publithed ; and and yet this may be 
aid for ham, Gar as he gree older, he grew wiſer, 


Sentiments. And if his Trenicum did pleaſe the 
Diſſenters, his Sermon long after at St. Paul's, when 


he was a better Fudge, did as much halli them, 


if I may not ſay enrage them. 

(17.) I come now to his laſt effort, wherein 
he endeavours all he can to make fair Weather. 
There are, it ſeems, ſome Perſons who. object to 
him, that rhey camnor join with the Diſſenters at 
all, 22 2 hat 5 is a way to weaken, and tends to 
22 the Church by Law eſtabliſhed, which they 

all means to uphold; and therefore is not to 
be Pei nor allow'd, but to be diſcuurag d and 
me. . Kind- 
neſs; he is not for wea t ſtrengthening 
the Church: And for theſe” Perſons he hath a 

edt reſpet, and will ſtrive to give them all ſatiſ- 
atim to bis power, (p. 121.) But when all's done, 
it is an ill ign to fee a For lick a Lamb. He 
acknowledgeth, that if it was ſo, there is great 
ht in what t but berein be concerves 
they are much miſta "(p. 122.) And if he can 
convince them of this miſtake, all will be well, 
and all good Friends; ns Carine it may be 
richly worth while wo try how he doth it. -And 
— be well i an — 1 Faith, 
can ſwallow all he offers without che 
ike buſineſs will be done in a full and am 
manner: But if you will not allow of this Fp 
Principle at a time of need, 2 


F 


expoſed them 


better inflrtn's himſelf, and came off trom thoſe 
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CHAT. x 


Tir ff ”P at 
775 E 2 75 things 7 


Schiſm a continued Sin, 4. Fruitful of many other 
Sins, 5. . Sin, 6. 2 of Cod's 
ty, 7. An trreclaimable and Ls 
ron Sim, B. The third Queſtion 2 
[xy 1. 9, 10, 11. The lafl re- 
oly'd, 12, 13, 14, 15. The Concluſion, 16. 


rr followed my Author tho- 

e 
compared to a Huntſman in one reſpect, though 
not in another: For like a Huntſman he leaps 
Hedges and Ditches, and — — any cer- 
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of another fort comes not up to it in 
OE. And therefore we do not mean, 
biſm is as great à Sin as Murtber or 
that which is peculiar to thoſe Sins; bu 
Nature, Acts, Influence, and Effects of 
n 
Schiſm may appear in many reſpects as great a 
Sin as Murtber or Adult 7 Tas he it from en 
to A ize for either of thoſe Sins, or to make 
them ſeem little in the Eyes of any Men: The 
Penalty plainly declares Greatneſs of the Sin 
For, u pet to Murther, God hath ſaid, 
iy 6 } Man's Blood, by Man ſball bis Blood 
be (Gen, 9. 6.) Nor is the Puniſhment pre- 
tor Adule N 
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Thoſe, 
I — others, who 
Power to = are 0 Fg And 
thoſe, who 1 may have received Prieſts 
or Deacons ers, from ſuch as had Power to 
conferr them, if they continue not in that Sub- 
ordination, and act in that Station, which the 
Laus of the Chriſtian Community require, 
are Revolters, and have forfeited their Ri; to 
oſpe ations wi any Hhedt, ſo 
nt 
Hurt; which be abundant! 
were to dwell 
other of theſe 


prove 
God, 4 9 ty. | 
(0) It were enough to ſtartle them, that they 
act without Authority, but it is fall worſe, that 
they a& m Oppoſition to lawful Authority. — 
in order to prove this, I ſhall, with all | 
vity I can, thew with whom Clift iel the Au. 
thority, to plant and govern his and how 
to be continued. That Chriſt the Go- 
eden > coke dey and withal, 
enabled them to leave Sncceſſors to themſelves 
furniſhed with all ſuch Powers and Aurborirtes, as 
were neceſlary for the Government of 
the Church in all Ages, is, I think, fo plain in Ho- 
ly Scripture, that I do not think any Chriſtian 
will deny it. The Apoſtles as'they had extrace- 
dy Oralications Io had they an extraordi- 
, nary 


Q 


Authority, 8 was neceſlary 

neut it. With whom then they 

therity, will be the next Queſtion : And that 

they delegated this Authority to the way Lo di- 

Ringuiſhed ſince by the Title of read thangh 

Names at firſt were promiſcuouſly is evi- 
dent from” e and all Ecclefiaftical Hiftory. 


Titus was left with Epaſ: Power in Crete, a 
and then populous I and Trimotby at 
a the Metropolis of the leſſer 4%; and as 


iſttanity was planted in other Places, and 
their Numbers encrealſed, Biſbops were 
to the extent of their 


4 — 
how came the 
cutian found them other Tho - 
neſs than to invent new and a 
Nor would Men 1 a y Cui cally ge | 
part from ſuch Au 12 Crit f 
— luppoſed, that when no 
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. ſhip the ſame God, 


( 228 ) 
rbority here, which can effectually adminiſter 
Goſpel Diſpenſations. For that is it which ſuc- 
ceeds from the Apoſtles, and which they ſetled 
over the Chriſtian World, and that by a Com- 
miſſon from Chrif#, and conſt tly by Divine 
Autbority, Thoſe therefore reſiſt this law- 
ful Authority, reſiſt the Ordinance of God. That 
the Diſſenters do reſiſt and oppoſe this Aurbo- 
rity 1s plain, and I think is now proved- to be 
2 reſiſting of [awful Authority. 

(11.) If this be made good 


againft the Diſ- 


ſenters, that they both act without: . a 


and in oppoſition to lawful Authority, the e- 
quence wilt be 3 ble, that their whole 
Scheme of Worſhip is a Humane Invention, their 
Performances meer Vill worſbip, and all their 
Adminiſtrations not only Nullities, but an {Af 
front, or rather a Rebellion againſt God, For 
what elſe is it, to ſet of themſelves, and 
conſtantly to act in oppoſition to his Diſpoſition 
and Appointment ? Nor will it afford them any 
Relief in this Caſe, if they ay, that they wor- 
and profeſs the ſame Faith, 

that we do. The Obſervation of St. Cyprian is 
here home to the purpoſe : Nam & , & 
Pathan, & Abiron, cum Sacerdote Aaron & 
Moyſe eundem Deum noverant, par: Lege & 
eligione viventes, unum & verum Deum, qui 
colendus atque invocandus fuerat, invocabant. 


Tamen quia loci fui miniſterium tranſgreiſi con- 


tra Aaron Sacerdotem, qui Sacerdotium legiti- 
mum dignatione Dei atque ordinatione perceperat, 
Bacriſſtandi ſibi licentiam vendicaverunt divi- 
nitus percuſh pœnas ſtatim pro illicitis, eonati - 
bus penderunt 4 nec potuerunt rata eſſe, & pro- 
ficere Sacrificia, irreligioſe & illicite contra ejus, 
divinz diſpoſitionis oblata, ( Ep. ad Magnum.) 


(229) 
. e. Corah, Dathan and Abiram { the 
ſame God as Moſes and Aaron, „ 4 under 
the ſame Law, and in the ſame Religion, they cal- 
led upon one and the ſame true God, to whors our 
caſe they reflec the inde of heir prope 
cauſe they tr e r 
Station, IS — the Prieſthood, nies At: y God's 
appointment Aaron was [ 
3 
z nor could 
ich were 


cerant, nec foras egreſſi. They Gi 5 ee 

4 Ua . + thy 
pity e 5 

doing ſomewhat in it, for yr 7 woul 

Authority; they would ſet up the _ fir 

and rake a Power 


ſenters not only aſſume to themſelves this Power, 
but break off the Unity of the Church, de- 
part from the true Communion, and erect Altar 
Altar, __ ed, or un- 
A 
dren from the true 
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of thoſe oppoſite Communions; and fo in 
one you may be a Member of Chrift, in another 
a Lin of the Devil; one may entitle you ta 
Heavex, another to Hell. And if this be not 
abſurd enough, why ſhould any thing be faid 
againſt ſerving both God and Beal ? But if your 
Occaſional Conformity doth not make yon A 
Member of that y, to whoſe Communion 
you conform only occaſionally, then you are 
not entituled to any of the: Rights, Privileges 
or Benefits of that Communion. . And what are 
you then the better for it? Nay, art you not 
er without it ? And were it not a wiſer part 
to ſtick to a Communion, where you expect be. 
nefit, than to ſpend your time to no purpoſe, 
where you expect none? If it ſhould not be 
Sin, it is no better than Folly. But fihce it is 
againſt the Nature of Chriſtian Communion, te 
_ every —— is 1 it 1 not on- 
y be a Sin in caſional Conformiſt, a Pat 
taking in other Mens Sins by — 4 chem 
to the like Practices. | | 
(13.) Secondly, Occaſional Conformity is ei 
ther a Maak for Hypocriſie, or from ® 
Coldneſs, Indi and nels, with re 
ſpect to Religion, When Men are Oveafiondl 
Conformiſts, with a deſign to qualifie themſelves 
for Places of Power, Profit and Truſt, theſe ve- 
ry Men, who plead for it, do own it to be f 
IA "Ws pocrifie, 


nga f encourage, 

in it ? Certainly that ought 
which doth encourage Hypocrifie , and juſtifie 
Hypocrite, But while you allow Occafoonal Con- 
formity, what can hinder a Man in this caſe from 
playing the Hypocrite ? If therefore you do con- 
denn him, why do you give him a , why 


do you give him Aurlurity to play the Hypo- 


crite ? Seeing it is in your power, you 
to take het Sac 1 


ought 

— 6 
miſts, who are not ſo out 

ally think it lawful. Sup- 

e they do ſo, is not ſtill the Hypocrite fate ? 

hen all is done, how can you tell, that 


Js 
Religion may be good enough, how 
LOT Gn 
n our Siace- 


for. Sincerity or Zegl, when a Man can wander 
from one oppoſite Communion to another, and 
ſtick at nothing * Our Salvation it ſelf depends 
upon the Truth and Validity of our Commu- 
nion; and can that Man have a found "ſenſe of 
Religion, or concern for it, who matters not of 
what Communion he is, or by turns of how ma- 
ny ? The going to one Commumon, is the for- 
faking the other, at leaſt for that time: Seeing 
therefore ſo much depends upon our 

nion, when a Man judgeth his Communion to 
be right, he will ſtick to it, and not wanton- 
ly and looſely wander to ſuch as he cannot or 
ought not to approve. If therefore Occafional 
| ty ſh not be Hypocritical, yet it is 
otherwiſe faulty, and argues a defect of true 
and the want of a ſound ſenſe of, and value for 
Religion. 

ped Thirdly, Occaſional Conformity as pro- 


"though i > highly et . and frangel 
t it is y extoll' | 
recommended, yet they do 2 
tain ſtated * or Meaning, by which we might 
know how far they judge the Practice warrant- 
able. For if it be lawful occaſionally to con- 
— any Communion, then we may occaſio- 


nally go to a ſb I, a Fewiſh , 
or -f Tekil 117 75 — times N 
Communion, But this I am apt to think they 
themſelves will not allow; I cannot believe the 
have ſuch large Cunſciencer. But if bounds 
be ſet to Occaſional Conformity, they ought to 
tell us what thoſe Communions are, to which we 
may occaſionally conform. If they ſhould fa 
all = 4 D:. this will leave us 
in the dar or there are ſome Communions, 
which call themſelves Proteſtant, which are 2 
1 ; terly 


ſpite and to vex you, or being di 
abſtain, as the Maggot works. 
vou tell well what to do with him, whe 
2 flated Communicant. For it you thauld 
him for any Diſorderlineſs or notorious Crime 
other oppoſite Commuenions do not allow For 
dicial Atts 228 mx vhs theirs ; * of 4 
I 7 many other — as he 
And if that doth not pleaſe 
him, ſeeing he cannot fo much as octafionelly 
communicate, but where he thinks it lawful; what 


hinders, but that he foife his Commeni 
flated — elſewhere ? 


ings come occaſionally to join 

nion, who had — him, and the 
relieve themſelves. For upon theſe Princi 
he may chooſe where be will be a flated 
municaut, if he think the Communion lawtul 
if yo him when 


1 


* 
- 


* 


4 


1 


82 
Er 


F 


85 
EA 


Is 


( 236 ) 
E fr 5 > 2 Hb, Ge 
ngainft it ſelf can ſtand. Even the meaneſt Fa- 
mily can have no comfortable Subſiſtence, nor 
continue, without Order and Government , 
can we think it ſafe, that the Church 
wherein the Honour of- God, the Reputation of 
Religion, and our own Salvation is concerned, 
| d be ſtript of all er to preſerve her 


they do; for if this prevail, it plainly tends to 


the Subverſion of the Church, and the Ruine not 
only of all Chriftian Practice, but all true Senſe 
of Religion. 

(16.) I know not what others may think of 
theſe R ings ; nor do I deſire they ſhould 
y influence on them farther than they 
in themſelves ; But I ſhall ceaſe at 
farther to proſecute Occaſional Confor- 
becauſe I take it to be only an Occafional 
For thoſe, who now are fo eager to ſer it 
will be the firſt and forwardeſt to pull it 

in, when they have ſerv'd their Ends 
A the ſame fort of Men do now in 
is too well known: They are fo far 
m allowing Occaſamal Conformity, that th 
think no uſage can be too ſevere againſt tho 
whom they are pleaſed to call Schiſmaricks, and 
make it h to ſpeak or write againſt their 
ill-gotten Eftabliſhment. What they did here, 
when they had overthrown Church and State, 
many et living remember to their ſor- 
row; and when Scf#arjes ſwarm'd over the 
Nation, like Locwffs from the bottomleſs Pit 
though they were their own Spawn and Of 
Hring, yet were not willing to Bare 12 
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Ex 
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(337) 
but rav'd and wrote againſt Schiſm, as 4 
vo» age 0 : And indeed had — Cauſe 
; them Argnments were y 4 
our matter than they are commonly 
cuſtomed to bring; and if they could once 
get the ſame Power, can you think they 
not be the ſame Men? Or rather, is 
more reaſonable to think, that being ſenſi 
of their former Miſcarriages, and how 
came to be lifted out of the Saddle, if they 
could get in again, they would he more ſevere 
than ever, and not ing to Arguments, which 
failed them, wpuld have recourſe to ſuch Co- 
ercions and barbarous Treatments, as ſhould free 
them from the danger of any Competitors ? 
And what Bloody Work would this make? What 
an Akeldama would the Kingdom become ? If 
Men will ſuffer themſelves to be gull'd, 
may take what they get for their Folly. But 
let theſe Men pretend what they will, Occafio- 
nal Conformity is no other than a Maſt or Stalk- 
ing Horſe, which conceals their Deſigns, while 
they purſue their Game; which let them once 
more take, and they will not ſtick at the moſt 
Savage Uſages, rather than to ſuffer ſuch looſe 
Practices; which 7 know to be inconſiſtent 
with the Sccurity of their Power and Intereſt, 
and may ſerve at any time to undermine any 
Power whatſoever. If therefore we muſt be 
twice undone in the ſame Age, you may er- 
pet that the after - game will be worſe than 
the former; that if they drank freely of Blood 
then, they will make no ſpare now; and if we 
were then chiaſtized with Whips, we ſhall now 
be chaſtized with Scorprons. t the worſt of 
all is, that we draw theſe Miſchiefs on our 
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( 233 ) 
* and ſeem? no Mey- 
r will move us, nor any F'armings amend us, 
it looks as if God was reſolv'd to us by 
our ſelves, and threatned by this means to re- 
move our Candleſtick from us, for our incorrigi- 


ble Iniquitics. 
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Chriſtian Church, and ſo creating a conſtant and indelible Fre- 
judice againſt Communion with them. ein likewiſe che 
ical Pri are aſſerted 
Denomina- 
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their , 


